Google 


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




Sti% Jotit ^mttt, Vatt 







//•^■ 


^ 


^c 


/fc< 


l^fM-t h^ '^ ^"'"''^ 


I 


M^ 


AAJtC 



\ 


r 




t 


? 


I 
I 


i 


» 


s- 


a:.u,/4 


^^'A^i-d/^/i^ -i/ruayu-r: 


JIs~£m.laiS:'K-^ Sv-2I-J7j/' 6yXDtir^a. 


E S S AY S 


ON THE 


LIV^S AND WRITINGS 


O F 


FLETCHER of SALTOUN 


AND T H X 


POET THOMSON. 


ESSAYS 


O N T H E 


LIVES AND WRITINGS 


O F 


FLETCHER of SALTOUN 


AND THE 


POET THOMSON: 


BIOGRAPHICAL, CRITICAL, amd POLITICAL. 


With fome Pieces of Thomson's never before publiihed. 


By D. S. earl of BUCHAN. 


LONDON: 

PRINTIA FOR J. DEBRITT, 
• PPOSITX BURLINGTON-HOUSE, riGCASILLT. 


MDCCXCII. 




•. /. -tl ' 


CONTENTS- 


Introduction, containing an Hytorieai shui 

of Liberty in Scotland. 

The Life of Andrew Fletcher efSaltoun p. I— 6j 

Notes relating to the Family, and explanatory of the 
Life of Fletcher — _ p. ^^.^g^ 

Speeches <f Mr^ Fletcher on the ^ueflion for the SeU 
tlement of the Scotti/h Croivn, delivered in the Scotiifk 
Parliament, 1703 — — p. 71 — ^174 

An EJfay on the Genius, CharaSfer, and Writings of 
James Thomfon,, the Poet: intended as a JSq/is for 
writing properly the Life of that truly excellent Man:z 
with a poetical Addrefs to the Shade of Thomfon,, :hy 
David Stuart, Earl of Buchan — P* 175 — '^^ 

An Elegy of Thomfon^ s on the Death of his Mother:: 

from an Original, in the Po^s own Hand'Writing^ .im 

the Colle3iion of the Earl of Buchan — j 87— I'po 

7 ThomJi^M 


Ti v^C O N T E N T S. 

Thomfoft^s Elegy on the Death of Ailmatt^ the 
Painter J from a MS. of the Author^ s cwn Hand-writ^ 
ingf in the CoUeHion of the Earl of Buchan : with 
Notes by the Earl — — p. ipo — 193 

A Song written by Thomfon in his early TTears; and 
afterwards fbaped for his Amanda^ from a MS. in the 
Colleen of the Earl of Buchan -^ ^ P* ^93 

A poetic^J Addrefs by 7bofnfon to Dr* de la Cour in 
Ireland^ on his PrafpeEl of Poetry *^ p. 194 


A Letter from Thomfon to Mr. George Rofsy from 
Original in Lord Buchan* s ColleShn" p. i9B-**-aoO' 

From the Same to the Same - p. 200 — 203 


A Letter from Thomfon to Mr. Lytteltony afters 
wards Lord Lyttelton —.-*-. p* 203»— 205 

r 

A Letter from Thomfon to his Sifier, Mrs. fean 
Thomfon^ at Lanark — — 206 — 213 

A Lsttsr from Thomfon to Mr. Paterfon^ of the 
LeenjMrd IJlands — . — , p. 128 — 234 

An 


CONTENTS. Tu 

An Odi on the Death of Thomfon^ by Mr. Collins. 
Tht Scene on the Thames nehr Richmond p. 135—^37 

An Addrefs to the Shade of Thomfon^ by the Rev. 
Mr. William Thomfonj fometime of ^een^s College^ 
Oxford — — — ' p. 238 

Anniverfary of Thomfon^s Birthday — p. 239 

Mr, Burnsy the Air/hire Bard*s Apology for not at" 
tending the Anniverfary Meeting ; and his Addrefs to 
the Shade of Thomfon — p. 244^-248 

T^e Earl afBuchar^s Invitation to Sir ^ohn Sinclair ^ 
ff Vlbfler^ to be prefent at the Fejli%ial of Themfon 

p. 249—250 

JSukgy of Thomfon^ the Poet^ delivered by the Earl of 
Buchany on Ednam Hilly nvhen he crowned the Firjl 
Edition of the Seafons with a wreath of Bays y on the 
22d of Septembery 1 79 1 — . P- 25 1 —260 

A Letter from Thomfon to the Sijler of his Amanday 
^t Bath . _ ^ _ p. 260—266 


%ia 


CONTENTS. 


A Humorous Epiftle of TChomfotis to a Friend on 
Us. Travel — *~ P* ^^7 — ^73 

jI Letter from Thomjon to Mrs. R. the Sifter of 
Amanda — — — p. 273 — 278 

A Poetical Paraphrafe on the following Verfefrom 

the Song of Solomon, ** 7«r« away thine Eyes from me, 

for they have overcome me** — p. 277 — vjS 


Verjes addrejfed to Mifs Toung 


p. 279 — 280 


N.B. THE Four laft' Articles were received by 
the Printer after all the others had gone to Prefs : 
otherwife the Earl of Buchan's Eulogy on Thorn- 
fon, according to a natural Arrangement, would 
have been introduced in the Conclufion of thii 
Volume. 




INTRODUCTION. 


Although i am fenfibic 

that the very found and fight 
of the word Liberty has be- 
come difagreeable, if not terri«* 
ble, to the fafhionable world in 
Britain ; yet it is neceifary that 
I fhould introduce the Memoirs 
of Fletcher and Thomfon with 

9 

refle6lions on the principles^ 
manners, and temper, of the 
times and countries in which 

B they 
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they lived, and of thofe that 
preceded their appearance. It 
is my purpofe to tr^t this fub- 
je6l very briefly. 

It naturally divides itfelf into 
three parts; the Gothic, Puri- 
tanical, and Philofophical ages: 
tmdcrivhich three heads, with- 
out once mentioning the formi- 
dable and profcribed vocable, 1 
ffiall endeavour to make it clear 
and convincing to the meaneft 
and moft obdurate capacity, that 
political energy and fentiment 
were never wholly fuppreffed 
in my native country, 

1 ift. 
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ift. Political energy and fen'- 
timent eminently appeared in 
the Gothic, by which 1 literally 
denominate that age which wa« 
coeval with the formation of nu* 

■ 

litaiy governments on -a feudal 
balls, by the nations or people 
that over*ran Europe in ages far 
beyond the aera of genuine hif* 
tory, formed the ftates of Greece 
and Italy, and afterwards in it 
more barbarous ftate overipred 
and overpowered the Roman 
empire, which had ipruiig from 
the fame original* 

But the fyftcm of Gothic go» 

B 2 vemment 
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vemfi^ent was perManehtj ,and 
we haVe it accurately delineated 
by the mafterly hand of Tacitus, 
in his Treatife on the Situation, 
Cuftoms, and People of Gerr 
many. 

In this aera, which is of im- 
nienfe duration, I obierve po- 
etical energy and fentiment ex-> 
scmplified every where in the 
equal rights of the holders of 
the foil. 

In countries and ages where 
lands were cultivated byflaves 
taken in war, or brought in- 
to bondage by conqueft, there 
could be no other citizens. 
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. Trade and manu^£tures were 

not. 

f . In fuch a pofturc of fociety 

jTciences and arts could not 
exift. 

The proprietors, of the foil 
could not proted themfelves 
without government; and go- 
vernment requires a prince ei- 
ther fmgle or complex, elective 
sat hereditary. 

Governments were therefore 
formed varioufly, as contingency 
.or neceffity occafioned or re- 
quired.— Scotland, the country 
to which my fubjed diredls me, 

B 3 was 
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was planted and governed in this 
manner from the beginning. 
■ . The miierable natives who 
ptcceded the Goths or Scythians, 
were treated like the natives of 
i^orth and Sdiith America by 

the Europeans; arid, a:B;er ikulk* 
ing and fcalping for ages in their 
faftneffes, muft have at laft yield- 
ed to neccffity or reafon in their 
obedience to the laws of the 

« ■* 

ilrongeft. * 

■ In England, after the derelici* 
"tion of the Roman provinces 
by the legions, the enervated 
-{laves of imperial Rome became 

an 
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an ealy prey to every hardy in- 
vader. Veoi, vidi, vici, k ^ 
boaft no way honourable or 
peculiar to Csefar* 

The Saxons and Danes, to go 
no farther, exemplifiedthe motto 
with a vengeance; and I fhali 
allow the baftard of Normandy 
to have been a King William, 
and to have come over to 
fave the miferable Englilh from 

Dane^gelt, flavery^ and arbitrary 
power. 

Great and big books have 
been written to (hew that En*- 

gUih law and liberty are as old 

B4 as 
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as the country. I diilike big 
books, and leave Lord Lyttelton 
in poffeffion of the field. 

If conftitutions of government 
could be juftly held to admit of 
no radical amendments, accord- 
ing to the political go^el of 
Edmund, then the Gothic con- 
ftitution was as perfefl as pof- 

fible. ^ 

But the rapid improvement 
of fociety loon rendered it odi- 
gus, unjuft, and ridiculous. 

To overthrow it, however, 
there was no people ; for the 
king and the flaves were, in 

faa, 
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faft, the only people, and the 
nojbility was the prince. 

The king, therefore, with the 
Haves, affumed the ilation of 
the people, and cruftied more or 
lefs in different ages ^d coim^ 
tries the prince, combined and 
compofed of the great proprie* 
tors of the foil. 

I 

This was accomplifhed by 
exciting and quelling impotent 
rebellions, by leaguing with the 

» 

clergy, «ftablilhing free towns 
and corporations, and by en- 
couraging trade and navigation. 

James I. King of Scots, 

was 
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was far advanced in this plait 
when he was aifafEnated by the 
Earl of AthoL He had gone fo 
far to form a popular govern" 
ment by encouraging the leffcr 
barons and the boroughs of 
Scotland, and by the attainder 
of the great earls, that he ufcd 
to joke with his Queen (the 
great grand-daughter of Edward 
IIL) faying, " My dear, I hope 
the day is not far diflant when 
I may have the plcafure of 
finding you in bed with all the 
nobility of Scotland!" a brave 
proje6l for a patriot prince, and 

worthy 
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worthy of a more fortunate 
iiTue! 

A rich ^nd powerjul nMity 
(aUasan cligarchy) mufijoonder 
firoy the liberties of any people 
among whom th(y axe Juffered to 
domneer. 

It is^neceflaty to explain what 
the King of Scots meant by aU 
the nobility ofScotlaruL 

They were the Earls and 
Lords of Regality. 

Scotland never knew fuch a 
monftrous order of men as Lords 
of Parliament. 

The Earls had no right to fit 

in 
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in the Parliament but by their 
lands; but being chief magi* 
ftrates and judges in their cotm-» 
ties, with regal powers, thefe, 
with their territorial advantages 
rpringingffoth the feudal fyftem, 
rendered them truly formidable 
both to the king and to the 
commonwealth. 

James few the advantages 
reaped in England by the crown, 
in confequence of the formation 
of a peers houfe of parliament, 

* 

and the power of calling up greErf: 
commoners by writ of fummons 
to that houfe of parliament, and 

wiflied 
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wifhed to adopt fo crafty an 
lexample. 

: On the trial of Murdoch^ 
Duke of Albany, he eftablifhed 
a precedent for what were 
called Barons of Baron-rent, 
to be called Lords and Nobles, 
and to fit with precedence in^ 
the parliament by royal charter 
of lands, ere^ling eftates into 
earldoms or baronies, uncon^ 
ne£led with the ancient earU 
"doms or county palatines of 
the kingdom; and, then, by the 
•ele6lion of certain members of 
parliament, for preparing the 

laws 
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laws or afts, who were called the 
Lords of the Articles, chofen from 
the earls, barons of baron-rent, 
and the great officers of the ftate, 
he contrived to quaHi or pre» 
vent motions that were adverfe 
to the intereft of the crown *. 

I blufh to repeat the ABC 
of the political hiftory of Bri» 
Cain ; but as I have not met with 
a ftiort effence of it in any of 
our modem novels, I hope I 
may be excufed, at leaft, by 
ladies and gentlemen who fel* 
dom turn over unwieldy vo- 

• See Burnet's Hiftoiy of hii Own Times. 

lumes* 
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lumes*. Thus the creation of a 
tiers etat, or, of the weight of the 
people in the political balance, 
as is well obferved in Captain 
Newte's admirable Tour in Scot- 
land, was not the woi^ of pa- 
triots, but of kings. In Sir Wil-^ 
liam Wallace, the Teli of Scot- 
land, we have a precious unique 
in the Gothic age of Scottifii 
political energy and fentiment ; 
and had Scotland belonged by 
hereditary claims to England or 
France, he would probably have 
er^ged his countrymen to have 
formed a republic like the Swils. 

He 
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He was envied and hated by the 
carls and great barons of Scot* 
land; and by their treachery he 
fell a martyr to the independent ' 
cy and liberties of his country. 
It h in vain to fearch for the 
moral and rational principles 
of government in the military 
Gothic age: in thofe wretched 
times men had no civic union, 
no proper interchange of poli- 
tical fentiment. Fixed, or rather 
chained as they were to the foil 
of their matters, the people were 
without collifion of fentimeiit; 
had no organized focieties for 

the 
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ihe contemplation of commoii 
interefts ; no high roads^ no poftsj 
no printing-preffes ! What iS man 
in fuch a fituation, but the ma- 
chine of regal or princely am* 
bition and luxury! 

Hi I conle now to confider 
the puritanical age of political 
energy and fentiment. Nothing 
could have been more fortunate 
for mankind, than the deftruc<> 
tion of the degraded Greek cm-* 
pire by the Turks, fo foon after 
the diffemination of the doc* 
trfnes of Wickliffe^ and the re- 
formers of the church of Rome* 

C It 
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It gave Europe philofoplieri^ 
and teachers^ and men of leam^ 
ing, Gr^ekj. and (enfe, and ^irit« 
Human genius and rcntiment 
arc always mofi a^gnoeably ex-* 
cited hy the. contemplation of 
misfortunes. We naturally attach 
ourfelves to the fide of the lofer 
of a conteft. The ftrug^cs for 
liberty in Greece and Italy, re-^ 
corded fo eloquently by the 
Greek and Roman dafOcs^ im^ 
bued the minds of youth, and 
excited the feelings of the aged 
with the ardour of political feh'* 
timent. The people then begarr 

to 
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to kndw truly what it is to be 
k member of A free common-^ 
health, to be a citizen i delight* 
fill name I beft of inherilancesj 
beft of rights, not to be fur* 
i-enderedj but with the life that 
accompanies it ! With thefe fub-* 
lime and heart-engaging alFec<* 
tion£>, the Hudy of the Scriptures 

of Mofes and the Jfivangelifts 
in the living languages of ^u* 
topti ^^^ tbe confoladon of 
free J^ency in the choice of reli-* 
gious opinions, remarkably con-* 
tribitted to the creation of neW 
political energy among all ranks 

Ca of 
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of men, but particularly among 
the, middling and Lower claffes 
of the people, who by religioi^ 
controverfy were made; as it 
were, artificial members of fo- 
ciety, and felt the inexpreffible 
and captivating delight of think- 
ing and afting for themfelyes, 
and . of touching and ^ affe£ling 
general fociety.— The clergy, 
irritated to madnefs by the dif- 
folution of their magic fiiperfti- 
tion, and looking forward to the 
total deftru£lion of their profit- 
able fable of the church, perfe- 
cuted the thinking and reform- 
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# 

ing people ; and this laid the 
foundation of that perception of 
!religious ' liberty, which imme- 
diately conne6led itfelf with po-^ 
litical liberty in Scotland To ear- 
ly as the reign of James V. and 
in England towards the end of 
the reign of Queen Elizajjeth, 

Buchanan arofe in Scotland 
like the morning ftar, to an- 
nounce the approach of philov 
fophical day. 

He was the fether of whig-* 
gery as a fyftem in Britain, if not 
in Europe ; the Lord Bacon or 
^ewtpn of political fcience and 

' C 3, fenti* 


«a INTRODUCTION, 

fentiment, by far the greateft vaasi 
of his age, as Napier was of hia 
country, in invention: in as much 
as political fcience is above all 
others in real importance, with 
ttfpefk to which wc may fairly 
let idown every other with, aa 
adjc6l of a <* haud fimile aut fe-k. 
cundum.** To women, fome how 
or other, we have been indebted" 
from the beginning for fortunate 
revolutions, faving in the cafe of 
ta^y Adam, and even that is 
riot carbonified by the ftriftcft 
theologians. 
- To the beauty, gaiety, mid 
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imprudence of Mary Stuart, the 
daughter of James V. we are in* 
debted fo;: the prefent ftate of 
Britain, fuch as it is. Had Mary 
been prudent, Scotland might 
have become a Popiflx monar** 
chy. England at bcft would have 
been under its old monarchy 
(v^th proper addrcfe), under the 
Stuarts; and we fliould not have 
had occafion to deprecate Gal- 
He freedom with the monftrous 
infanity of modern Englifhmeni 
but to deplore the want of it. 

It were needlels and fuper* 
(luous for me in this Iketch to 

C4 deU- 
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delineate the minute progrefe of 
puritanical patriotifm, from the 
depofition of Mary Queen of 
Scots, tp that of her great grands 
fon James the Seventh of S,cot-- 

. land, and Second of England. 
In Scotland, even down to the 
period of the union of the king- 
doms and parUaments, the pco- 

. pie hj^d no nerves foy feeling 
political fentiment, fave through 
the medium of religion or fur-. 
perftition. 

Give Sawney his Sunday's 
ininifter to his liking, and he 
cared not who were minifters. 

of 
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of ftate. Even during the long 
paper as well as cartridge war 
in the laft century, we hear and 
fee little in their a6ls or writings 
that favoured in the leaft of 
moral or political liberty. Every 
thing fmelt of the fcarlet lady 
of Rome, There were Scottifh. 
Hampdens, but no Sidneys, Bu- 
chanan and Fletcher alone were 
elevated ?ibove the ages in whick 
they lived, and Ihed a luftre to- 
wards thofe that were to fucceed, 
which will continue to fliine 
more and more unto the perfefl: 
day. I glory in being the attire- 
man 
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man of the chara6lers of fuch 
figurative princes, and rejoice to 
think that even in that humble 
connection my name may be 
handed down to diftant pofte-* 
rity ! My anceftor Marr wa$ a 
favcmrite pupil of Buchanan^s, 
imbibed his fciencq^and princi- 
ples, and handed them down to 
. the race of the Stuart Erfkines. 
I glory alfo, therefore, in pay-* 
ing this family tribute to that 
glorious pedagogiie, 

III. I proceed now with plea* 

fure to the age of philofophi^a^ 

politics, which Thomfon, my 

. 1 favourite 
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fevoxirite bard, and the b^rd of 
liberty, faw before his death, like 
another prophet from Pilgah, 
faw and rejoiced ! ^ 

The a6l of parliament which 
put ian end to the heretable ju^ 
rifdi6Uons in Scotland, together 
with the wife and prudent ad-» 
miniHration of Archibald Duke 
of Argyl, and Lord Mihon, gave 
Scotland a free avenue to poli- 
• , tical and civil exertion : the 
land was fallow, and cultivated 
by honcft and aftive hufbandf 
men, it prefently bore abundant 
fiary^fts, It would be invidious in 

my 
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my own times to fele6l names for 
Enumeration and eulogy. They 
whom I have formerly named 
and celebrated will not be faved 
from oblivion by my feeble ef- 
forts, Tliey would have lived 
without my encomium. Yet I 
arrogate to myfelf fome degree 
of praife that I was taught, and 
that I learnt how to difcriminate 
tinfel from gold. Hume, and 
Napier, and Fletcher, and Bu- 
chanan, and Thomfon, will live 
for ever. Can I enough regret 
that Hume was a tory, and a 
foolifh enthufiaft in fcepticifin ? 

. Yet 
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Yet I. will 'not attempt to touch 
his immortality ; my (hafts would 
but tebound from his fevtn-fold 
fhield. To the divine influence 
of the priniing-prefs is the world 
indebted for the reign of philo- 
fopny; and to. philofophy it owes 

the principles of legiflation. 

It is withi infinite regret that I 
cannot ptetend to produce from 
Scotland, during this . halcyon 
teign of .philofophy, any great 
chara6ter fince the death of Flet- 
cher; for Thomfon was a retired 
man, and. quite out of the walk 
of political eminence. 

What 
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What could be expelled fronl 
z country^ whcife the hereditary 
metnben of parliament were im« 
potent, and fearfully queftloned 
each other on the diifolution of 
a parliament, who were named 
to be of the fixteeft reprefenta-* 
tives of the nobility of the coun4 
try and nation? I beheld this in** 
famous degradation of gentle- 
men, for I will not fpeak of 
noblemen, with di%tift* I called 
upon the eleftors to roufe horn 
their baneful lethargy; and they 
thought I was about to raife a 
third rebellion* Yet I perle* 

vered# 
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vered* By and by they began 
to leap the fold^ they found 
their ac€Ount in it; and they 
alfo pcrfevcred. But I will fay 
no more about them: liberty^, 
and Buchanan, and Fletcher, ind 
Thomfon,. are better themesr, or 
at leaft better fuited to my hum^ 
ble genius* 

X flap rather to enquire con^ 
ceming the comparative ftate of 
Britain, in this philoibphical 
age of political fentiment, with 
France and other countries, that 
have had inferior advantages. 
- Who but a clerk of the trea-r 

fury. 
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♦ 

iury, or a lord of the king's bed* 
chamber, can contemplate this 
parallel without regret? 

It was in the laft war of 
George II. that Great Britain 
laid herfelf under the neceflity 
of defending her wide-extended 
dominion; and of aflerting her 
claim to be the firft nation upon 
earth. The conteft was bloody 
and expenfive, but the end was 

• * • 

glorious — The enemy proftrate 

ind breathlefs, empire extended, 
honour maintained, peace eftab- 

lifhed, and, like the lun, riling 
after a ftorm, a young and na- 
tive 
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tive monarch holding the fcep- 
tre, and afcending the throne, 
amidft the acclamations of the 
freeft and happieft people, on the 
globe. 

Thefe acclamations are heard 
no more. A lyftem of corrup- 
tion, efiablifhed and digefted 
early in this reign by . a banefid 
ar'ijiocracyy has pervaded every 
rank and order of men, till the 
i^irit of the conftitution has 
fled, and left only the caput 
mortuum behind. The forms of 
our government have out-lailed 
the ends for which they wesre 

D infti- 
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inftituted, and have become a 
mere mockery of the people 
for whofe benefit they fhould 
operate. 

The prophecy of Montef- 
. quieu is fulfilled ; and nothing 
can fave the country but the 
fulfilment of the prophecy of 
Franklin. "What that prophecy 
was, what this prophecy is, I 
leave to the curious to learn. 
What I have written^ I have 
written : futurity will determine 
the truth of niy own particular 
predi6lions, and whether I am 
to be remembered as a captious 

CyniCj 






INTRODUCTION, xxxv 

Cynic, or a wife and Pythonic 
politician. 

To conclude: As I think 
it unneceffaiy to delineate the 
fpirit of the times in Europe 
with refpeft to government, fo 
I think it to be indifpenfably 
required at my hands, that I 
fhould, with re^eft to Scotland, 
deprecate the refufal of a militia 
to my country, the neceflity for 
which was fo eloquently fet 
forth by my favourite Fletcher. 

That I fhould mark with my 
blackeft coal the game licence 
aft, which is an infidious and 

D 2 daYi- 
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dangerous difarming of the 
commons. 

That I fhould exprefs my ut- 
ter deteftation and abhorrence 
of the condu^ of a firft mi- 
nifter, who calling himfelf the 
minifter of the crown, with 
a treafonable audacity mould 

dare to advife the diflblution 

of a parliament, againft the 

... ■ \ 

fenfe of a houfe of commons, 
the only legal oi^an of the 
voice of the people, let that 
houfe be ever fo ill conftru6led, 
and demand ever lb much rc- 


formation. 


That 
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That I ftiould loudly pro- 
teft. that a parliament ought to 
be allowed to die a natural 

f < r 1 1 . . ' 

death. And, 


J ..I 


J \ 


That if a parliament, contcm- 
plating the foreboding, the omi- 
nous imperfeclions of the con- 
ftitution, fhould on its death- 
bed provide for a remedy by the 
equalization of the reprefenta- 
tion of the people, it would 
prevent the dangerous concuf- 


<■»•/« » % 


fion which mutt undoubtedly 
arife, flw<aif Mfl^ quickly^ from 

their political franchifes being 
brought to the level of fur- 

• •• 
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rounding nations with a violent 
jerk. Let us not (faid my ad-« 
mirable preceptor and friend, 
Adam Smith, author of the Efr 
fay on the Wealth of Nations) 
raftily believe that Gre^t Bri- 
tain is capable of fupporting 
any burden. 

Let us confider what hold 
we have now of the two Indies, 
of Canada, and our other Iut 
crative dependencies. . A blow 
may be ftruck, a bljbw will be 
ftruck, that Ihall re^ch the vir 
tals of public credit, and it is 
an event which nothing but 

poli- 
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political infanity can induce 
public minifters not to provide 
againft. But no provifion can 
be made againft this event, ex- 
cept that which has been point- 
ed out by the finger of the 
genius of Britain's welfare. 

I will not oiFcr incenfe to 
the living, but to the dead : I 
infcribe this and the following 
Iheets to the memory of Sir 
George Savile, of RufFord 
Hall, Member of Parliament 
for the County of York. 


D4 
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Among innumerable falfe, unmov'd^ 

Unfhaken^ unfeduc'd^ unterrify'd. 

Nor number^ nor example with him wrought 

To fwerve from truth, or change hit conftant mind| 

Though finglc. 
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When I did myfelf the honour, 
with the affiftance of the learned pro- 
feflbr Minto, to offer to the public aa 
account of the life, writings, and difcove^ 
ries of the inventor of the logarithms, I 
pledged myfelf to attempt the biography 
of Fletcher of Saltoun, and of John Law 
of Lauriefton : but when I fet myfelf to 
the work, I found it much more difficult 
than I had imagined^ 

I confefs 
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I confefs that I am ambitious of perma^ 
nent reputation, and loath to hazard even 
the little I may have obtained in pro- 
moting that of others, by obtruding on 
the world what might be brought forward 
by men pf) fiiperior alplities. But, fevcral 
years having elapfed without my having 
any profpedl of being antidpated, I have 
yielded to the impulfe of my cfteem for 
the character of Fletcher* 

I am afraid, however, that this monu-» 
ment which I endeavour to raile to the 
memory of my patriotic countryman may 
induce me to write too freely upon the 
fubjedts which excited my defire to per- 

' ■ • ■ • 

p^tuate his name: but whether I may 
pleafe or. offend the pref^nt little world 
of the day, when I decently exprefs the 
feelings of my heart, or the refu^t of my 
reflexions, it will give me little concern. 

I am 
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I am the creature of a day, but not the 
creature of the times. 

Iii politics I would be a Diogenes ; arid 
if patronifed by the great Alexander of 
modern politics, whoever may affe£l that 
character, I fhould defire him, as my only 
requeft, that he would ftand out of my 
light, that I might behold the beautiful 
fabric of a free conftitution, undazzled by 
the fplendour of power, and unintoxi- 
cated by the opinion of the people, 

Andrew Fletcher of Saltoun wa^s thiJ 
foQ of Sir Robert Fletcher of Saltoun 
and InncrpefFer, by Catharine Bruce, 
daughter of Sir Henry Bruce of Clack- 
mannan* By his paternal defcent he was 

■ 

of a family truly honourable, and by his 
maternal^.of the royal race of Bruce ; the 
patriarch of the family of Clackmannan 
having been the third fon of Robert de 
Bruce, lord of Annaadale, grandfather of 
6 Robert 
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Robert de Bruce, king of the Scots. HU 
father was the fifth in lineal defcent from 
Sir Bernard Fletcher of the county of 
York *. He married Catharine Bruce in 
the year 1 65 1 ; and his eldeft fbn Andrew, 
the fubje£t of my enquiry, was bom in 
the year 1653 f. 

When he had the misfortune to lofe 
his father, he was but in his early youth, 
and was deftined by his father, on his 
death-bed, to the care of Dn Burnet, 
redor of the parifh of Saltoun, after- 
wards bifhop of Salifbury, well known 

* Sir Robert's father Andrew was one of the 
fenators of the College of Jufticc in Scotland^ by the 
ftyle of Lord Innerpefter^ He was one of thofe 
feven truly magnanimous Scots who, Vith David 
Lord Cardrofs, protefted agalnft the delivery of 
King Charles L at Newcaftle, to the Englifh Par- 
liament. He died 1650.— MS. hift. of the family 
^n my pofleflion. 

f MS. hift. ut fupra^ 

by 
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by his political zeal and interefting writ- 
ings. From Bumet he received, as might 
have been expedled, a very pious and 
learned education, and was ftrongly im- 
bued with erudition and the principles of 
a free government, which were con- 
genial to the family of Fletcher, and eC- 
poufed by his mother, and by thofe who 
had, with her, the charge of his nur- 
ture *. 

When he had completed his courfe of ^ 
elementary ftudies in Scotland, under the 
care of his excellent preceptor, he was 
fent to travel on the continent. 

He was from hia infancy of a very 
fiery and uncontroulable temper ; but his 
difpofitions were noble and generous f . 

* MS. hift. ut fupra. 

t MS. hift. ut fupra ; from which, where nof dif- 
ringuifhed by other reference, I Ihall draw all my 
authorities. 

He 
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He became firft known as a puUic 
•^Ipcaker and a man of political energy, 
^ being commiflioner in the Scotch par- 
liament for the fliire of Eaft * Lothian, 
tvhen the Duke of York was lord com- 
'miffioner, connefting himfelf with the 
Earl of Argyll in oppofition to the Duke 
'of Lauderdale's adminiftration, and the 
arbitrary defigns of the court, which 
obliged him to retire firft into England 
to confult with Dr. Burnet, and afterwards, 
by his. advice, into Holland. ' He was 
fummoned to appear before the Lords of 
the Council at Edinburgh, which Ije not 
thinking it prudent for him to do, he was 
outlawed, and his eftate confifcated. 

In the year 1685^^ he, with Robert 
Baillie of Jervifwood, came into England" 
.in order to concert meafures with the 

friends of freedom in that country ; and 

they. 
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they, I "believe, were the Only Scotchmen 
who were admitted into the fecrcts of 
Lord Rufla^s Council of Six. They weirc 
likewife the only perfons in whom ^the 
Earl of Atgyll confided in Holland thS 
Common meafures of the two countries; 
which were 'then concerted with much 
fecrecy and danger, for the recovety of 
the conftitution and liberties of the Britifh 
kingdoms. * 

Fletcher managed his part of the rie- 
gociation with fo much addrefs and pril* 
dence, that Adminiftration, though in no 
refpedt delicate as to the means of reaching 
the objects of their jealoufy or referitment^ 
could find no pretext for feizing him, n6f 
could they fix upon him any of the ar- 
ticles ef impeachment for which Mf» 
Baillie of Jefvifwood was condemned 
and fufFered. capital punifliijienl. Mii 
- E Baillie 
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Baillie was offered his pardon on condition 
of impeaching his friend Fletcher; but he 
perfifled to the gallows in reje^ng the 
propofal with indignation. O noUe, ex« 
cellent, and truly worthy Scot I May your 
dcfcendants arid your countrymen ever 
remember and imitate your example ! 

On Fletcher s return to the continent, 
finding no profped of his fafe return to 
Britain, he dedicated his leifure to foreign 
travel, and to the ftudy of public law and 
politics ; during which period of his life 
I have fruitlefsly fought for letters that 
might not only have traced him in his 
various fituations, but furnifhed agreeable 
and ufeful materials for his biography. 

In the beginning of the year 1685 
Fletcher came to the Hague, to affift at 
the delibeiations of the exiles from Bri- 
tain, and particularly with thofe of his 
4 own 
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own country, with a view to promote the 
caufe of ' oppofition tp the arbitrary mea- 
fures of James II : but it does not appear 
that he poflefled much of the confidence 
of the party. He was unaccommodating, 
and ran extravagantly on the project of 
fetting up a commonwealth in Scotland, 
or at lead a monarchy fo limited as 
hardly to bear any refemblance to a king- 
dom. His foul was fired with the re- 
colleftion of the great fpirits that had been 
taifed by the Greek republics, and, like 
all men of great abilities, he wifhed for 
that ftate of things which might mark 
the fupcriority of his own talents, and 
give full exercife to his popular powers. 
Argyll's expedition concerted at that time 
with Monmouth and the party was the 
moft inviting to Fletcher ; but being dif- 
iatisfied with the plan of operations, and 

£ 2 his 


x» Life of Andrew pLiTCHi&i. 

hiij countrymen, who enjoyttl Mon-^ 
moutk's confidence, he went with the 
Duke, who was the dupe of the ambitious 
and crafty Piince of Orange *. 

Burnet^ 

*' The ambitious and crafty iPrincc of Orange. J 
It is with relu£lance that I affix fuch epithets to a. 
prince who feems to be, as it were, the idol of 
whigs, who, in hyperbolifing the immortal memory 
of Old Glorious, feem to forget that he was a manj 
and a politician. My grandfather and great-^rand-* 
father cgme over with him at the Revolution ; and 
I know that I am not without partiality to a charac* 
t€r connefted with the eftablifliment of what we 
call the Conftitution of the country, and with the 
illuftratioit of my own family : but I cannot be bHnd 
to his faults«nor do I think it would be conducive to 
the eftablifhnient of a real conftitution of freedom 
in the Britifh nation, that fuch blindnefs fliould 
continue among the people who wifli to arrange 
tliemfelves under the banners of Britilh liberty. 
That he was andntious in the difagrceable appli- 
cation 
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" Burnet, in the Hiftory of his Own 
Times^ informs us * that Fletcher had told 

- him, 

cation of that epithet appears from his lulling the 
flumbers of Vbyal fecurity in England, when he was 
fanning the fiames of infurreftion againft his father* 
ia-Jaw in Holland : .from his encouraging the mad 
projeft of Monmouth to get him out of the way to 
the throne, while he was giving good advice to 
James that the invafion might be defeated. That 
he was craftily ambitious, appears not only from 
this double plot, but from his forcing his way to the 
throne, inftead of accepting the regency, by intimi- 
dating the chiefs who had invited him over, with a 

. . . . . • 

threat of returning to Holland, . and leaving them 
in the hands of .an enraged bigoted monarch. That 
he was ambitious, crafty, and machiavelian, appears 

from his having given inftri^ftions ta take care of 

■ • . , . » • 

King James, if he Ihould remain at Rochefter, and 

not be difpofed to leave the kingdom. Of the 

wretched device to Ihake the confidence of the 
■ - ^ .. •..*•. .-. ''^••» 

people with refpeft to the Queen's pregnancy, and 

. the Prince of Wales's birth, I fliall fay nothing. It 

E 3 is 
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him, that Monmouth, though a weak 
young man, was fenfible of the impru- 
dence of his adventure, and hefitated till 
he was urged by the party, moft of 
whom were certainly in concert with the 
Prince of Orange, and confidered him as 
the only probable inftrument for dethron- 

is the difgrace of the party, and ought to be buried^ 
if pofliblei in oblivion. It is a dangerous as well 
as a wicked thing for a prince to take fuch methods 
of infuring fuccefs, as William himfelf afterwards 
found, by the intrigues of the Princefs Sophia to 
turn him out : the proofs of which intrigues King 
William tied up together in a bundle, which was 
found in his cabinet. They were fccn in Lord 
Rochford's hands while fccrctary of ftatc, were 
afterwards in other hands that need not be men- 
tioned, and were probably treated as heretics were 
formerly, and as republicans are now wifhed to be 
by fomc other kings. The bundle was docketted 
by William's own hand—.*' Letters of the Princefs 
Sophia to turn me out!* 

ing 
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Ing the king, and fupplanting WiUiaih in 
his views, if the a^ttempt were delayed till 
the £x?gliih nation (hould become defpo- 
rate enough to pverlook the doubts that 
Charles IL had confirmed by his dedarar 
.tion in coiuidl of the legitimacy of .the 
Duke of Monmouth^. So well was thk 
plot laid, that few of the party in Holland 
joined in thefe expeditions, but waited 
either in or out of the fecret, till they 
Should f^e the effects of the exploiion that 
was to bury poor Monmouth under its 

* Thofe men urged him on to war and danger^ 
by an appeal to his perfonal courage. They wifhed 
in this manner to remove a dangerous rival out of 
the way of the prince's ambition ; well-knowing that 
if 6ie people of England fliould become defperate^ 
they might be induced to overlook the doubts of 
Monmouth's legitimacy, which bad been confirmed 
by the public declaration of Charles II. 

£ 4 ruins* 


i6 Life of Andrew Fletcher. 

-niins. But Fletcher of Saltoun had neither 

'Coolnefs nbr AifHcient political fubtlety to 

Gondud himfelf with a view to his own 

private emolument. Fired by the hopes 

o{i revolution that, from the mfignlfi- 

cancy of Monmouth, and the cireimi^ 

ftances of his birth, might produce k coi>- 

•ftitution of government in which his re- 

» 

publican talents might have full fcope, he 

at firft fell in warmly with the fchemie- of 

'Monmouth's landing ; but afterwards; fuiP- 

•pe£ting probably the intrigue of the Princ'e 

of Orange, .he wiflied it to be l^d afide* 

He told Bifliop Burnet (which fupports this 

conjecture), that Monmouth was pufhed 

on to. it againft his own fenfe And reai^ 

fon, and was picqued upon the point 

of honour in hazarding his perfon witK 

his friends. Monmouth landed at Lime 

in.Dorfetfhire. Soon after their landing, 

y Lord 
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Lord Grey was fent with a fmall party to 
difperfe a few of the militia, and ran for 
it ; but his men ftood, and the militia re« 
treated. Lord Grey brought back a falfe 
report, which was foon contradided by 
the men, whom their leader had aban* 
doned, coming back to quarters in good 
orden The unfortunate Duke of Mon- 
mouth was ftruck with this (fays Burnet); 
when he found that the peifon on whom 
he depended moft, and for whom he de« 
figned the command of the cavalry, had 
already made himfelf infamous by his 
cowardice. He intended to join Fletcher 
with him in that command * : but Flet^ 
cher having been fent out on another 
party, engaged in a fcuffle, in which he 
had the misfortune to kill the mayor of 

» 

* Burnet. 

Lynn 
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Lynn againft the laws of war, in the fud- 
den heat of paflion, on account of con- 
tumelious language ufed to him by the 
mayor, on reclaiming a hprfe of his that 
tad been impreflTed by Fletcher's party. 
This unguarded, unfoldierly, and unjufti- 
fiable adt of violence, muft have rendered 
Jiis future fervices on the expedition of 
little confideration to Monmouth j but it 
was not the caufe of his leaving the little 
army. The account given by Fletcher 
himfelf of his general conduct at this 
time to the late Earl Marfhall of Scotland, 
was, that he had been induced to join the 
Duke of Monmouth, on the jM-inciples of 
the Duke's manifefloes in England and 
Scotland, particularly by the laws pro- 
mifed for the permanent fecurity of civil 
and political liberty, and of the pioteftant 
religion, and the calling of a general con** 

grefs 
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grefs of delegates from the people at large^ 
to form a free conilitution of government, 
and not to pretend to the throne upon 
any claim, except the free choice of the 
reprefentatives of the people. That, wh^ 
Monmouth was proclaimed king at Taun* 
ton, he faw his deception, and refolved 
to proceed no farther in his engage* 
ments, which he confldered from that 
moment as treafon againft the juft righti 
of the nation, and treachery on the part of 
Monmouth. That, finding himfelf there- 
fore no longer capable of being ufeful, he 
left Taunton, and embarked on board a 
veffel for Spain. That foon after his Iand« 
ing he was committed to prifon ; and, on 
the application of the Englifh minifter at 
Madrid, he was ordered to be delivered 
up, and tranimitted to London in a Spanifh 
veflel, which was named for that purpofe. 

That 
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That one moming, as he was looking pcn-i 
fivelj tlirough the bar of his dungeon, he 
was accofted by a venerable perfon, who 
made fign to fpeak to him: • Fletcher, look- 
ing if any paflage could be found for his 
efcape, difcovered a door open, at which he 
was met by his deliverer, with whom he 
palTed imniolefted through three guards 
of foldiers, who were faft afleepj and, 
^iv^ithout being permitted to return thanks 
to his guide, he prdftcuted his efcape 
with the aid of i perfqn t\rhO feemed to 
have been feiit for tliat ptirpole, concern- 
ing whom he never couid obtain any in- 
formation. That difguifed he proceeded 
in fafety through Spain, wh*e, when hfe 
found himfelf out of all apparent danger^ 
te lingered, and amufed himfelf with the 
view of thie country, and with ftudy in 
the conventual libraries ;• and having prr- 

vately 
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yately obtained credit hy bills. upon AoK 
fterdam, he bought many rare and purious 
books, fome of which are prefervcd in th^, 
library at Saltoun, in the county .qf Had-«. 
dinton^ That he had made feveral veyy^ 
narrow efcapes of being detected and- 
feized in the courfe of .his peregrination* 
through Spain, particularly in the neigh- 
bourhood of a town (the name of which 
Lord Marfhall had forgotten), where he in^ 
tended to have pafled the, night; .but in th^ 
Ikirts of a wood a few miles diftant irom» 
thence, upon entering a road to the right, 
he was warned by a woman of a very re-^ 
fpedable appearance, to take the left-hand 
road, as there would be danger in the other 
diredllon. Upon his, arrival he found the 
citizens alarmed by the news of a robbery 
and murder on the road againft which he 
had been cautioned. Some time after this 

efcape, 


N 
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dieape, Fletchet^s aftive genius led him to 
fervc as a volunteer in the Hungarian 
vnt \ where he diftinguiflied himfelf by 
Bis gallantry and military talents. But 
the glory which he might have acquired 
in arms, had he ferved long enough to 
have obtained a command, he cheerfully 
facrificed to the fafety of his country. 
Perfuaded that the liberties of Britain. 

« 

if not of all Europe, hung upon the ifluc 
of the defign then in contemplation at the 
Hague for a revolution in England, and 
having learned that it had already attain- 
ed a confiderable degree of maturity, he 
haftened to Holland, and joined himfelf to 
the groupe of his countrymen who were 
attached to the interefts of the Prince of 
Orange, moft of whom were refugees 
from England or Scotland. Lord Stair, 

* MS. utfupta^ 

Lord 


Life of Andrew Fletchek* 23 . 

L6rd Melville, Sir Patrick Hume of ToU 
warth, Lord Gardrofs, Sir Robert Steuart 
of Coltnefs, Dr. Burnet, Mr. James Stuart, 
afterwards lord advocate of Scotland, and 
Mr. Cunningham, the editor of Horace, 
and author of a Latin Hiftory of Great 
Britain, which has been lately tranflated 
by Dr. W. Thomfon, continuator of princi- 
pal Watfon's Hiftory of Spain, and author 
of feveral Philofophical Romances, &c. &c- 
and publiflied by Dr. HoUingbetry, one of 
the prefeat king's chaplains, were the Scots 
with whom he was in . the greateft habits 
of intimacy ^. With thefe gentlemen Flet- 
cher 

* Though I hold in fovertign contempt the infig- 
nificance of modern anecdote, I fhall fet down in 
this place fome particulars relating to thefe men, 
that are chara&eriftic of their times and hiftories, 
that may not be unacceptable to the public. Sir 
Patrick Hume of Polwartb, grandfather of the pre- 
fect 
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qlier aflbciated ; but his political principles 
were too high and refined, and his fenti« 

ments 

fent Earl of Marthmont, from his (irft appearance 
in the Scotch parliament, in the year 1665, as mem* 
ber for the county of Berwick, had diftinguifhed 
himfelf by a noble zeal for the liberties of his coun- 
try. He was the ableft man of the party in oppo* 
fition to the adminiftration of the worthlefs Lauder- 
dale; and in the year 1675, when, according to the 
defpotic fyftem of that fcandalous engine of the 
court, the Scotch privy council, the houfesof perfons 
difagreeable to adminiftration were made barracks of 

for the troops, he had the fpirit to bring a complaint 
into the courts of juftice with refpedl to the gar- 
xifoning the houfe of Blanfe in BerwickQiire ; for the 
cxcrcife of which right he was brought before the 
privy council, who declared him incapable of all public 
truft, committing him prifoner to the common toI« 
booth or jail of Edinburgh, where he underwent a 
long and tedious imprifonment, from whence, upon 
petition on account of ficknefs, he was conveyed to 

the caftle of Dunbartop, and afterwards to Stirling 
: caftle, 
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mcnts were too Roman, or rather, as I 
may now fay, too Gallic, and too much 

in 


taftle, whcrt he remained fonic years. When llbc* 

> 
fated, he retired into England, vhere being in ftrl£t 

habits of friendlhip with the friends of liberty, and 
particularly with Lord Ruflcl, he found it rieccffary 
for him to go abroad on the breaking out of the 
Rye-houfe plot, and lived fome time at Geneva, 
from whence he went to the Hague, to concert 
with his fellow-fuiTerers the meafufes that were fol- 
lowed by the expeditions of Monmouth and Argyll, 
with the latter of whom he came over, and narrowly 
cfcaped being taken after the defeat of ArgylFi 
forces, taking fhelter and lying in Concealment in 
the houfc of Ae Laird of Langlhaw^ and afterwarda- 
in the aide of the church of Polwarth, the buriaU 
place of his family. All his food wal brought t> 
him in the night time by his eldeft <iaughter, then 
oply twelve years old* ' This place of concealment 
halving jUeen difccfvered, a party was fent to appr> 
hf nd him. As the foldiers pafled nea^ a gentle- 
'. n P man's 
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in the odour of phllofbphical poihics, ta 
accept ttf the ptitilcgc granted by jf atac« 

the 

man'« houft in the neighbourBoo^y who ttras friendljf 
to Sir Patricky and to liberty, they were intited by 
him^ who knew their errand, to caroufe on his ale 
9nd belt cheer y while he> aware of the danger of 
Writing, immediately fent a feather inclofed in a 
bit of paper, as a fymbol of flight, to Sir Patrick in 
the aifle at Polwarthj who, prcfently interpreting the 
(igUre, took horfe, and fortunately efcaped and fled 
into Holland, where he remained under the fe^ned 
name of Brown, till he came over with the Prince 
of Orange at the Revolution* 

Sir Patrick was born on the ijth of January 
1641 ', appointed lord chancellor of Scotland Ma^ 
ad, 1696 ; lord high commiffioner, or lord lieuteoanl 
ofSeoitlandj 1702. He died at Berwick on the tft 
of Augiiift 1724, in the 84th year of his age, highly 
refpeAed for his attachtoent to the liberties of hisf 
country, for his yirtue, religion, and learning. IK$ 
fon and licir Aleaander^ Earl of Marchmont^ after 

a fenes 
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Ae Seccvid^s zEt of indemnity to return 
to his countxj and eAftte^ when under the 

dominion 


a feries of political fitttations^ not coming as one 
does now-a-days from being a fchooM)oy to be a 
prime minifterj ixras our ambafiador at the cong^efs 
of Cambray in the year 17^1; and his fon Htfghy 
now Earl of Marchmont, made a brilUant figure in 
the Houfe of G)mmons in oppofidon to tlic corrupt 
adminiftradon of Sir Robert Walpele, and was after- 
Wards an ufeful member of the Houfe of Peers, yet 
moll of all diftinguifhed by his learning, and by 
having been the friend of Pope, Smft, Atterbury, and 
Arbuthnot. Party politics in England cannot fecure 
permanent fame ; and I rejoice to think that ipy old 
good friend, the friend of my father and grand- 
father, has fecured his immortality by literature. 

in his philofophip retreat at Hemel Hempfted, he 
naay perhaps deign to be flattered with my heredi'* 
tairy regard. 

Henry LaiA Cardiofs, the fon of David Lord 
Car4!lrof$ of Drybuigh, &c. who protefted againft 

Fa he 
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dominion of difguifcd defpotifin, fandi^ 
fied By a venal parliament: fo that 

when 

the .delivering up of King Charles I. at Newc*ftH?> 

• • •• 

had been trained, in the manner of his family, in 
the exalted principles of religion, liberty, and learn- 
ing J and early joined himfelf to the oppofers of the 
Duke of Lauderdale's adminiftfation. For his lady's 
hearing her own chaplain preach in her own houfe, 
he was fined in five thoufand pounds, of which he 
paid a thoufand ; and, after many months attendance 
at court for procuring a difcharge of the overplus of 
his fine, was finally imprifoned in the caiUe of Edin- 
burgh, where he continued four years;. while his 
houfe of Cardrofs in Ferthfliire, immediately after 
it had been repaired, and furniihed at a great ex- 
pcnce^ was jgarrifoned to his great lofs and vexation*. 
And in June 1679, ^ king's forces, in their marQh.ta 
the weft (the day before the Duke of Buccleughcame 
to them)^ wheeled and went about two miles out of 
(he roadj that th^y might quarter on Lord Cardi:ofs's 
eftates of Kirkhall and Uphall^ }n We^ Lojthiail^ 

Aftpr- 


^ 
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when Argyll, Sutherland, Melville, and 
others had recovered their inheritances 

' in 

Afte]:wards> having o1>tained his liberation^ he went 
to North America, and eftablifhed a colony in Caro-* 
lina, which was deftroyed by the Spaniards. He re- 
turned, broken l^ut not difpirited by misfortunes, to 
Europe, and attache4 himfelf to the friends of liberty 
in Holland. He raided a regiment of dragoons, on 
the Revolution, and was an ufeful commander under 
M^Kay in Scotland^ in fubduing the reniains of op- 
pofitiop there to the new government j but died of 
the efFefts of his fufferings, in the year 1693, in the 
43d year of his age. — Concerning Sir Robert Steuart 

• » * 

of Coltnefs, there is an anecdote fo hiftorically cu- 

• • • ■ 

nous, ^at I cannot pafs him over without notice^ 
though he was a perfon of no extraordinary emi- 
nence. In the end of the yoar 1686, when the 
bufinefs of the Teft was in agitation, William Penn 
was employed at the court of the Prince of Orange^ 
to reconcile the Staddiolder to the views of his 
fatner-in4aw. Penn became acquainted with mofl: 

• F 3 of 
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in the year 1686, he chofe rather tO re* 
main in exile than to accept of liberty 

as 


of the Scotch fugitivesi and, among the reft» with 
Sir Robert Steuart, and his brother James, who 
wrote the famous Anfwer to FageFs Memorial, and 
will be mentioned more particularly hereafter ; and 
finding that the violence of their zeal reached little 
farther than the enjoyment of their religious liberty, 
on his return to London he advifed the meafure of 
an indemnity and recal to the perfecuted Prefby- 
terians, who had not been engaged in treafonable 
a^s of oppoiition to the civil governments Sir 
Thomas availed himfelf of this indemnity to return ^ 
to his own country ; but found his eftate and only 
means of fubfiftence in the pofleflion of the Earl of 
Arran, afterwards Duke of Hamilton. Soon after 
his coming to London he met Penn, who congra- 
tulated him on his being juft about to feel experi- 
mentally the pleafure fo beautifully cxpreiTed by 
Horace, of the ** Mihi me reddcntis agelli.'^ Coltnefs 
fighed, and faid^ << Ahj Mt. Penn ! Arran has got 

my 
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AS a rtfyal favour ! Yet Alexander Cun-* 
ninghatn, the hiftorian, though a Whig 

and 

my ellate, and I fear my fitua^ion is about to be now 
worfe than ever/' ** What do you (ay, Gofpcl ?" (a 
name Coltnefs had got at the Hague :} ** You furprifc 
^nd grieve me exceedingly. Come to my houfe to- 
morrow, and I will fet matters ]to rights for thee.'* 

Fcnn went immediately to Arran. *' What is this, 
friend James,'' faid he to him, ^* that I hear of thee ? 
Thou hall taken polTeffion of Coltnefs's eftate ; tliou 
knoweft that it is not thine/^ " That eftate,'' replied 
Arran, ** I paid a great price for. I received no 
other reward for my expenfive and troublefome em- 
bafTy in Franpe except this eftate ^ and I am cer- 
tainly much out of pocket by the bargain." 

** AH very well, friend James," faid the Quaker ; 
** but of this affure thyfelf, that if thou doft not give 
me this finpment an order on thy chamberlain for 
two hundred pounds to Coltnefs, to carry him down 
to his nativQ country, and a hundred a year to fub- 
fift on till matters are adjufted, I will make it as 

F 4 many 
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and friend of Fletcher, mentions this 
condudi of Fletcher's as extravagant. It 

» 

was referved for this age of wonders to 
exhibit the true principles of political 
fentiment, unconneded with fuperftition 
and perfonal attachment to kings or t« 
parties. 

Fletcher made a manly, noble appear- 

many thoufands out of thy way with the king.** 
Arran inftantly complied, and Penn fent for Sir 
Robert, and^ave him the fecurity. After the Revo- 
lution, Sir Thomas, with the reft, had full reftitution 
of his eftate, and Arran was obliged to account for 
all the rents he had received ; againft which this 
payment only was allowed to be ftated-— rThis au- 
thentic particular I received from my illuftriout 
uncle, the late Sir James Steuart Denham, father 
of the prefent worthy member for Clydefdale. It 
ftrongly marks the keennefs of Bang James to facili- 
tate his fooliih meafures in favour of his religion 
and arbitrary power. 

ancft 
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ance in that conventioft which met in 
Scotland,, after the Revolution, for the 

* 

fettlen),ent of the new government. la 
Scotland the rights and liberties of the 
people ha^ been determined ^md fixed hj 
multiplied inftances of changing the order 
p£ fucceflion, and attainting their fove* 
reigns for treafon againft the rights of the 
people: and it is to Scotland and a Scotch* 
man that the world is indebted for the 
eflablifhment of the philofophical and 
logical principles of a free conftitution 
both in theory and pradice. ^George 
Buchanan, the greateft man of his age, ai 
well as country, eftablifhed, by irrefiar 
gable argumients, in his treatife or dialogue 
concerning the rights of the people of 

Scotland, the rights of all mankind ; was 
the father of whiggery, and, what is 
much grander, the father of that fyftem 

which 
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which will one day verify tbe prophecies 
of the Chriftian Scriptures, to the abafe-* 
snent of kings, and the deilrudion of 
prieftcrafL 

Raymond de Sebonde in Fra[nce, the 
friend of Montjugne, adopted the prin* 
ciples of Buchanan in his Lettre fur la Ser- 
vitude Volontaire, a beautiful little piece 
j[>ubliflied by his friend, which being uni^ 
verfally read with the Eflays of Mon* 
taigne, kept up the facred fire of freedom 
in France, in the midft of folly and defpo- 
tifm^ rill the progrefs of commerce, print** 
ing, philofophy, and literature opened "he 
eyes of Frenchmen every where to difcover 
that they were men, and ought to be 
cidzens ; that men were not born with 
gold chains about their necks, with ftars 
upo^ their breads, or coronets upon their 
heads j that it is of the nature of kings 

as 
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«ft hitherto conftituted^ to confider theit 
interefts as feparate from their nation^ 
and to watch contiaually like wolves or 
fcxes for their prey, in order to deftroy 
the aitltehi committed to their charge ; 
that it is neceflary, therefore, that they 
ihould have only the power of obeying 
the laws made by th? people, with that 
of doing good^ but that the power of 
doing mifchief, either by prerogative or 
influence^ ought to be taken away. Thefc 
were the princJ|des of Fletcher, principles 
that feemed extravagant, difloyal, and 
impracticable in his days ; but which are 

noW acknowledged almoft every where, 

> 

except in Spain, Germany, and England. 

Thefe have ever been the principles of 

' his biographer : but he will not ftoop to 

examine the ravings of a fublime and 

beautiful 
4 
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beautiful apolo^ft for tyranny and fupei^ 
ftition. 

•* A fairer pcrfon loft not heaven ; he fecm'4 

For dignity compos-d, and high exploit : 

But all was falfe ^nd hollow } though his tongue 

Dropp'd mannai and could make the worfe appear * 

• ■ ■ 

The better reafon^ to perplex and dafli 
Matureft counfcls.'* 

A man formed like Cicqro for fii\ging 
like a nightingale in a cage, to be kept 
for the gratification of luxurious patricians, 
now the friend of Pompey, and now of 
Csefar, as it fuited the indulgence of his 
inordinate vanity ; fond of words like a 

fchool-mafter, and fond of trappings like 

* ■ . ' - * • 

a filly Uttle girl let out of a boarding- 

< 

^fchool. I would indulge him with a copy 
of verfes of my own compofition, written 

in the ftyle of a madrigal upon my mii^ 
trefs*s eye-brow, 

" Mouldering 
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, '* Mpuld'ring andrfr^l, to dufl ^e !body temisy : 
And humau grcatne£s ftubborn fortune bends : * 
fleeting and jjrain the ftoried urns arife. 
And like a cloudthe human vapour ilies» 
Vain are our bufts and portraits to retain 

• The foul's bright form, and light the lamp again.: 
^ By life alone the inimtc form revives^ 

A TuUy dead, a TuUy yet furyives $ 
Mortal by nature^ endlefs in the kind, 

* Succeifive ages fliew the kindred mind/* 

* •' 

Fletcher ufed to fay with Cromwell 
and Milton, that the trappings of a mo- 
narchy and a great ariftocracy would 

patch up a very clever little common- 

« 

wealth. Being in company one day with 
the witty Dr. Pitcairn, the converfation 
turned on a perfon of learning whofe 
hiftqry was not diftindly known. " I knew 
the man well,'* faid Fletcher : ^•he was here- 

r 

ditary profeflbr of divinity at Hamburgh.'' 
^ Hereditary profeflbr !" faid Pitcairn, with 

a laugh 


>9f I 
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a laugh of aftcmiihment and derifiom 
«' Vcsj Doaor;* replied Fletcher, ♦* heredi- 
tary profeflbr of divinity. What tluok 
you of ^Ijcreditary king ? 

Having iaid fo much upon the priaci'* 
pies of Fletcher^ I think it proper at ^s 
jundiire of political reform in Europe, 
that I fliould guard my own expreffed 
opinions againft popular mifmtefpietation 
on a fubjed: of fuch great importance to 
the happinefs of my country. 

I have ever thought it was a misfortune 
to Britain that the Revolution was fol* 
lowed by fo imperfe<i a fyftem of political 
arrangement, and that it would have been 
more conducive to the future happinefs 
of the nation, if we had had to ere£t: an 
entire new fabric of a conftitution in the 
prefent improved ftate of fociety, than to 
clear out, patch, and buttrefs the edifice, 

as 


Life of Andrew f^LBTdafiE. 39. 

iis has been partially done by the Con- 
vention Parliament in the year 1 689, by 
the Bill of Rights^ by the Ad of Sue- 
ceflion, by the Treaty of Union, by the 
abolition of heritable jtufiTdidtions and 
feudal teniu'es, of perfonal flavery^ the 
Confirmadon and exteniion of the ad 
of Habeas Corpus^ the fecurity of <the li* 
b«ty of fp«d. ««i wridng. md of priat- 
iiig, the fecuring private property^ ag&inft 
the claims and nullum tempus of the 
crowni the abridgment of the powers of 
the ecclefiaftical courts, the abolition of 
perfonal flavery in Britain, the indepen-> 
dency of the falaries of the criminal and 
civil judges and magiftfates, by the Gren- 
vilian law of eledions, the exclufion of 
tax-gathercrs from the right of populaic 
fufirage in eledions of members of parlia**^ 
meiit| and finally by the declaration of 

the 
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the rights of juries^ as judges both of the 
law and of the fad. 

* But as things are now fituated, Britain 
mift be fatisfied to fall at lead a cehtuiy 
behind all other nations, that, like America 
^uid France, have had the advantage of 
cre^ing a conftitution from the firft foun- 
dations of jurilprudencc, and of efcaping 
the dangers that arife from dilapidation. 

Had I a crazy old family manfion, I 
fhould have been better pleafed that my 
Withers had left me the tafk of eredling 
a new one, which I might have done 
cheaper and better than patching the old ; 
but having the manfion, I fhould confider 
well before t . pulled it to the ground. 
The conftitution of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland admits of a great and a fafe 
improvement, which will be foon de-*^ 
aiMinded and obtained by the people, the 

equalizatioa 
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tqualizatioii of the rights of eledion^ and 
the abolition of the rights of primogeni»» 
ture in private fucceffiohi But I would 
warn my countrymen agdnft every ap-* 
proach to hafty determindtion upon the 
methods of repairing the old houfe, left 
it £hould tumble about their ears^ 

* 

When the fanatics, in the year 1567^ 
caitle to pull down the cathedral df Glaf-* 
gow, a gardener who flood by^ faid^ 
^^ My friendS) cannot you make it a holif^ 
for ferving your God in your own way ? 
For it would coft your country a great deaj 
to build fuch another/^ The fanatics de- 
fifted, and it is the only cathedral in 
Scotland, that remdns entire and fit for 
fervice. Such, therefore, with refpe£t to 
,the Britifh cohflitution, is the advice of 
the gardener of Dryburgh Abbey. I 
irejfld the uniform as I do the principles 

G • of 
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em motives* Lockhart of Carnwath^ the 
memoir writer, flattered himfelf that 
Fletcher was a Tory, if not a Jacobite, 
in his heart, becaufe he aflfociated with 
Tories and Jacobites : but he did not re* 
fleft that the Tories and Jacobites were 
tljien the country party^ and that Fletcher 
would hear more from them of the dig- 
nity, independence, and . intereft of his 
<:ountry,;and lefs about a king that in- 
Spires a republican with no fentiment 
but terror or diflike* This, I believe, 
was the foundation for his being fufpeded 
^ tmt being a true Whig at bottom ; for 
^Whigfr and Tories were in thofe days 
j(|uke diftiniStf difliking and avoiding each 
^o^her, not mingled together as they now 
jare;tp'fliate' among themfelres the plun- 
der of their country. 

r. 

From the moll minute examination 

of 
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of the records and memoirs of the times, 
it fufficiently appears, that while others^ 
whether Whigs or Tories^ were endea- 
vouring to turn the Revolution in Britain 
to the promoting of their own felfifh pur- 
pofes, Fletcher neither alked nor ob- 
tained any emolument from the court; 
but that he was continually attentive to 
the iatereft and honour of Scotland* 

When an attempt was made, in the 
year 1692, to bring about a counter-revo- 
lution, Fletcher's ruling principle (though 
diflatisfied with King William) was the 
good of his country. He ufed all his 
influence with the Duke of Hamilton to 
forget the caufes of his difguft, and tp 
co-operate with the friends of a free con-» 
ftitution *• 

* Vide Fletcher's Letter ta the Puke. Dalrymple's 
Memoirs. 

G 3 la 
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In every propofal for the happtad^ 
and glory of his coontry, Fletcher wai^ 
interefted as if it tended t^ his own per** 
Cbnal emolument and reputation* He wa^ 
the firfl; friend and patron of that extra- 
ordinary man Faterfon, the projector of 
the Darien Company; to whofe merits^ 
my kinfman Sir John Dalrymple Has done 
the juftice they deferve, in the laft volimie 
of his interefling Memoirs of Great Bri-« 
t^n, which, unable as I am to defcribe 
vrith equal fpirit and ability the {hare 
Fletcher had in this buiinefs, I (hajl give 
in Sir John^s own words. 

^ Ingenious men draw to each other 

like iron and the Ipadftone : faterfon, on 
his return to London, formed a friend-* 
fhip with Mr. Fletcher of Saltoun, whofe 
mind was inflamed with the love of pub^ 
I lie 
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l|c goody 4nd all of whofe ideas to pro<- 
cure it had a fublimity in tbem. Fletcher 
diiliked Englami merdy becaufe he loved 
Scotland to excefs j and therefore the re^ 
port common in Scotland is probably 
truci that he was the perfon who per^ 
fuaded Patcrfon to truft the fate of bift 
projed to his own countrymen glone^ 
9nd to let them have the fole benefit, 
glory, and danger in it ; for in its danger 
f l^tcher deemed fome of its glory to con- 
fift. Although Fletchei^ bad nothing tq 
hope for, and nothing to fear, becaufe ha 
had a good eftate, and no children j and 
though he was of the country party j yet 
in all his fchem^ for tKe public good, he 
was in ufe to go as readily to the king'« 
minifters as to his own friends, being in-^ 

diff?rwt who had the honour of doing 

Q4 goodf 
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good, provided it was done. His houfe 
of Saltoun in £aft Lothian was near to 
that of the Marquis of Tweedale, then 
minifterfor Scotland; and they were often 

together. Fletcher brought Paterfon down 
to Scotland with him, prefented him to 
the Marquis, and then, with that power 
which a vehement ipirit always poflefles 
over a diffident one, perfuaded the Mar-' 
quis, by arguments of public good, and 
of the honour which would redound to 
his adminiflxation, to adopt the projeft. 
Lord Stair and Mr. Johnfton, the two 
fecretaries of Hate, patronifed thofe abili- 
ties in Paterfon which they ppfleffed in 
themfelves; and the lord advocate, Sir 
Tames Steuart, the fame man who had 
adjufted the Prince of Orange's declara- 
tion at the Revolution, whofe^ fon was 

» • 

married 
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fflamed to a niece of Lord Stair*, weM 
naturally along with his conrieQions.'* 


FROM this bufy period till the meet- 
ing of the Union Parliament, Fletcher 

♦ Anne Dalrymple, daughter of Sir Hugh Dal- 
rymple, lord prefident of the Court of Selfion, was 
married to Sir James Steuart of. Qoodtrees, baroaet, 
folicito): general for Scotland, and hj htm was 
the mother of the late learned and truly enu- 
nent Sir James Steuart Denham, author of the 
Principles of Political Oeconomy j and four daugh- 
ters, the fecond of whom, Agnes, of elegant taftq 
and genius, was the mother pf all my father** 
children, fome of whom inherit her abilities, the 
ftrong natural parts and probity of the father, with 
the tafte and brilliant imagination of the mothen 
** Fortes creantur fortibus & bonis.*' If this com-! 
j^iment to my brothers fhali appear too ftrong, and 
be blamed, I look for the reward of Froculeius 

" Notus in fratres animi paterni.*' 
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mrtt ttiufarm tud isdcfirtigablc ia faa&p»w 

to the ri^ts of (he people^ and jealousy 
AS ever J friend to bis ctmniry ought t9 
be^ of their istoafrm by the king and bis 
misnfiers; fhr it is as nmb of the nature; 
of kings emd mmi/lers to invade and de^ 
Jtroj the rights of the peopk^ as it is ff 
fena and weafets to r^ a poultry yarJy 
and dejirof the poultry. — ^AU of thcitt 
therefore ought to he muzzled. 

Fletcher was accordingly a ftrenuou&hut 
unfuccefeful advocate for a national militia, ^ 
His difcourfe on that important fuhjeft' 
written at this time, was not printed un-* 
til the year 1 698. In this Difcourfe he 
fays, whs^t I wifh I h^d a voice loud^ 
enough to he heard over all Britain and:- 
Inland, to rattle in the ears of the peo-^ 
yie — "" A good and efiei^ive roilida is of 
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■ 

|Uch importan« to 9^ nadoi^^ that it is ihp 
i:hief ps^t cdf th« coi^llitution of any free 
^ovonment* For though, as to otlier 
things, the conftitution be evef' fo flight, 
ft good militia will alvFays prefenre the 
public liberty. But in the beft coxtftitu*^ 
tion that ever was, as to jill other parts of 
government, if the militia be not upon a 

« 

right foot, the liberty of that people muft 
perifh* 

** The $wifs," fky^ he, ** at this day are 
4he freeft, Iiappieft, and the people of all 
Europe who can beft defend themfelyes, 
^ecaufe they have the beft militia.** 


What 4 reproach to the nobility, the 
gentry, and to the people of Scotland, b 
it not, that, attending to the dirty confi- 
^eration of pleating a fub-gyunifter of Scot** 

lane}. 
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land, they fliould have lately flinched 
from forcing the Britifh legiflature , ta 
make them free citizens, and to enjoy 
the free ufe of arms in defence of their 
Qwn conliitution I 


■^■•^ 


-Fudet hxc oppi'obri^ nobis. 


£t dici potuifTe, & non potuifie refelli ! - 

In the year 1703 we find Fletcher 
great in the debates concerning the fix- 
ing the fucceffion to the crown of Scot- 
land, in the event of Queen Anne's dying 
without iflue; which he ftrenuoufly and 
fuccefsfully urged the parliament to deter-* 

* 

mine before they fhould think of granting 
any fupplies to the crown. It was even 
refolved, that the fucceflbr to the crown 
after Queen Anne, fhould not be the 
fame perfon that was King or Queen of 
"England, urile/s the jujl rights of Scotland 
Ihould be declared in parliament at Lon- 
don^ 


Life of Andrew Fletcher. jj 

dan, and fully fettled independent of En-^ 
glifh interefls and councils ; and what is 
remarkable, that wife and excellent, but 
feemingly very flrong rule of the French 
conflitution, that the king or queen fhould 
not have the power of engaging the nation 
in war without the confent of parliament^ 
was detennined upon by the parliament 
of Scotland; in the fupport and preparation 
of which law, and others for the fecurity of 
Scottifh freedom, Mr. Fletcher had a confl* 
derable fhare, and liad great influence by 
the power of his fervent and manly clo- 
q^uence* " Prejudice and opinion," laid he, 
** govern the world, to the great diftrefs 
and ruin of mankind; and though we 
daily find men fo ratidnal as to charm by 
the difinterefted reditudc of their fenti- 
tnents in all other things, yet, when we 
touch upon any wrong opinion of theirs 

with 
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which they have been early pif^ 
|>oflefIed^ we find them more irrationai 
than anything in mthlre, and hot only 
hot to be convinced^ but obftinately re-^ 
ibived not to heat any realbn againft in 
Thefe prejudices are yet ftronger whcrt 
they are taken tip by great numbers of 
toen> who confirm each other through 
the courfe of feverd geheratiotis^ and feem 
to have their blood tainted^ or, to fpeak 
tnore properly, their animal fpirits in-^ 
fluenced by them. Of Aefe delufions^ one 
t)f the ftrongeft and moft pernicious has 
been a violent inclination in many men 
to extend the prerogative df the prince to 
an abfoltite and Unlimited powen And 
though, ih limited monarchies all good 
men jprofefs and declate theiufelveJ* ene- 
inies to all tyrannical J)radices^ yet many 
even of thefe are found ready to oppofe 

fadx 
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fiich necei&xy limitatlcms «s mi^t fecurc 
them from the tyranaical exercife of powet 
in a piince, not only fubje£t to all the in^ 
Amities of other men, but^ by the ln&ijpta<« 
lions ariiing irom his power, to fer greater* 
Thk humour^ has increaied gteatly in 
the Scotdfh nation, £nce the union of the 
crowns in 1603} and the Havifh f«l> 

miflions, which have been made neceflary 
to procure the favours of the court, hare 
.cberilfaed and fomented a flai^fh piinciple* 
I muft put the itprefentatives of the Scots 
in mind, that no fiich principles were 
known in this kingdom before the tknion 
of the crowns, and that no monarchy in 
Europe was more limited, nor anj^ 

* Humniry Scoto^GalliCj fancy, whim. An op-* 
.prefled people can never know what the Englifli 
•Khibited of humour when they nnerefrce. 

peopltf 
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people more jealdUs of liberty than thd 

Scots*;' 

Fletcher 

* I David Stewart, Earl of Buchati, do throvir 
this gauntlet of Fletcher's down, in the prefence of 

all England ; and if any man (hall take it up> I will 
try my ftrength with him^ but I will not argue with 
women or priefts, till I (hall fee them leaving their 
trenches of petticoats and fiiperftition, and meeting 
me on the fair and manly field 6{ hiflorical know- 
ledge. 

Hume told tfie pec^le of England the truth about 
Aeir old conftitution, and they called him a Tory. 
I tell them that Hume was in the right, and I defy 
them to call me a 'Tory. It was no rarity for the 
iScots to dethrone a King for attacking the liberties 
of the people. They difmiffed Baliol becaufe he 
fold, his country; they difmiiTed Mary betaufe {he 
meant to govern them like the France of the Guifesi 
they brought in Btuce as the Prince of Orange of 
Scotland; and for the principles and pra£lice 1 ref^r 
to Buchanan's Dialogue de Jure Regrii apud ScotoS. 

There 
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Fletcher was by far the. md% nervous 
and correA fpeaker in the parliament of 

Scotland, 

Theifc ttever was fuch a thing as a peer of Scotland. 
Thete were earls indeed^ but they did not • fit in 
parliament in right of their earldoms, but in right, 
of their lands ; and there they were only on a pae 
with other proprietors of fiefs. James I. of the 
Scots indeed attempted to introduce the iEnglifh 
tAodes, and was murdered, like Caefar, by his kinf- 
man^ and James VI. by the ftatute 1587, introduced 
the pradice of the eledion of reprcfentative^ for 
the freeholders; but the nobility, as they were called, 
not the peerage of Scotland, were no more than the 
barons or freeholders, barons of baron-rent, who by 
uTage retained their privilege of fitting in parliament 
in right of their lands, whieh if they fold, t^ey loft 
their right of fitting, along with their pofieffions. 

There Was but one houfe of parliment: and in 
this, unfortunately for Scotland, the priefts had a: 
privilege to fit in right of their lands . But the Scots 
liad no notion of fuch a monftrous organ of power 
for their king, as a feparate houfe for his fervants. 

H ;^nd 
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Scotland, lot he drew tis ky\c frbm tfiif 
pttrc racdds bf antiqifitjr, and nbt iroM- 
the grofler practical oratory of his con-^ 

tempoiarles ; io that his tpteav^ ahd hm 

kngua^ will bear a coinpariibn with 

* Ac beft ^eech^s 4f the reigii of QHeeri 

Anne, the Augiiftan age of Grfeat Britain j 

41 « 

far fuperior to the merfetriclbus, ihHated^ 
metaphorical ftyle of our mgdero orators; 
from Which tenUurls: I miifl; fet d^wn Mn 
CSiarles Fox, member for Weftminftet* 
in the prefcnt parliament, as a wonderful 
exception. In many fefpeds l^ox re- 

and chaplsuos, to ftop the progrets of law« in favour 
cl tN t\ghu 6f tb^ people^ before they {hould comi 
to receive the tof^l afient. M to the idea of 4 

^rfeft copfttttttioii being to confift bf three parts, 

• • '' 

ibis was a trinity in which the Scots did not b^ieve^ 
and iSiey &ttsfied tlkemfelres with holding die doc* 
trkte of the unity) the majefty, and uhcontroulabic 
power ixf ihe legiflatire authority* 

- - femblc3 
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lembles Fletcher; and may he cloTe his 
career fo as to deierve an equal chara^er? 

The irafcibility of Fletcher's temper, 
and his high fenfe of honour, made him 
impatient of the /lighteft tendency to- 
wards an af&ont. Lord Stair, when fe-- 
cretary of ftate, having let fall fome ex- 
preflions in parliament, that feemed to 
glance at Fletcher, he feized Stair by the 
robe, in his place, and gave him the reply 
i^diant. Jiord Stair was called to order 
by the Houfe, and was obliged to afk 
his pardon publicly. 

Fletcher^s fpeeches on the confidcration 
of the Treaty of Union being printed in 
the following Iheets of this volume, I 
fliall only quote a paflage of Alexander 
Cunningham^s hiftory, relating to his 
^pearances on that important occafion. 
^^ Andreas Fletferus, ut qui pat;|fiam prius 

Ha In 
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in libertatem vindicaret, bis fe in vita? 
difcrimen intulerat, nunc vulnus infa-^ 
nabile reipublicaz inferendum, et Scotiam 
veluti funere per fuos elatam, cernen» 
hoc tempore ejctremo, in dtcendo cffer* 
vefcit^ reginaeque mmiftros vehemcnter in^^* ' 
fedatur, et exagitat, nihil res domefticas^ 
licet amplas, faeiens. Sunt qui illiu^ vim 
eloquentise, etiam in inimicitiis gerendis^ 
virtutem nimium eff^buifTe, &c caufas 
nocuifle dicunt; Jed quid 'Oetat JUium m 
funere matris commoveriy aut civem for^em 
in efferendam funere patriam, dolore gra- 
viter inuri, praefertim is qui reipublicas 
commoda fuis neceflitudinibus Temper 
potiora duxerat, mortemque pro patria 
toties oppetere non dubitavcrat ?. Bu- 
chaniae etiam comes ejufq; patruus Joannes: 
Arefkinus ftrenue pro patria contender 

bant^ 
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l^ant, nihil penji cum Gallia fa^ionis bom 
minibus babentesJ^ 

\ Fletcher . (fays the anonymous author 
pf his charadler in Thomas Rawlinfon*8 
library) was fteady in his principles, of 
»ice hojiQjir, great learning; brave as 
the fword he wore ; a fure friend, but an 
irreconcileable enemy j and would not 
do a bafe thing to efcape death. 

He would not fubmit to be call^ either 
Whig or Tory, faying, tbofe names were 

given audufid to clgak the knaves of bjotb 
. parties. Uvsm^l 

, He had acquired the grammatical khow-^ 
ledge of the Italian fo perfectly as to 
compofe ajgid publifh a treatife in that 
Ijanguage; yet he could not fpeak it, as he 
found when having an interview with 
prince Eugene pf Savoy, acid being ad^ 

H 3 dfeffed 
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dreflfcd in that language by the Prince^ 
he could not utter a fyllable to be under- 
flood. In lu$ perfon he was of low 
ftature, thin, of a brown cbmplexion, 
with piercing eyes ; and a gentle frown 
of keen fcnfibility appeared often' upon 
his countenance. 

To the memory of this extraordinary 
man I have reared this monument. Thd 
bodies of men are frail and perifhing : fp 
are their portraits and monuments ; but^ 

r 

upheld by the power of the Creator^ 
the form of the- foul is eternal. Thia^. 
cannot be reprefented by ftatues or by 
pidures, nor otherwife than by a cpri- 
formity of manners. May whatever 
Was great and truly valuable in Fletcher 
be for ever imitated by my countrymen, 
and may the fplendour of his vutues rc- 

^' .. ' flea 
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fled honour upon his family, and glorify 
his kindred throughout all generations 1 

Ille ego qui quQndan^ patriae perculfuft amore 
Civibas oppreffis libertfitti fuocurrere aufinit 
Kunc arTa pateraa colo^ fugioq; Uxaina regifm, 

Dryburgh Abbey^ 

July 14, 17V: 
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APPENDIX, 


Containing some account pF flet- 

• * • 

CHER's FAMILY: AND NOTES EXPLA- 
NATORY OF THE LIFE OF FLETCHER^ 


HE family pf Fletcher of Saltoua 
defcends from Sir Bernard Fletcher, a fon 
of Fletcher of Hatton in the county of 
Cumberland. Robert, his fon, eftablifhed 
himfelf in the county of Tweedale, An- 
drew, the fon of Robert, was a merchant 
'at Dundee, in the county of Angus or 
Forfar, Daridi the fon of Andrew, pur- 
chafed the eftate of Innerpeffer in that 
^ounty,and x&arried a daughter of Ogilvie of 

Pouric, 
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Pourie, and by her had three fons, Robert^ 
Andrew, an4 David. Roticrt died. 1613^ 
leaving fix fons: Andrew; James, provoft 
of Dundee j Robert, laird of Bencho ; Sir 
George Fletcher of Reftenet in Angus^ 
ihire ; and two others, who died in infancy. 
Andrew was knighted by James L 1620 ; 
fhe fame year he fucceeded his father in 
the eftate of Innefpeffer. He bought th^ 
eftate of Saltoun in Eaft Lpthian, in the 
year 1643^ which had anciently given 
title to the Lcnrds Abemethy of SaltouO| 
now reprefcnted by the Friers of Cowi« 
and Philorth, Lords Abernethy of Sakoun. 
He was one of the ienators of the CoUege 
pf Juftlces in Scotland^ by the title of Lor4 
InnerpefFer^ as ha& been mentlonfed m the 
life of his grandfon^ ; as well ai his nobk 
diiTent from the furreader of Qi^lis L to 
the .£ng^ army at Newcaitici with Lw^ 
4 Cardrof$ 
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Cafdrofs and others; who thought thq 
jtlng deferved to be pu&ifhed, but not by 
thofe to whom he had intruded the cam 
pf his prote£tion# 

Lord Innerpefier was the father of Sk 
Robert Fktch^r of Saltoun, who was th« 
father of the patriot* 


With refpeft to Fjetcher^s charader in 
foriaking the Duke of Monmouth aC 
Taunton, the following teftimony of Fer- 
gufon, in a MS. quoted by Echard, in his 
Jliftory of England, ought to be weU 
wdghed and cbnfidered before Fltftchcr 
be charged with unallowable defertion* 

** The Dute pf Monmouth was very 
fenfible of his precipitous adventure into 
England j but fuffered himfelf to be over- 
ruled, contrary to both the dilates of hi» 

judgment. 
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judgment) and the bias of his inclina* 
tton ; for could he have been allowed 
to have purfued his own fentiments 
and refolutions, he intended to have 
(pent that fummer in the court of 
Swedeland* But from this he was di- 
verted by the importunity of the Earl of 
Argyll, and prevailed upon by the advice 
and intreaty of the Lord Grey and Mr. 
yTad? (fQtftr^ry to the d(fir^s of Mf. Jplet^ 
$hcr and Captain Matthews) to haften 
into England To which I can fay (faith 
Mr. Fergufon) I had the leaft acceffion of 
^ny who were about the Duke of Moi>r 
mouth. Nor would the Earl pf Argyll, 
after his own ominous haftc. fet fail for 
. Scotland, till he forced a promife from 
^he Duke of embarking fpr England witji^ 
|n fo many days after. Whifh the Duke, 

mthejr than fufF^r his tonftur tp.be ft^ned, 

complic4 


complied With as far to weather wouI(i 
permit; though he found the obferving 
his word to interfere with his ihtereft, as 
well as all the principles of prudence and 
difcretion." — My tenderriefs for the ad- 
mirers of King William, and my regard 
for the illufbrious houfe of Campbell, will 
not allow me to exprefs what I fufpe^ 
in the whole of this tranfaftion in HoU 
land. Argyll paid the amende honor-* 
able with a vengeance. And the defcen- 
dants of Monmouth need not regret the 
cowardice and perjury of Charles H. nor 
the failure of poor Monmouth's attempt. 
It is remarkable that the heir of Mon- 
mouth is now the eventual heir general 
of that very Earl of Argyll, who precipi-* 
tated the ruin of his patriarch. ^ 
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Delivered m the Scottifli Parliament, i|03* 
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My LoRDCHANCSLLOlt, 

A AM not {uq)rifed to find aii iidk tot a 
iTupply brought into this houfe at the be- 
^nning of a fe0ion« I know cuftom haS^ 
for a long time, made it common* But, 
I think^ experience might teach us, that 
fuch ads fhpuld be the laft of every 
feflion ^ or lie upon the table, till all other 
great affairs of the nation be finifhed, and 
then only granted. It is a ftrange *pr<>* 

poiition 


Jpofition which is iifuiadly made id thid 
houfe ; that if we will give money to the 
crown, then the crown wiU give us good 
laws : ds if we were to bily gobd laws 
of the crown, and pay money to our 
princes^ that they may do their duty, and 
coftiply with their corbnafioii oath. And 
yet this is not the wotft ; for we have 
often had promifes of good laws, and 
when we have given the fums demanded, 
tliofe promifes have been broken, and the 
nation left to feek a remedy; which is 
not to be found, unlefs we obtain the 
laws we want, before we give a fupply* 
And if this be a fufficient reafon at all 
times to poftpone a money-aft, can we be 
blan>ed for doing fo at this time, when the 
duty we owe to our country indifpenfably 
obliges us ta provide for the common 
lafety in cafe of an event, altoeether out 

of 
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of our power, and which muft neceflarily 
diflblve the government, unlefs we coi\- 
tinuc and fecure it by new laws ; I mean 
the death of her majefty, which Cod i^i 

his mercy long avert? I move, therefore, 

. •' ■ . ■ . • -^ . 

that the houfe wpuld take into confidera- 

tionwhat.afts are neceflary to fecure our 
' • ' ■ . 

religion, liberty, and trade, in cafe of the 

faid event, before any aft of fupply, qx 

other bufmefs whatever be brought in^o 

» 

deliberation* 


A£l concerning offices^ ^c. brought in by 

, the fame member. 

X HE eftates of parliament taking 

* into their confideration, that, to the 

^ great lofs and detriment of this nation, 

* . ' ■ > 

• great films of money are yearly carried 

I •©« 
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* bdl W tt| by Ihoie who w4ii ana aepefi3 
^* at court, tor |)laces and JJfcIefments in 
** ui's kingdom : arid that by i^cbtfmefi^ 

'^ eniplbying Iferiglifh intereft at court, iri 
' * order to obtairt their feve'ral p^'etenficWii^ 

* this nation is in hazard of being brought 
'^ to depend uj)ion Engliih miniuers : and 

* liKwile clbnlldering, (hit by realbh biir 

* {Jrihfcfe's do nb riibfc feude kmbiijgft tls, 

* they cannot be rightly uiformed of tne 

* merit of perfons pretendiiig Id plac'i&t^ 

* offices, anil penftons ; therefore out fo- 

* vcrdj^ h;dy, ^ith advice and ^riftdt 
^ of the eftatts of paiiiahteht, ftatutes ana 

* ordains, that aftef the deceafe 6f her 

^* majefty, whom. God long preferve, and 
heirs of her body failiQg, all places and 
^* offices both eivil and military, and all 

* peafions, formerly coaferred by bur 

kings. 
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n. 

W HEN our kings fucceeded t0 the 
crown of England, the mlmfters ot that 
nation took a fhort way to ruin us^ by 
concurniig with thc^ inclination^ to e^^ 
tend the prerogative in i^cbtlatid ; and 
the great places smd pttifiota c unid rrta d 
upon ScotTmfeh by thH toutt, m&de dttm 
to be willing iiifttum'dntt hi the nn^llL 
^roin that time thl!} tttidMi %e^ to ||ife 

though they iSien ftood i&ott Ik tteiNi "bf 
having theJh enlarged, ftfiti lttttifc<«^ 

1 2 lc£tiont 
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JeAioqs of our laws, before the Union of 
the Crowns, ire fiili oi* adls to fecure our 
liberty, thofe laws that have been made 
fince that timt ait direi^d ehiefly to ex^ 
tend the prerogative. And tliat we might 
not know what rights and liberties were 
dill ours, nor be excited by the memory 
of what our anceftors enjoyed, to recover 
thofe we had lofl, in the two laft editions 
of. our ads 6( parliament the .moil con- 
fiderable. laws for the libefty of the fub- 
Jedt ^e induftrioufly and defignedly left 
; out* All our afiairs lince the Union of 
rthe Crowps have been managed by the 
J advice of ,Ejaglifh.minifters, and the prin- 
cipal ofijces of the Itingdopi filled With 
:. fvich n>en as^the court of England kneW 
/.woyld^be fiibfervietit to their defigns : by 
Ijwhich qaeans.they hav^ had, fa vifible.an 
•ijafluencj? ijgPj^ our whole adminiftratioii. 
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that we have, frond that time^ appeared 
to the reft of thef world more li'k^ a con- 
quered province^ than 4 free independent 
people^ The ^ccouAt is very fliort ; 
whilft CHar princes are not abfolute in 
finglandy th^ jnuft be iq^ueoced by that 
potion, our minifters muft follow the 
directions of the prince, or lofe their 
places, and our places and penfions wil) 
be diftributed according to tbe inclinations 
of a king of England, fo long as a king 
of England has the difpofal of t^iem: 
neither fhali any man pbtaia the leaft ad* 
v^cemept, who refufes to vote in council 
and parliament under that influence. So 
that there is no way to free this country 
from a ruinous depenjjance upon the 
^nglifli court, unlefs by placing the power 
pf conferring offices and penfions in the 
parliament^ fo long as we fhall have the 

I ;j fame 
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&me> Idng with En^and The JMcient 
kings ef Scodand, aad even thoie of 
Kfanee, had not the power of oonferting 
the diief offices of ftale, dwttgh each of 
them had only one ktegdom to g;e¥em^ 
and that tiie Alicult^ we labour under^ 
c^ two kingtioms wliidb hai9t dil^«itt 
hiterefts gorenecl by the fiuae Idi^ did 
B«t oeeur. BcAdai, ive i^ know t^ 
^ dl^M^ «f «ui ptaMs aad penfiena » 
^ eo«fide]:iU« a thine t» a king of £a|^ 
> land, that ftYonJ cf our {ffinocab filkOf the 
Unkm <i' the Gro^^««» h«rt wyhe^^ be 
firee fion tk« tronbk olF dtPtdlag between 
Ae many fvcteAder). Thait vhkli would 
have given tkt m eafe* wHi give us liberty, 
and nuke m figiufietfit to tbe gpi«n»on 
intereft of botl^ natUmti Witkout tlMf , 

«y:e o« ihe lAglUb cQuit : aJUi other re- 

4 mediea 


m^H ^4 cgIi4i|iQas pf governing wlH 

tibe a^tUTf of tl]^e thi^g ; for whp k no^ 
(^(ible of (hf influf iv:e of places a{i4 

If qur pUuil^rs fsoadnue to |)e ap|>dinte4 
|>y the EiigUiJi eourt, ;ui4 dii» action ' 
may p(H I)e pfrmitted tp difppfe c^ thf 
^c^ fo4 pUi^es of this king4om to bar 
lance tl^e ^ftiih l^nfcieiy, tjicy will corr 
fupt every thing to that degree, that if 

^y of pur l^ws ftao4 1° ^l^^i^^ ^^7 ^^ 
will get t^em rqpeal^. I^ef no maix 
j&y, that it cannot W prOYe^, that the 
png^ifli court has erer beftowed any 
jbribe in tVw coun^, jFpr they beftow 
all c^ees and penfioas ; they bribe Qs* 
^4 fire m^fim of w 4t our owo «q(^. 
Jtis nothii\g bmt ftn EngUfh i^tereft in 
^if h9uri^> lllftt Ihpfe, wh9 wlfh well to 

1 4 our 
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our country have to ftruggle with at this 
time. We may^ if we pleafe, dream of other 

remedies; but fo long as Scotfmen muft 
go to the Englifh court to obtain offices 
of truft or profit in this kingdom, thofe 
offices will always be managed with re- 
gard to the court fluid intereft of EAgland, 
though to the betraying of the intereft of 
this nation, whenever it comes in com- 
petition with that of England. And 
what lefs can be expeded, unlefs we re*- 
folve to expert miracles, and that greedy, 
ambitious, and for the-moft part neceffi- 
tous men, involved in great debts, bur- 
dened with great families, and havii^ 
great titles to fupport, will lay down their 
places, rather than comply with an Englifh 
. intereft in obedience to the prince's com- 
mands ? Nqw, to find Scotfmen oppofing 
this, and willing that Englifh minifters, 

for 


Akdrew Fletcher* 8i 

for this is the cafe, ibould have the diipofal 
of places and penf^ons in Scotland^ rather 

■ • 

than their own parliament, is matter of 
great ailonifhnient ; but that it fhould be 
fo much is a queftion in the parliament, 
is altogether incomprehenfible : and if an 
indifferent petfon were to judge, he Would 
certainly fay we were an Englifh pariia- 
ment. Every man knows that princes 
^ve places and penfions by the influence 

'of thofe who advife thejn. So that the 
queftion comes to no more than, whether 
this nation would be in a better condition, 
if, in conferring our places and penfions, 
the prince fhould be determined by the 
parliament of Scotland, or by the minifters 
^ of a court, that make it their intereft to 
Iceep us low and miferable. We all know 
that this is the caufe of our poverty, mi- , 
fery and dependence. But we have been 

far 
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for a Ion|; time fo poor, fo mifer^^Ie, aafl 
depending^ that we have neither heart nof 
courage^ thougl) we waat not the mea^^ 
to free Qvrfelyese 


nr. 


My Loud Ghancellok^ 

Jl REJUpICE and ppinipn govern tijp 
worl4»tD the great di(trei6 and ruin of 
xi;^nk;nd ; and thoug|i we ^\y fine} men 
fo rational a^ to charm by the diiinterefle4 
reftitude of th^ir feritjuients in all other 
things, yet when we touch upon any 
wrong opinion witlj which they have 
been early prepolTefr^d, we find the» 
mpre irration^ than any thing in nature ^ 
and not opiy not to be convinced, b^t 
obftinately refolv^d not to hear any r^afp^n 
agvnft it. Thcfe preju<ii^« fge jret (longer 

whea 


vibCQ <l|e.y «re tf^<» up 1^7 ^eat numt 

£94 ii^ona tQ b»T9 tli<ur Uood taimed. or, 
to fpeid; wore prppeilx, thqk animal fpirit? 
MwwmkI by Uxem. Of tl^efe delufiona, 

Ql^e. of t;h« ftroQ^eft, 9n4 mQil pernicious, 
}\» be«o a viplQat iQcUn^vtion Iq many 

row to ^xteQ4 th§ prerogative of the 

pniicf; tQ an al?fQ|ute and unlimited power. 
Ap4 tbQHSht iq Uniited mon^rchies^ all 
good men profits ^d declare themfelves 
enemies to all tyrai^nical pradtices, yet 
2&any^ evea of thefe, are found ready to 
Qppofe fuch neceflary limitations as might 
le^ure t])efn ^om tl^e tyrannical exercife 

Qf power in a prinire, not only fubjed to 
aU the infirmities of pther men, but, by 
the temptations aji^n^ from his power, 
t^ far u^reater. This humour has greatly 

increafed 
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increafe4 in our nation, fince the Union of 

< . • • . . . • t 

the Crowns; and the flavifh fubmiflions. 
which have been made necefiaiy to 'procure 
the favours of the court, have cherifhed and 
fomctpted a fl^vi^i principle. But Imuil; 
take leave to^ put the reprefentativcs of 
this nation ''in mind, that no fuch prin*- 


% • 


jcipl«s were in, this kingdom before the 
Unioh of the Crowns ; and that no mo-r 

harchy in Europe w^ more limited, nor 

« • •*■... 

any peppje njore jealous of liberty than 

the Scots. TheCf principles were firft 
introduced among us after the Union of 
the Crowns, and the prerogative extended 
to the overthrow of oiu: ancient confti- 
tution, chiefly by the prelatical party: 
though the peevifh, imprudent, andde- 
teftable cgndudl of the prefbyterians^ ^jrhp 
oppofed thefe principles only in others, 
drove many into them, gave them greater 

force, 
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force, and rooted them more deeply in 
this nation. Should we not be afhamed 
to embrace opinions contrary to reafon, 
and contrary to 'the fentiments of our an- 
ceftors, merely upon account of the un- 
charitable and infupportable humour and 
ridiculous condud of bigots of any fort ? 
If then no fuch principles were in this 
iiation, and the conilitution of our govern- 
ment had greatly limited the prince's 
. ppwcr before the Union of the Crowns ; 
^ dare any man fay he is a Scotfqjian, and 
, refufc his confent to reduce the govern- 
. mcnt of this nation, after the expiration 

* • , \ 

of the intail, within the fame limits as 
. before that union ? And if, fince the 

Union of the Crowns, every one fees tliat 
, we fland inneed of more limitations: 
. Will any mjin, ad in fo dired ah oppo- 

^ fitiQn to his own reafon, and . thp un- 

•* • . , . 

doubted 


* r ^ * 
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doubted inXtteh b{ his cotititly, as not 
to coiicuV in llhiitlng the goverfttttfeiit yn 
Ih6lfe thkta hdRstt ^6 Unkih, partlcularty 
by the additioh ot Ihis fo necetfaty limi- 
tation for which I arti ftow Ipfealcing? 
My Lord, thefe krt fuch cllat dfeffiOft- 
ftrations ot what we blight. 16 do in fuch 
cOhjYin AtiWs, ihtt all tofeU tjf CGmmoh in- 

gfefauity Wuft: ht athamtrd of rtiterfftg into 
sitif (khjtv m^afures. let us trot Aeu 

titad tli tihe ftfep's of ift'ean and faWA&ig 
^tteftS Iff Miy fott, Wht> jtfe always ^iT- 
|>oled to placfe aft ubfbltrte power hi Ae 
priace, If hi6 dla his part Wifl t^atSFf i*cSr 
ambition, and by ah meant fbppoit tbBr 
ibrm of chutcti-g«>v€Wtrti«ft, fO the peift- 
cution of aH dthet ihfefa, t<rho ^1 flbt 

« 

comply with theit iihpofititolis. Let tis 
\>egin where bur anceftbirs leift c^ IbidbBre 
the Union of the Crowns, ainA be fbt the 

future, 


caufe there h )&M« ii«ed. But I mtift 
take Upon me to iivf^ diaC lie who is not 
^ &t^ giriat limitsationk U]pMl ttie 
power of the {mne<^ particUkarly that for 
which I am fpeakingi in cafe w^ haVi the 
fame king with England, can a£t by no 
|>rincipl^ whfether he be a prefbyterian, 
prelatical^ or prerogative man, fo|r the 
court 6( St. y ermains, or diat bl .Hano- 
ver ; I lay, pfe tan i& by no principle 
tinlefs tiiat of 1>eing a tikve to the court 
ot England for hii own advantage. And 

therefore let not thofe, who gO under 

■• • ' ' 

\he name of prerogative-men, cover them- 

felves with the pretext of principles in 

this cafe } for fuch men are plainly for 

' , - ' ' ^ -^ •. ' 

the prerogative of the Englifh court ovpr 
. this nation, becaufe this limitation is de« 

itoanded 
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manded only ii;i cafe we come to hvft 
the fame king with England. 


t 

I 


AStfortbefecutlty of the kingdom^ brought 
. in by the /ami member. 

X HE eftates of parliament confider- 
ing, that when it fhall pleafe .God to 
afflid this nation with the death of our 

* * * , ■ ' . • 

foyereign lady the queen (whom God of 

his Infinite mercy long p^efervc) if the 

< * • I * 

fame fhall happen to ht without heirs 
of her body, this kingdom may fall into 
great confufion and diforder before a fuc« 
celTor can4)e declared. For preventing 
thereof, our fo^creign lady, with advice 

and confent of thei£ftates of parliamenty 

. « 

flatutes and ordains, that if, at the afore-^ 
laid time, any parliament or convention 

• of 
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"^ of eftatea fliall be aflembled, thca the 

* membets of that parliament or convene- 

* tion of eftates fliall take the adminiftra- 

* tion of the government upon them : 

* excepting thofe barons and boroughs, 

* who, at the aforefaid time, fhall have 

* any place or penfxon, mediately or im- 
^ mediately, of the crown : whofe com- 

^ miflions are hereby declared to be void ; 

* and that n^ members ihall be chofen 
^ in their place : but if there be no parlia- 
^ ment or convention of eftates aftually 

* aflembled, then the members of the cur- 

* rent parliament ftiall aflemble with all 

* poflible diligence : and if there be no 

* current parliament, then the members 

* of the laft diflblved parliament, or con- 

* vention of eftates, Ihall aifemble in lik«k 

* manner : and in thofe two laft cafes, fo 

* foon as there Ihall be one hundred 

K ^ memb^rl 
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members' met< in Which ttumber the ba- 
fens^ and boroughs before-nientioned aref 
liot lo be reckoned^ they ihldl take the 
adminiftration of the government upon 
them i but neither they, nor the mem- 
bers of parliament oi* -convention of 
fefiatesy tf at the time aforefaid afTem- 
bled, Ihall proceed to the weighty affsdr' 
bf naming bnd declaring k fuccefTot^ till 
twettty days after th«fy tave affumed 
the adminiftration of the govemnient : 
both that there may be time for all the 
ether niembers to come to Edinburgh, 
whi^h is hereby declared the place of 
their mccffingi and for the election of 
ilew barong artd Borot]^ghs> in place above- 
mentioned. But fo foon as the twenty 
daya are elapfed, then they fball proceed 
to the' publifhing^ by prdclamation, thd, 
conditions of government, on which 

' . ' they 
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* they will receive the fucceflbr to the 

* imperial crown of this realm ; which, 

* in the cafe only of our being under the 
^ fame klQg with- England, are as follow^ ' 

1. ^ That ele£tions ihall be made at 
^ every Michaelmas head-court for a new 

* parliament every- year: to fit the firft of 

* November next following, and^^djonm 

* themfelves from time to time, till next 

* Michaelmas: that they choofe their own 

* prefident, and that every thing (hall be 

^ determined by balloting, in place of 

* voting. 

2. * That fo many leffer barons fhall 
^ be added to the parliament, as there 
^ have been noblemen created fince the 

* lafl augmentation of the number, of the 

* barons ; and that in all time coming, for 

* every nobleman that fhall be created^ 

K 2 * there 
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* there (hall be a bartm added to the (laiV 
^ liament 

3. ^ That fid mati have vote irt par- 

* liamem but a noblemah ot eleded 

* member 

4. * That the kitig fhall give the fanc^ 

* tion to all laws offered by the eftates } 
^ atid that the prefident of the parliament 

* be impowered by his majefty to give? 

* the ran^tion in his abfence, and have 

* ten pounds fierling a day falaty* 

j*! * That a committee of one and 

* thirty iftembertj of which nine to be a 

* quorum, chofen out of their own num« 

* her, by every parliament, fhall^ during 
^ the intervals of parliament, under the 

* king, have the adminiftration of tht 

* government, be his council, and ac- 
^ countable to the next parliament ; with 

powcf 
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power oa extraordinary ocqafioas to 
call the parliament together: and that 
In the iaid council^ all things be deter^* 
mined by balloting in place of voting, 

6. * That the king, without confent 
of parliament^ (hall not have the power 
of making peaqe and war; or that of 
concluding any treaty with any oth^ 
ilate or potentate* 

-J. ' That aU places and offices, both 
civil and military, and all penfions for«- 
merly conferred by our kings, ihall ever 
after be giveQ by parliament. 

8. ^ That no regiment or company of 
horfe, foot, or dragoons, be kept on foot 

in peace or war, but by confent of par- 
liament. 

9. * That all the fencible men of the 
nation, betwixt fixty and fixteen, be, 
with all diligence poiTible, armed with 

K 3 * bayonets. 
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^ bayonets, and firdcxJci all of a caliber, 
^ and cooidntie ali/raTS poroivided in fuch 

* anns, with ammiuiition fuitaUe. 

ic ' That no general indemnity, oor 
^ pardon for amy tranfgreffion againfl the 
^public, iliali be TaBd without confent 

* of parliament. 

" It. ,!That tfie fifteen fcnactors of the 

* College of Juftice fhall 'be incapable of 

* bdng members of parfiament, o^^ of any 

> 

* Other 'oSrctj or any penfion r hvlt the 

* falary that belongs to then* place to be 

* increafed sus tlie padiament fliafl think 

* fit : tlrat the office t)f prcfldent fliall be 

* iti three of their nimiber to be named 

* by parfiameitt, and that tliere T>e no 

* extraordinary lords. And alfo, tliat tlie 

* lords of the jnftlce^court fliall be diftindt 
^ -from thofe of the feffion, and; under the 

* feme rcftrii^jons. 

12. * That 
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I a. ^ That if any kiag break in ^9n jtjl97 
of iJiefs cpgiditions of gpvgrRflfieijt; he 
ihally by the ^ates, b^ jle^lar^d tG hj^Yie 
forfeited the crown. 

. ^ Which proclamation made, they iape- 
to go on to the naaiiiug and fleclaiijig 
a fuccefTor •: and when he is declareii^ 
if prefent, are to reiad ito him th.e fAdim 
of right and ^on^t^ons of goyefomeii^t 
aboy^qgijt|Ofied, ,and to dffire of ^, 
that he may ACe?pj the crpv* ?MSf:prd-. 
iijLgly J and jbe ac?epti^g, they s^ to 
adminiftex to hir^ the pa|h of corona- 
tipij ; b^t if th? fuccefTpr be npt prefent^ 
,tbey are to delegate f\ich of their own 
' number ^8 they fhall .thiiik fit^ to fee 
the iame performed, as faid is; an4 
ai;^ to continue in the adminiftration 
of tlxe government, until the fucceflor's 
accepting pf the crown^ upon the aforcr 

K4 *faid 
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* fald terms, be known to them : where- 
^ upon having then a king at their head^ 

* they ihall, by his authority, declare them<- 

* felves a parliament, and proceed to the 

* doing of whatever (hall be thought ex- 

* pedient for the welfare of the realm. And 

* it is likewife, by the authority aforefaid^ 

* declared^ that if her prefent majefty. 

» 

* fhall think fit, during her own time, 

* with the advice and confent of the 

* eftates of parliament, failing heirs of Her 

* body, to declare a fucceflor, yet never-^' 

* thelefs, after her majefty's deceafe, the 

* members of parliament or convention 

* fhall, in the feveral cafes, and after the 

* manner above fpecified, meet and admit 

* the fucceflor to the government, in the 

* terms, and after the nianner, as faid is, 

* And it is hereby further declared, that 

* after the deceafe. of her majefty, and 

* failing 
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* failing heirs of her hody^^ the foremeq-^ 
^ tioned manner and method ihaU» in tl^e 

* feveral cafes, be that of declaring an4 

* admitting to tl^e governmtent all thofc 

* who fhall hereafter fucceed to the im-^ 

* perial crown of this r?alm \ and that }| 

^ fliall be high tr^afon for any man to ^ 
^ own Of acknowledge any perfon $1$ kingj 

* or queen pf thjs realm, till they arc 

* declared and admitted in the abpve^ 
^ mentioned manner. And laftly, it ia. 

* hereby declared, that by the death of 

* her majefty, or any of her fucceflbrs, 

* all commiflions, both civil and military, 

* fall and are void j and that this adl 

* ihall come in place of the feventeepth 

* adt of the fixth feffion of king VVilli^m's 
^ parliament. And all adis and laws, that 
^ any way derogate frpm this prefent a£t. 
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* w^ Jjjereby in fp far declared yoi4 ft»d 

* abrogated/ 


I— iip— I 


IV, 

My Lord Chanc^h-or^ 

J.T is thf Btmpft height pf hujnaa pni- 
^eope to fee and embrace jey^ favourable 
opportUJiity; aiwJ if .^ ?vord /poken in 
feafoo does, for the mpft part, prp^^ce 
•wQCid^rful effed? ; of wl^at gp.nfequence 
i^md adv,3At*ge muft it foe to a ^atio^ ia 
detiberfttions of the higheft jjapn^fnt^ ia 
QCcafiOQS, when paft, for .^yer irretripyfthlc^ 
ttj> enter iuto the right path, ^d it^e 

jbojd of the golden opportimity wbfch 
ijx^e^ fhe moft arduous things eafy, aind 
'Hyithowt which the moft inconfidi^able. 
may put a Hop to all -piir affairs ? Wc 
7 have 
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bare £his day an opportanity in oor hands 
which if we manage to the advantage 
of the nation we have the honour to re- 
prcfent, we may, fo far as the viciflitudc 
an4 uncertainty of human affairs will 
permit, be for many ages «afy and happy. 
But if Tve defpife or negled this occaiion, 
we have voted 'Our perpetual dependence 
on another nation. If men could always 
retain tliofe juft inrpr^ffiom of thtngB 
they at fome ^mes "have upon their nunds, 
they would be much more fteady in theif 
actions. And as 1 may l!)6ldly fay, 'fliat 

no man is to l>e found in thisheufe, ^ 

• < . . . . 

who, at Xome time or other, has tiot had 
that juft fenfe of the miftrabfe condition ... 
to which this nation is reduced by a de- 
pendence upon the EngliQi court, 1 fliould 
demand no more but the like impreffions 
at this time to pafs all the fimitations 

mentioned 


loa 
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jneQtionefl in the drayght of an aA I h^i^ 
already brought into this houfe; (ince 
they are not limitations upon any prince^^ 
who (hall only be king of Scotland^ not 
do any way tend to feparate us fironi 
England} but calcul^ed merely tp this 
end, that fQ long as we continue to be 
under th^ fame prince with our neighs 
hour nation^ we may be free from th^ 
influence of Englifh councils and minir^ 
fters} that the nation may not be im-^ 
poveriihed by an e^^penfiye attendance 
at court| and that the force and exerciff^ 
of our government may be, as far as 
is poflible^ within ourfelves. By which 
means trade, manufadlures, and hufbandry 
will flourifh, and the affairs of the nation 
be no longer negleded, as they have been 
hitherto. " 

Thefe are the ends to which all the limi- 
tations 


uAoM ate difeded^ that Englifh cOunciU 
may not hinder the a£t$ of our parliar^ 
ments froiil receiving the royal aflent j 
that we may not be engaged without our 
eonreiit in the quarrels they may have 
with other nations; that they may not 
. obftrud die meeting of bur parliaments^ 
nor interrupt their fitting j that We may 
not ftand in iteed of pofting to London 
for places and penfionsi by which^ what^ 
ever particular men may get^ the nation 
muft always be a loler j nor apply for the 
remedies of our grievances to a courts 
where, (ot the moft part, none are to be 
had* On the contrary^ if thefe conditions 
of government be enabled, our conftitu- 
tion will be amended, and bur grievances 
be eafily redreffed by a due execution of 
our own laws^ which to this daj we have 
never been able to obtain* The Jbeft and 

wifeft 
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wifeft men ia England will be glad td 
hear that thefe limitations are fettled by 
us< For though the ambition of courtiersi 
lead them to defire an rnicontroolable 
power . at any rate j yet wifer men will 
confidery that when two nations live un« 
der the fame prince, the condition of the 
one cannot be made intolerable^ but a fe« 
paration mud inevitably follow, which 

.will be dangerous if not de{lru(^ive to 
both. The fenate of -Rome wifely deter- 
mined in the bufinefs of the Privernates, 
that all people would take hold of the firft 

I 

opportunity to free themfelves from an 
uneafy condition ; that no peace cpuld be 
lading, in which both p^ies did not find 
(heir account j and that no alliance was 
ftrong enough to keep two nations in 
amity,, if the condition of either were 
made worfc by iu - For my own part, 

my 
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my lord chancellor^ before I will confent 
to continue in our .prefent miferlble and 
languiihing condition after the deceafe of 
her majefly, and heirs of her body failings 
I fliall rather give my vote for a fe-* 
paration from England at any rate« I 
hope no man^ who is now pofleded of 
^n office^ will take umbrage at thefe con«* 

ditiond of government, though fome of 
them feem to diminifh, and others do en- 
tirely fupprefs the place he poflefles : fbf 
betides the fcdtidal of preferring a private 
ihtefell before that oi Our country^ thefe 
limititiona are not to take place imme- 
diately. The queen is yet young, and by 
the grace of Cod may live tnany years, I 
hope longer than all thofe ihe has placed 
in any truil ; and ihould we not be happy^ 
if thofe who, for the future, may defign 
to recommend themfelves for any oi^ice^ 

. could 
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could not do It by any othef way thatt 
the favour of this houfe, whkh they Vrho 
appear for thefe conditions Well deferve 
in a i£kt)te emineht degree? Would we 
rather court an Engliih minifler for a 
place than ia pdfliatneiit of Scotland ? Are 
"tre afraid of being taken out of the hands 
of Englifh courtiers, and left to goveru 
ourfelves ? And do We doubt whether art 
Englifh miniftry or a Scots parliament 
will be moft for the intereft of Scotland ? 
But tliat which feems moft difficult in this 
queftion^ and in which if fatisfa£tion be 
given, I hope no man will pretend to be 
diffatisfied with thefe limitations, is the 
intereft of a king of Great Britain, And 
here I fhall take liberty to fay, that as the 
limitations do no way afiedt any prince 

« • 

that may be king of Scotland only, fo 

t^cy will be foux\d highly advaijtAgeoufi 

4 ' to 
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to a ting of Great Britain. Some of qur 
late kings, when they have been per- 

r 

piexed about the affairs of Scotland, did 
let fall fuch expreflions as intimated they 
thought them not worth their application. 
And indeed we ought not to wonder if 
princes, like other men, fhould grow 
weary of toiling where they find no ad- 
vantaga But to fet this affair in a true 
light : I defire to koow, whether it can be 
more advantageous to a king of Great . 
Britain to have an unlimited pterbgative 
over this country, in our prelcnt ill con- 
dition, which turns to no account, than 
.that this nation, grown rich and powerful 
under ihefc conditions of governmeiit, 
fliould he able upon any emergency to 
furnifh a good body of land forces, with 
a fquadron of fhips for war, all paid by 

m 

ourfelves, to affift his majefty in the wars 

L he 
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he may undertake for the defence of the 
proteftant religion and liberties of Europe. 
Now^ fince I hope I have fhewn, that 
thofe who are for the prerogative of the 
kings of Scotland, and all thofe who are 
poflefled of places at this time, together 
with the whole Englilh nation, as well as 
a king of Great Britain, have caufe to be 
fatisfied with thefe regulations of govern-r 
ment, I would know what difficulty cap 
remain ; unlefs that, being accuftom?d to 
live in a dependency, and unacquainted 
with liberty, we know not fo much as the 
meaning of the word ; nor, if that fhould 
be explained to us, can ever perfuade our- 
felves we fliall obtain the thing, though 
we have it in our power, by a few votesi, 
to fef ourfelves and our pofterity free. Tp 
fay that this will ftop at the royal aflent, 
is a fuggeftion difrefpedful to her majefty, 

and 
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4nd which ought neither to be mentioned 
in parliament, nor be confidercd by any 
member of thi$ houfe. And, were this a 
proper time, I am confident I could fay 
fuch thingvS as, being reprefented to the 
queen, would convince her, that no per- 
fon can have greater intereft, nor obtain 
more lafting honour, by the enadling of 

thefe conditions of government, than her 
majefty. And if the nation be affifted in 
this exigency by the good offices of his 
grace the high commiflioner, I fhall not 
doubt to affirm, that in procuring this 
blefling to our country from her majefty, 
he will do more for u§, than all the great 
men of that nQble family, of which he is 
defcended, ever did ; though it feem« to 
have been their peculiar province for dU 
vers ages, to defend the liberties of this 
nation againft the power of the Englifh 

L z and 
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imd the deceit of courtiers. What further 
arguments can I ufe to perfuade this houfe 
to enaft thefe limitations, and embrace 
this occafion, which we have fo little de- 
ferved? I might bring many; but the 
moft proper and effedual to perfuade all, 
I take to be this : that our anceftors did 
enjoy the moft eflential liberties contained 
in the a£l I prcpofed : and though fome 
few of lefs moment are among them 
which they had not, yet they were in 
poffeffion of divers others not contained 
in thefe articles : that they enjoyed thefe 
privileges when they were feparated from 
England, had their prince living among 
them, and confequently ftood not in fo 
great need of thefe limitations* Now, 
^ fmce we have been under the fame prince 
with England, and therefore ftand in the 
greateft need of them, we have not only 

neglected 
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tteglefted to make a due provifion of that 
kind, but in divers parliaments have given 
away our liberties, and upon the matter 
fubje<9:ed this crown to the court of Eng- 
land ; and ate become fo accuftomed to 
depend on them, that we feem to doubt 
whether we fhall lay hold of this happy 
opportunity to refume our freedom. If 
nothing elfe will move us, at leaft let us 
not a£t in oppofition to the light of our 
own reafon imd confcience, which daily 
reprefents to us the ill conftitution of our 
government, the low condition into which 
we arc funk, and the extreme poverty, dif# 
trefs, and mifery of our people. Let ui 
confider whether we will have the nation 
continue in thefe deploi^ble circumftanceS) 
and lofe this opportunity of bringing free- 
dom and plenty among us. Sure the heart 
of every honeft man muft bleed daily, to 

L 3 .fee 
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fee the mifcry in which our commons^ 
and even many of our gentry, live ; which 
has no other caufe but the ill conftitutioni 
of our government, and our bad govern- 
ment no other root but our dependence 
upon the court of England. If our kings 
lived among us, it would not be ftrange 
to find thefe limitations rejected. It is 
not the prerogative of a king of Scotland 
I would diminifh, but the prerogative of 
Englifh minifters over this nation* To 
conclude, thefe conditions of government 
being either fuch as our anceftors enjoyed, 
ior principally direded to cut off our de- 
pendence, on an Englifh court, and not to 
take place during the life of the queen j 
he who refufes hi^ confent to them, what- 
,ever he may be by birth, cannot fure be a 
Scotfman by afFedion. This will be a true 
.teft to diftinguifh, not whig from tory, 
7 prelby- 
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prefbyterian from epifcopal, Hanover from 
St. Germains, nor yet a courtier from a 
man out of place ; but a proper tqft to 
diftinguifh a friend from an enemy to his 
country. And indeed we are fplit into fo 
many parties, and cover ourfelves with fo 
many falfe pretexts, that fuch a teft feems 
neceflary to bring us into the light, and 
Ihew every nian in his own colours. In 
a word, my lord chancellor, we are to 
confider, that though we fufFer under 
many grievances, yet our dependence up- 
on the court of England is the caufe of 
all, comprehends them all, and is the band 
that ties up the bundle. If we break this, 
they will all drop and fall to the ground : 
if not, this band will ftraiten us more and 
more, till we fhall be no longer a people. 
I therefore humbly propofe, that, for 

the fecurity of oiir religion, liberty, and 

L 4 trade, 
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trade, thefe limitations be declared. By a0 
refolution of this houfe, to be the con-^ 
ditions, upon which the nation will re- 
ceive a fucceffor to the crown of this 
realm, after the deceafe of her prefent ma- 
jefty, and failing heirs of her body, iv% 
cafe the faid fucceffor fliall be alfo king cwr 
queen of England. 


V. 

My LoRI> CHANCELLOIty 

_ « 

X AM forry to hear what has been juft 
now fpoken from the throne. I know the 
duty I awe to her majefty, and the re- 
fpe£t that is due to her commiilioner; and 
therefore (hall fpeak with a juft regard fo 
both. But the duty I owe to my country 
obliges me to fay, that what we have now 
heard from the throne, muft of ncceffity 
5 proceed 
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proceed fi^m Englifli coundls. If we had 
demanded, that thefe timitatioiis ihould 
take {dace during the life of her majefly^ 
Dr of the heirs of her hody, perhaps we 
might have no great reafon to complain, 
though they fhould be refufed But that 
her majefty fhould prefer the prerogative 
of fhe knows not who, to the happinefs 
of the whole people of Scotland ; that fhe 
fhould deny her afTent to fuch conditions 
of government as are not limitations upon 
the crown of i^cotland, but only fuch as 
are abfolutely neceffary to relieve us from 
a fubjedion to the court of England, muft 
proceed from Englifh councils; as well 
becaufe there is no Scots minifler now at 
London, as becaufe I have had an ac* 
count, which I believe to be too well 
grounded^ that a letter to this efie^ has 
been fent down hither by the lord trea- 

furer 
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furer of England, not many days ago* 
Befides, all men who have lately been at 
London well know, that nothing has been 
more common, than to fee Scotfmen of 
the feveral parties addrefling themfelves 
.to Englifh minifters about ScotB affairs; 
and even to fome ladies of that court, 
whom, for the refpedl I bear to their re- 
lations^ I ftiall not name. Now, whether 
we Ihall continue under the influence and 
fubjedkion of the Englifli c?ourt ; or whe- 
ther it be not high time to lay before her 
majefty, by a vote of this houfe, the con^ 
dftions of government upon which we 
will receive a fucceflfor, I leave to the 
wifdom of the parliament. This I muft 
fay, that to tell us any thing of her ma- 
jefty's intentions in this affair, before we 
have prefented any adt to that purpofe for 
the royal affent, is to prejudge the caufe, 

and 
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and altogether unparliamentary. I will 
addj that nothing has ever fhewn the- 
power and force of Englifh councils upon 
our affairs in a more eminent manner at 
any time, iince the union of the crowns. 
No man in this houfe is more convinced 
of the great advantage of that peace which 
both nations enjoy by living under one 
prince. But as, on the one hand, ibme. 
men, for private ends, and in order to get 
into offices, have either neglefted or be- 
trayed the intereft of this nation, by -a 
mean compliance with the Engliftx court ; 
fo on the other fide it cannot be denied^ 
that we have been but indifferently ufejj 
by the Englifh nation. I fhall not infifl 
upon the affair of Darien, in which, by 
their means and influence chiefly, we fuf- 
fered fo great a lofs both in men and 
money, as to put us almoft beyond hope 

of 
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bf ever having any coniideraUe trade; and 
this contrary to their own true intereft, 
which now appears but too vifibly. I 
Ihall not go about to enumerate inftances 
of a provoking nature in other matters, 
but keep myfelf precifely to the thing we 
are upon. The Englifh nation did, fome 
time paft, take into confideration the no- 
mination of a fucceffor to that crown ; an 
affair of the highefl importance, and, one 
would think, of common concernment to 
both kingdoms. Did they ever require 
our concurrence? Did they ever defire 
the late king to caufe the parliament of 
Scotland to meet, in order to take our 
advice and confent ? Was not this to tell 
us plainly, that we ought to be concluded 
by their determinations, and were not 
worthy to be confulted in the matter i 
Indeed^ my lord chancellor^ confidering 

their 
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their whole carriage in this affair, and the 
broad infinuations we have now heard^ 
that we are not to expert her majefty*s 
^ffent to any limitations on a fucceilbr 
(which muft proceed from EngUfli conn^ 
cils), and confidering we cannot propofc to 
ourfelves any other relief from that fervi- 
tude we lie under by the influence of t)iat 
court ; it is my opinion, that the houfe 
come to a refolution, That after the de^ 
ceafe of her majefty^ heirs of her body fail* 
ing^ we will feparatt our crown from that 
of England. 


VI. 

My Lord Cha;ncellor, 

JL HAT there fhould be limitations <m 
a fucceffor, in order to take away our de« 
pendence on the <ourt of England, if both 

nations 
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nations fliould have the fame king, no 
man here feems to oppofe. And I think 
very few will be of opinion, that fuch 
limitations fhould be deferred till the meet- 
ing of the nation's reprefentatives upon 
the deceafe of her majefty. For if the 
fucceflbr be not named before that time, 
every one will be fo earned to promote 
the pretenfions of the perfon he moft 
aSe<^8, that new conditions will be alto- 
gether forgotten. So that thofe who are 
only in appearance for thefe limitations, 
and in reality againft them, endeavour for 
their laft refuge to miflead well-meaning 
men, by telling them, that it is not ad- 
vifable to put them into the ad of fcQurity, 
as well for fear of lofmg all, as becauf? 
they will be more conveniently placed in 
a feparate adt. My lord chancellor, I 
would fain know if any thing can be 

rporc 
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more proper in an ad: which appoints the 
naming and manner of admitting a fuc- 
ceflbr, than the conditions on which we 
agree to receive him. I would know, if 
the deferring of any thing, at a time when 

naturally it lliould take place, be not to 
put a flur upon it, and an endeavour to 
defeat it. And if the limitations in quef- 
tion are pretended to be fuch a burden in 
the a£t, as to hazard the lofs of the whole, 
can we expert to obtain them when {qt 
parated from the afl: ? Is there any com- 
mo|i fenfe in this ? Let us not deceive omv 
felves, and imagine that the a£t of 1696 
does not expire immediately after the 
queen and heirs of her body ; for in all 
that a<3:, the heirs and fucceflbrs of his late 
majefty king William are always reftrained 
and fpecified by thefe exprefs words, * ac- 
* cording to the declaration of the eftates, 

* dated 


no Speeches of 

* dated the I ith of April 1689/ So that, 
unleft we make a due proviflon by fome 
new law, a diflblution of the government 
will enfue immediately upon the death of 
her majefty, failing heirs of her body* 
Such an a£t therefore being of abfolute 
and indifpenfable neceflity, I am of opi* 
nion, that the limitations ought to be in- 
ferted therein as the only proper place 
for them, and fureft way to obtain them : 
and that whoever would feparate them, 
does not fo much defire we ihould obtain 
the ad, as that we ihould lofe the limi^ 
tations* 


. VII. 
Mv Lord Chancslloi, 

A HOPE I need not inform this honour- 
able houfe, that all ads ^hich can be pro- 

pofed 
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pofed for the fecurity of this kingdom^ 
are vain and empty propofitions, unlefs 
they are fupported by arms ; and that to 
rely upon any law, without fuch a fecu- 
rity, is to lean upon a Ihadow, We had 
better never pafs this ad : for then'we ihall 
not imaging we have done any thing for 
our fecurity ; ^nd if we think wq can do 
^ny thing tSeStnal withput that prpviiion^ 
we deceive ourfelves, and we in 4 moft 
dangcFOUs cpqdition. Such an a& cannot 
be faid to be an a£t for the fecurity of 
any thing, in which the moft neceffary 
qjaufc is wanting, and without which all 
the reft is of no force ; neither can any 
kingdom be really fecured but by arming 
the people, Let no man pretend that we 
have ftanding forces to fupport this law ; 
and that, if their numbers be not fufticient, 
we may raife more. It is very well known 

M this 
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this nation cannot mountain fo many fland^ 
^ng forces as would be neeeflaiy for ou» 
defence, though we coulcj entirely rely 
ppon their fidelity. ThepoflefEonpfarms 

is the diftindlion of a freeman from a 

« 

ilave. V He who has nothing, and belongs 
to another, muft be defended by him, and 
needs no arms : but he who thinks he is 
his own mafter, and has a;ay thing hq 
may call his own, ought to have arm§ to 

defend himfdf and what he^poffefles, or. 
elfe he liyes precarioufly and at difcretion. 
And though for a while thofc Vfho have 
the fword in their jpower abftain from 
doing him injuries ; yet, by degrees, he 
will be aw?4 into a fubmiffion to every ar- 
bitrary command. Our anceftors, by being 
ilways armed, and frequently m adtion, 
defended themfelves againft the Romans^ 
Danes, and Engliih ; and maintained their 

iiberty 
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liberty agjuaft the iacroachmentfi of their 
own princes. If we are not rich enough 
to pay a^ fufficient number of ftanding 
fprc^Sy we hfkve at leaft this advantage^ 
that arms in our own hands ferve no lef* 
to maintain our liberty at home, than to 
defend us from enemies abroad. Other 
nations, if they think they can truft ftand* 
ing forces, m^y, by their means, defend 
themfelves againfl foreign enemies* But 
we, who have not wealth fufiicient to pay 
fuch forces, fhould not, of all nations un^ 
der heaven, be unarmed. For ua then tq 
continue without arms, is to be dlre£tly 
in the condition of Have? : to be found 

m 

unarmed, in the wwt qf hey majeftyV 
death, would bQ to havQ no manner qf 
fecurity for our liberty, property, or the 
independence of this kingdom. By being 
unarmed, we every day run the rift: of our 

M2 »11^ 
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all, fince we know not how foon that 
event may overtake us : to continue ftiH 
unarmed^ when, by this very aft now 
under deliberation, we have put a cafe, 
which happening may feparate w from 
England, would be the groffeft of all (oh 
lies. And if we^do not provide foe arniT 
ing the kingdom in fuch an exigency, we 
ihail become a jeft apd ^ proverb to the 
world* 


^I'l'mmmmmmmmmmmi/mtKmtfmmtmmimm^ 


VIII, 

I 

My Lord Chancellor, 

4 

If in the fad event of her majefty's de- 
ceafe without heiis of her body, any con- 
fiderable military force fhould be in the 
hands of one or more men, who might 
have an underftanding together, we are 
not very fure what ufe they would make 

of 


>. * 


I 

Ani>rew Fletcher. 145 

of thcih in fo nice ahd critical a conjunc- 
ture. We know, that as the moft juft and 
honourable enterprifes, when they fail, 
are accounted in the number of rebellions; 
fo all attempts^ however unjuft^ if they 
fucceed^ dways putge themfelves of all 
guilt and imputation. If a man prefume 
he ihall have fuccefs, and obtain th^ utmoft 
of his hopes, he will hot too nicely exa- 
iniile the point of right, nor balance too 
fcrupUl6uily the injury he does to his 
country. I would not have any man take 
this for a reflexion upon thofe honours- 
able perfons, who have at prefent the 
command of our troops. For, betides 
that ^e are not certain who ihall be in 
thofe commands at the time of fuch an 
events we are to know that all men are 
frail, and the wicked and mean«fpirited 
world has paid too much honour to many, 

M 3 who 
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who have fubverted the liberties of theif 
country* We fee a great difpofidon it dib 
lime lit fome men, not to confent to any 
Emitations on a focceflbr^ though we 
ihould name the fame with Englind. 
And therefore iince this is pnibaUiy the 
!afl: opportunity we fhali ever have c£ 
fi^eeing oiftfelVes from our depenj^iAce on 
the £ngli(h courts we Oughf tp manage it 
with the utmoft jealoufy sad diffidence 
of fuch men. For though ,we have w^ 
dered the nation ti> be btmed and exer^ 
cifed^ which iriU be a fi^dent defence 
when done; yet we know not but the 
event,. Which God avert, may happen be- 
fore thifc can be efie^ted^ And we may 
eafily imagine, what a feW boll men, at 
the head of » fmall number of regular 
ttdops^ might do^ when all things are i» 
confufiodf and fufpenfe* So that we ought 
I to 
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io niake efiedual provifibn^ with the ut^ 

inbft circumfpedion^ that adi fuch fotx:ed 
may be fubferWcnt tri tK« gbverriiricnt 
and intereft of this nation^ aiki not to the 
jlprivate ambition of their eommanders. I 
th^efdre move^ that immfediately upon 
the dtceafe bf her majefty, cdl military 

eoihniiffibns above thiit of a laptain be 
null and vbid# 


tmA^ 


tx. 

My tiORD CHAKCELt^OR, 

1 KNOW It U the undbubted 'prerogai- 
tive of her fiiajefty^ that no ad of this 
houfe ihiil have tha £otte of a Ikw witb- 
<mt her royal afkfiU And as I am confidenft 
his ginice the high eommlfliqner is fufii- 
tUiitly inftruCted) to give that alfent^to 

M 4 every 
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every a£k which fhall be laid before him ;; 
fo more particularly to the ad for the fe*' 
curity of the kingdom, which has already 
pafled this houfe : an ad that preferves ti9 
from inarchy : ah ad that ahns a de-^ 
fencdefe people : an ad that has coil the 
repreientatives of this kingdom much time 
and l^our to frame, and the nation a very 
great expence : an ad that his pafled by a 
great majority : and above all, an ad that 
contains a caution of the higheft import- 
ance for the amendment of oiu: conftitu- 
don. I did not prefume the other day, 

r 

immediately after this ad was voted, to 
^fite the royal aflent i I thougiu it a juft 
deference to the high commiflioner, not 
XQ mention it at that time. NHthet would 
I now, but only that Imay have an oppor- 
tunity to repfdent to his grace, that as he 
who gives readily doubles the gift ; fo hia 

grace 


Andrew FtETCHEit. i^6 

grace has now in his hands th^ moil glo« 
nous and honourable occafip% that. any 
perlbn of this nation ever had, of making 
himfelf acceptablei and his memory for 
ever grateful to the people of this l^ing- 
dom : iince the honour of giving the royal 
aflent to. a laW) which lays a lading fbun* 
dation {(X their liberties^ has been refeired 
to him* 


My Lord Chanceilor, 

\Jn the day that the a£t for the fecurity 
of the kingdom pafled in this houfe, I did 

* ' * • 

not prefume to move for the royal aflentr 
The next day of our meeting, I men- 

« 

tioned it with all imaginably refpe<St and 
deference, for his grace the high com- 

miilioner^ 
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ittii!ionef y and divers honourable peffeill 
&coiided me^ If now^ after the noUtf 
lord who fpoke laft, I infift upon it, I 
think I am no \;ray to be blamed. I (halt 
not endeavour to fheW the tteteffity ot 
this aft, in which the whole fecurity of* 
Ae nation now lies, having i^oken to 
tiiat point the other day j but Ihali take 

occafion to fay fomething conCeifning^ the 
delay of giving the ifOyal aftent to adld 
pafled in this houTe { for which I could 
never hear a good reafon^ except that a 
commiilioner wag not fufEalently in-» 
ftmfbed^ But that cannot be the ttnl 
reafon at this time, becaufe feverai aft^ 
have lain long for the royal afleiit : iii 
particular, that to ratify a former ad^ 
for turning the convention into a pkrlia* 
ment, afid fencing the claim of rights 
which no man doubrs his grac^ is fuffi* 

dently 
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tietiAy * iiyftru&ed tb pafd* Wc mufl; 
therefore look elfewhere for the reafon 
of this dela^i and ought to be eKcufcd 
in doiilg thi) ; iiilce ib \kth rogdird is hftd^ 
and To Uttl< latU^ii^it)!^ giv«n to the'te* 
prefentativ69 pf this nation» vrho have for 
more thaft tJirels months etpployed. diem- 
(elves with the griateft affidQity in the fer- 
vice of their country, and yet have (lot feea 
the leaft fruit of their labours crowned with 
the royal affent Only one a£t has been 
touched, &r recognizing her majefty'. 
juft right, which is a thing of courfe. 
This gives but top good reafon to cho^e; 
who fpeak freely^ to iay that the royal 
aifent is induftrioufly fu^nded^ in order 
to oblige fome men to vote, as ihtll be 
moft expedient to a certain interefl ^ and 
ibat this ieillon of parliament; is.ccmtin)|ied 
fo long, chiefly to make men uneafy, who 

have 
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have neither places nbr penficin^ toXhear 
their charges; that by this meana ads 
for moneyi impdrtation of French wine^* 
and the like^ may pjiis id a thih houfcj 
which Will not fail immediately td re^^ 
ceive the royal iflent^ Whilft the ads that 
concern the wdfarcf, and peihaps the 
▼ery being of the nation, remain un^ 
touched. 


XL 
My Lord Chakcellok^ • 

DEING under fbme ipprehenfions that 
her majefty may receive ill advicfe in "this 
afiair, from minifters who frequendy mii^ 
take former bad pradices for good pre*' 
cedents, I defire that die third ad of the 
firft feffion of the firft parliament of king 
Charles the Second may be jead< 
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4S the third if ibe frji fejjiony Par, L 

Car, th 

^El ajferting bis majejiys royal prerogative^ 
in calling dnd dijolving of parliaments^ 
and making oflaws^ 

^ X HE eftates of parliament, now con- 

* vened by his majeftjr^s Ipecial authority, 
^ confidering that the quietnefs, (lability, 
^ and happinefs of the people, do depend 
f upon the fafety of the king^s majefty^s 
^ facred perfon, and the maintenance of 

♦ hi« fovereign authority, princely power, 

♦ and prerogative royal ; and conceiving 

* themfelves obliged in confcience, and 
^ in difcharge of their duties to almighty 
^ Cod, to the king^s majefty, and to their 
^ niative country, to make a due acknow- 
^ ledgment thereof at this time, do there- 
f fore unapimoufly declare, that they will, 

♦ with 
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with their Uvea and fortunea, maintaii^ 
and defend the fame. And they da 
hereby acknowledge^ that the power of 
caUing, holding, proroguing, and dif. 
folving of parliaments, and all conven-t 
tions and meetings of the eftates does 

folely refide in the king's niajdfty, his 
heirs and fucccQbrs. And that as pa 
parliament can* bq lawfully kept, without 
the fpecial warrant and prefoiice of thf 
king's raajefty, or his commiflionerj 
fo no ads, fentences or ftatutes, to be 
pafled in parliament, can be binding 
upon the people, or have the authority 
and force of laws, without the fpecial 
authority and approbation of the king's 
majeily, or his commiilioner interponed 
thereto, at the making therepf. And 
therefore the king's majefty, with ad- 
vice and confcnt of his eftates of parlia- 

* ment, 
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f menty doth hereby refcind and annul al) 
1^ laws, adls, ftatutes^ or practices that h'a^ij 

♦ been, or upon any pretext whatfocv^f 
^ may be, or feem contrary to, or iticoa- 

♦ fiftent with, his majefty's juft ppwer 
f and prerogative above-mentioned j and 
? declares the fame to have been unlaw-? 
? ful, ahd to be void and null in all 
^ time coming. And to the end that 
^ this ad and acknowledgn^ent, which 
^ the eftates of parliament, from the fenfe 
^ of their humble duty and certain know* 

♦ ledge, have h«eby made, may receive 
f the more exaCt obedience in time coming; 
^ it is by his majefty, with advice afore- 
? faid, ftatute and ordained, that the punc- 
f tual obfervance thereof be fpecially it- 
y garded by alj his majefty 's fubje&s^ and 
^ that none of them^ upon any pretext 
\ whatfo^v^r, offer to call in ijueflion, im^ 

pugo, 
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^ pug^j or do any deed to the contrary^ 
• Jiereof^ under pain of tyeafop,' 

My Lord Chancellor, 
THE queftions concerning the king's 
prerogative and the people's privileges are 
nice and difEcult« . Mr, William Colvin, 
who was pne qf the wif^ft jnen this na- 
tion ever had^ ufed to {ay cpncenuog de- 
fenfive arms^^ that he wifhed all princes 
thought them lawful, and the people un- 
lawful* Ai^d indeed I heartily wiih, that 
(bixkething like thefe moderate fentiments 
i^ht always determine all matters in 
queftiooi between both. By the copfti- 
tution of this kingdom, no a6k of the 
eftates had the force di a law, unlefs 
touched by the king's fceptre, which was 
his undoubted prerogative. The touch of 
his fceptre gave authority to our laws, as 

his 


AndI^EW FtETtHER. I37 

his (bunp did a currency to our coin : but 
he had no right to refufe or with-hold 

either* It is pretended by fome men, that, 
in virtue of this aft, the king may refufe 
the royal aflent to afts pafled by the 
cftates of the kingdom. But it ought to 
be confidered, that this law is only an 
acknowledgment and declaration of the 
king's prerogative, and confequently gives 
:Aothing new to the prince. The a<S ac- 
knowledges this to be the' prerogative of 
the king, that whatever is pafled in this 
houfe, cannot have the force of a law 
without the royal aflent, and makes it 
high treafon to quelHon this prerogative ; 
becaufe the parliament, during the civil 
war, had ufurped a power of impofing 
their own votes upon the ptople for law, 
though neither the king, nor «iy perfojti 
conuniffionated by him were prdfent : and 
* N thi» 
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this new law was wholly and (imply cd*^ 
refted to abolilh arid refcind that ufurpa*^ 
tion^ as appears by the tenoiir and exprefs 
words of the aft ; which does neither ac<^ 
knowledge nor declare, that the prince 
has a power to refufe the royal aflent to 
any afl: prefented by the parliament. If 
any one fhould fay, that the lawgivers 
defigned no lefs, and that the principal 
contrivers and promoters of the a£t fre- 
quently boafted .they had obtained the 
negative, as they calf it, for the crown ; I 
delire to know how they will make that 
appear, fince no words are to be found in 

the adt, that ^lew any fuch defign : efpe- 

* _ . . ^ ' 

cially if we confider tha^ this law wa3 
made by a. parliament that (poke the moft 
plainly, leaft equivocally, and moft ftolly 
of all others concerning the prerogative* 
And if thofe who proijiot«4 the Pftfling of 

a,. f ' - • ' * 
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this ad wdre under fo ilrong a ddulion, 
to think they had obtained a new and 
great prerogative to the crown by a de** 
claratory law, in which there is not one 
word to that purpofe^ it was the hand of 
Heaven that defeated their defign of de- 
ftroying the liberty of their country. I 
know our princes have refufed their aflent 
to fome a&s iince the making of this law: 
but a pra£tice ihtrodueed in aAitrary times 
can de&rve no confidieratioa For my 
Own part, I am far from pufhing thingd 
to extremity on either hand : I heartily 
enter into the fentiments of the wi& ihan 

I mentioned before, and think the people 
of this nadon might have been happy ill 
imftaking the meaning df this law, if fiich 
men, as have had the greatefl: credit with 
our princes, would have let theitr into ikt 
tsruQ fetife of it And ^erefore thoie^f 

N 2 who 
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who have the hdnour to advife her nia^ 
jefty, fhould beware of inducing her to a 
refufal of the royal afTent to the adl fo^ 
the fecurity of the kingdom, becaufe the 
unwarrantable cuftom of rejefting aftj 
was introduced in arbitrary timee« 


xn. 

My Lord Chancellor, 

It is often faid.in this houfe, that par- 
liaments, and efjpecially long feffions of 
parliament, are a heavy tax and biirden 
to this nation: I fuppofe they mean is 

things are ufually managed: otherwifel 
ihould think it a grea£ refledion on the 
wifdom of thenation, and a: maxim very 
pernicious to our government. . But in** 
deed in the ptefent ftate of things^ they 

arc a very great turdeii to vis. Our par- 

•. . .' ^ * liament 
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tiament feldoiti meets in winter^ when the 
feafon of the year, and our own private 
affairs, bring us to town. We are called to-» 
gether for the moil part in fummer, when 
our country bufmefs, and the goodnefs of 
the feafon, make us live in town with re- 
gret. Our parliaments are fitting both in 
feed time and harveft, and we are made to 
toil the whole year. We meet one day io 
three ; though no reafon can be given why 
we Should not meet every day, unlefs fuch 
a one as I am unwilling to name, left 
thereby occafion (hould be taken to men- 
tion i( €[lfewhere to the reproach of the 
nation. The eicpences of our commiil 
fioners are now become greater than thofe 
of our kings formerly wete : arid a greiat 
part of this money is laid out upon equi^ 
page, and other things df foreign manu- 
TaiJture,* to the gre^t damage of the king'- 
^ ' N 3 dom. 
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douu We meet in this place in the after^ 
noon, after a great dinner, whidk I think 
is not the time of doing bufinefs ; and are 
in fuch confiifion after the candles are 
lighted, that very often the debate of one 
fingle point cannot be finiihed ; but muft 
Jbe put off. to another day. PaxUaments 
^e forced to fubmit to the conveniences 
of the lords of the feffion, and mectiags 
of the boroughs j though no good reafon 
can be given, why either a lord of the 
ieflion, or any one deputed to the meet- 
ings of the boroughs, fhould be a member 
of this houfe ; but, on the contrary, exr- 
pcrience has taught us the inconvenience 
of both* When members of parliament, 
to perform the duty they owe to their 

lountty, have left the moft important af- 
fairs, ai^d quitted their friends many times 
ia the utiaoil extj^mky, to be prefent s^. 

this 
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this place, they are told they may return 
again ; as we were the oth^r day called 
together only in order to be difmifled. 
We have been for feveral days adjourned 
in this time of harveft, when we had tht 
moft important affairs under deliberation ; 
that as well thofc, who have neither place 
nor penfion, might grow weary of their at*- 
tendance, as thofe whofe ill ftate of health 
makes the iervice of their country as dan* 
■gerous, though no lefs honourable than if 
tfeey Served in the field. Do not thefe 
things (hew us the neceffity of thofe limi^ 
tations I had the honour to ofiar to this 
houfe ? and particularly of that for lodging 
the power of adjournments in the parlia^ 
m^nt } that for meetings of parliament to 
h^ in winter; that for impowe^ping the 
|)fefident to gii9^ the rpyd afi$nt, and a£* 
certaining his faiary; with that fpr ex>» 

N 4 eluding 


144 Speeches of 

eluding all lords of the feffion from being 
members of parliament? Could one imagine 
that in this parliament, in which we have 
had the firft opportunity of amending our 
conftitution by new conditions of govent- 
ment, occafion fhould be given by reiterat- 
ing former abufes, to convince all men of 
the neceffity of farther limitations upon a 
fucceflbr ? Or is not this rather to be atj- 
tributed to a peculiar providence, ths^t 
thofe who are the great oppofers pf limi^ 
tatipns, fhould, by their conduft, give the 
beft reafdn for them? But I hope ne 
member of this houfe will be difcouraged 
either by delay or oppofition j becaufe the 
liberties of a people are not to be main^ 
tained without pafling through grqat di£- 
ficulties, and that no. toil and labours ougbt 
to be declined to preferve a nation froip. 

flaveiy, . . ^ ; 

XIII. 
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' XilL 

My LoiU) Chancellor, 

« 

JL HAVE waited long and with great 

patience for the rpAjlt of this feffion, to 

* .. ' • . . 

iibe if I could di^oyer a real and fincere 
ii^tention in the members of this houfe, to 
reftore tl^e freedom of our cou|i|jy in this 
great and, perhaps, only opportunity. I 
know there are many different views 
^mong us, and all men pretend the good 
pi the nation. But every man here is 
obliged carefully to examine the thing* 
before us, xand to a£t according to his 
knowledge and confcience, without re- 
gard to th^ views of other meipr, what- 
ever charity he may bave for them : I fay^ 

every man ^n this place is obliged, by the 

oath 


J 
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oath he has taken, to give fuch advice 
as he thinks mofl expedient for the good 
of his country. The principal bufmefc 
of this feffion has been the forming of 
an ad for the fecurity of the kingdom, 

• • • 

upon the expiration of the prefent entail 
of the crown. And though one wouI4 
have thought, that the moft eflential 
thing which could have entered into fuch 
an a£t, had been to afcertain the condi^ 
tioiis on which the nation would receive 
a fucceffor, yet this has been entirely 
waved and over-ruled by the houfe. Only 
there is a caution inferted in the ad, that 
the fucceffor fhall not be the fame perfon 
who is to fucceed in England, unlefe fuch 
conditions of government be firft pnaded, 
as may fecure the freedom of this nadoije 
But this is a general 'and indefinite clauf^^ 

and liable to the dangerous inconvcaiency 

A of 
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of being declaried to be fulfiflad ^7 ^^^^ 
U6 two of dire^ iaconfidf ruble laws. So 
that thijs ieffion of pariiamenty ia i^h^ 
Vc have had fo great an opportunity of 
xnakiog ourfelves for ever a free people^ 
u like to tenxuiiate without any i:^ fa- 
-curity for our liberties, or any eiTential 
amendant df our cooititudon^ - And now^ 
when we ought to come to particulars, and 
enaCt fuch lipiit^tians a3 may. fully iktisi^r 
.the general claufe, we muft amufc our- 
felves wiA things of little figI^ficancy^ 
and hardly mention any limitation of mo- 
ment or confequence. But inftead of tlM, 
axfls are brought in for regulatiotis to take 
j^ce durinjg the life of the queeOy which 
we are not to exped, and quite draw us 
off from the buiinefs we ihould attend. 
By thefe methods divers welj^meamng 
B^n have been deluded, whilft others 

have 
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have propofed a prefent nomination of a 
fucceflbr undjer limitations. But I fbar the 
/ar greater part have defigned to make 
their court either to\}ici^ i^ajefty, the 
Jioufe of Hanover, or thofe of St. Gei?- 
Oiainsj by maintaining the prerogative in 
Scotland as high as ever, to the perpetual 
enfiaving t>f this nation to the minifterss 
of England* Therefore I, wl^o have never 
inade ^ourt to any prinde, and I hope 
never (hall, at the rate of the leaft pre- 
jlidice to my country^ think myfelf obliged, 
in difcharge of my confcience, and the 
,duty of my bath in parliament, to ofier 
fuch limitations as may anfwer the general 
•claufe in tb^ a£t for the fecurity of the 
kingdom. And this I dp in two draughts, 
the one containing the limitations by 
themfelves ; the other with the iame limi- 
tations, add & blank for inferting the name 
- " of 


• 
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of a fucceiTon If the houfe fhall think fit 
to take into confideration that draught 
which has no blank, and ena£t the limita* 
tions, I .fhali reft fatisfied, being as little 

V ' • ■ . . ' 

fond of naming a fucceflbr as any man. 

^ . * - 

Otherwife, I offer the draught with a 

blank ; to the end that every man may 

•'.■•. 

make his court to the perfon he moft af- 
feds ; and hope by this means to pleafc 
all parties : the court, ii^ oflfering them an 
opportunity to name the fuccefibr of Eng- 
land, a thing fo acceptable to her majefty 
and that nation : thofe who may favour 
the court of St. Germains, by giving them 
a chance for their pretenfions ; and every 
true Scotfman, in vindicatii^ the liberty 
pf this nation, whoever be the fucceffpn 


/'> 


FIRST 
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^IRST DRAUGHT. 

I* 

\ ■ 

• V-/UR fovereign lady, with advice and 

• confent of the eftates of parliament, fta* 

• lutes and ordains, that after the deceafe 

• of her majefty, whom God long pre-^ 

• ferve, and failing heirs of her body, no 

• one fhair fucceed to the crown of this 

r 

• realm that is likewife fucceflbr to the 

• crown of England, but under the limi- 

• tations following, which, together with 

• the oath of coronation and claim of 

• right, they fhall fwear to obferve. That 
^ all places and offices, both civil and mill* 

• tary, and all penfions foraierly conferred 

• by our kings, fhall ever after be give^ 

• by parliament. — That a new parliament 

• fliall be chofen every Michaelmas head« 

• * court. 
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court, to fit the firflt of November thert- 
after,, and adjcurh themfelves from time 
to time till neKt Michaelmas ; and that 
they chftofe their own prefident. — That a 
committee of thirty^fix members, chofen 
by and out of the whole parliament, 
without diftin^on of eftates, fliall, dur- 
ing the intervals of parliament, under the 
king, have the adminiftration of the 
government, be his council, and account-^ 
able to parliament ; with power, in ex*- 
traordinary occafions, to call the parlia- 
ment together/ 


SECOND DRAUGHT- 

^ VjlUk fovereign lady, with advice and 

* confent of the efbtes of patliainehT, fta< 

* tu£e» and ordaint, that after die deceafe 

* of 
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tof her majefty, whom God long pre- 

• fcrvc, and heirs of her body failings 

• fhall fucceed to the 

* crown of this realm. But that in cafe 

* the faid fucceflbr be likcwife the fuc- 

• ceflbr to the crown of England, the 

* faid fucceflbr fhall be under the Umita-* 

♦ tions following/ &c. 

•- ' ' 
No man can be an enemy to thefe limi- 

»• . ■ ' • 

tations, in cafe we have the fame king 
with England, except he who is fo fhame-*^ 
iefs a partifan either of the court at St. 
Germains, or the houfe of Hanover, that 
he would rather fee Scotland continue to 
depend upon an Englifh miniftry, than 
that their prerogative fhould be any way 
\eflened in this kingdom. As for thofe 
who have St% Germains in their view, and 
are accounted the highefl of all the . pre- 
> rogative- 
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rogative-men, I would afk them, if we 
fhould affift them in advancing their prince 
to the throne of Great Britain,^ are we, for 
our reward, to continue ftili in oiu: former 
dependence on the Englifh court ? Thefe 
limitations are the only teft to difcover a 
lover of his country from a cQurtier either 
to her majefty, Hanover, or St. Germains* 
For prerogative men, who are for enflaving 
this nation to the diredlions of another 
court, are courtiers to any fucceflbr ; and 
let them pretend what they will, if their 
principles lead neceffarily to fubjefl: this 
nation to another, are enemies to the na- 
tion. Thefe men are fo abfurd as to pro- 
voke England, and yet refolve to continue 
flaves of that court. This . country muft 
be made a field of blood, in order to ad-, 
vance a papift to the throne of Britain. 
If we fail, we fliall be flaves by right of 

O conqueft. 


>.i. 
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conqueft j if we prevail, have the happi- 
ncfe to continue in our former flavifh de- 
pendence* And though to break this yoke, 
all good men ^vould venture their dl, yet 
I bdtcve few will be willing to fie at the 
metty of France and pq>ery, and at the 
fame time draw upon then^elves the in- 
dtgnation and power of England, for the 
fake only of meafuring our ftrength with 
a much more powerful nation ; and to be 
fure to continue flill under our former de- 
pendence, though we fhould happen to 
pteva3» Now^ of thofe who are for the 
fame AKcefTor with England, I would aik, 
if in that cafe we sat not alfo to continue 
in our former dependence ; which will not 
fail always to grow from bad to worfe, 
and at length become more intolerable ta 
idl honeft men, than death itfelf. For my 
own part, I liiink, that even the moft 

zealous^ 
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Zealous' proteftant In the nation, if he have 
a true regard for his country, ought rather 
to wifh, were it cbnfiftent with our claim of 
right, that a papift Ihould fucceed to the 
throne of Great Britain, under fuch liml- 
tations as wonld render this nation free 
arid independent, than the moft proteftant 
and beft prince, without any. If we may 
live free, I little value who is king : it is 
indifferent to me, provided the limitations 
be enabled, to name or not name ; Ha- 
nover, St Germains, or whom you will. 


XIV. 

My Lord Chancellor, 

irxlS grace, the high commilfioner, hav- 
ing acquainted this houfe, that he has in- 
ftnldions from her majefty, to give the 

O 2 royal 
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royal afTent to all aAs paiTed in this fefHon, 
except that for the fecurity of the king"- 
dom, it will be highly neceflary to pro- 
vide fome new laws for fecuring our 
liberty upon the expiration of the prefent 

entail of the crown. And therefore I fhall 
fpeak to the firft article of the limitations 
contained in the ftiort a£t I offered the 
other day ; not only becaufe it is the firft 
in order, but becaufe I perfuade myfelf 
you all know that parliaments were for- 
merly chofen annually ; that they had the 
power of appointing the times of their 
meetings and adjournments, together with 
the nomination of committees to fuper- 
intend the adminiftration of the govern- 
ment during the intervals of parliament : 
all which, if it were neceflary, might be 
proved^ by a great number of public adls. 
So that if I demonftrate the ufe and ne- 

ceffity 
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ccffity of the firft article, there will re^ 

main no great di£Bculty conceming the 
reft. 

My Lord Chancellor, 

THE condition of a people, however 
unh'appy, if they not only know the caufe 
of their mifery, but have alfo the remedy 
in their power, and yet fhould refiife to 
apply it, one would think, were not to be 
pitied And though the condition of good 
men, who are concluded and opprefTed by 
a majority of th$ bad, is much to be la- 
mented ; yet chriftianity teaches us to fliew 
a greater meafure of compaflion to thofe 
who are knowingly and voluntarily obfti- 
nate to ruin both themfelves and others. 
But the regret of every wife and good 
man muft needs be extraordinary, when 
he fees the liberty and happinefe of his 

O 3 country 
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country not only obftruded, but utterly 
extinguifhed by the private and tranfitory 
intereft of felf-defigning men, who indeed 
very often meet their own ruin, but moft 
certainly bring deftruftion upon their pos- 
terity by fuch courfes. Sure, if a man who 
is intrufted by others, fliould, for his own 
private advantage, betray that truft, to the 

perpetual and irrecoverable ruin of thofe 

• • • 

who trufted him, the livelieft fenfe and 
deepeft remorfe for fo great guilt, will un-r 
doubtcdly feize and terrify the confcience 
of fuch a man, as often as the treacherous 
part he has afted fhall recur to his 

■ 

thoughts; which will moft fi-equently 

happen in the times of hi§ diftrefs, and 

the nearer he approaches tp a life in 

which thofe remorfes are perpetual. But 

I hope every man in this houfe has fo 

wey cpnfidered thefe things, as to preferve 

him 
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him from falling into fuch terrible cirr^ 
cumfiances : and (a^ all men are fubjeidl. 
to great i^ilings) if any perfon,, placed ia 
this moft eminent truft, is confcioua to 
himfelf of having ev:er been wanting ia 
duty to hia country, I doubt not he will 
this day, in this weighty matter, atone foe 
all, and not blindly follow die opinion 
of other men, becaufe he alone muft ac-» 

count for hb owii anions to his grea 
Lord and Mafter. 

The limitation, to which I am about 
to fpoajc, requires, that all places, offices, 
and penfions, which have been formerly 
given by our kings,, fliall, after her majdtjr 
and heirs of her body, be conferred by 
parliament, fo long as we are under thf 
fame pririce with England. Without thi$ 
limitation, our poverty and fubjeftipn to 
the court of England will every day in- 

O 4 creafe ; 
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creafe ; and the queftion we have now be- 
fore us is, whether we will be fireeftien or 
Haves for ever ? whether we will continue 
to depend, or break the yoke of our de- 
pendence ? and whether we vnll choofe to 
live poor and miferable, or rich, free, and 

happy ? Let no man think to obje6:, that 
this limitation takes away the whole power 
of the prince. For the fame condition of 
government is found in one of the moft 
abfolute monarchies of the world. I have 
very good authority for what I fay, from 
all the beft authors that have treated of the 
government of China ; but fhall only cite 
the words of an able minifter of ftate, 
who had very well confidered whatever 
had been written on that fubje£): ; I mean 
Sir Williasn Temple, who fays, ^ That for 

* the government, it is abfolute monarchy, 

* there being no othe/ laws in China, 

*but 


Andkew Fletcher. i6t 

r 

*}>ut the king's ojrders and commands; 

* and it is llkewife hereditary, ftill de- 

* fcending to the next of blood. But all 
^ orders and commands of the king pro* 

* ceed through his councils ; and are made 

* upon the recommendation or petition of 

* the council proper and appointed for that 

* afiair : fo that all matters are debated^ de« 
^ termined, and concluded by the feveral 

* councils ; and then upon their adviceii 

* and requefts made to the king, they arc 

* ratified and figned by him, and fo pais 

* into laws. All great offices of ftate ax^ 

* likewife conferred by the king, upon the 

* faftie recommendations or petitions- ctf 

* his* feveral councils; fo that non* arc^ 

* preferred by the humour of the prince 

* himfelf, nor by favour of any minifter^ 

* by flattery or corruption, but by the 

* force or appearance of merit, of leam« 
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* ing, aad of virtue j which obferved by 

* the feveral councils, gain their recom- 

* mendations or petitions to the king/ 
Thefe are the cxprefs words of that mi- 

niilen And if under the greateft abfplute 
monarchy of the world, in a country^ 
wb^re the prince actually reiidqs; if among 
heathens, this be accounted a neceflary p^< 
of government for the encouragement of 
yirtue, fhall it be denied to Chrifliana liv- 
ing under a prince who refides in another 
nation ? Shall it be denied to a people, 
who have z, right to liberty, and yet are 
not capable of any in their prefent circum- 
fi^ces without this limitation ? Bufrwe 
h^ve formed to. ourfelves fuch extrava- 
gant nodons of government, that even in 
a limited monarchy nothing will pleafe, 
which in the leaft deviajt^s from the model 
of Frj^nce, and every thing elfe muft ftand 
^ 3 branded 
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branded with tlie name of commonwealtlu 
Yet a great and wife people found this 
very condition of government neceflary 
to fupport even an abfolute monarchy* 
If any npt^n fay, that the empire of China 
contains divers kingdoms; and that the 
care of the emperor,, and his knowledge 
of particular men, cannot extend to all : I 
anfwer, the pafe is the fame with us ; and 
it feems as if that wife people deiigned 
this conftitution for a remedy to the like 
inconveniences with thofe we labour un-*- 
der at this time. 

This limitation will undoubtedly enrich 
the nation, by flopping that perpetual 
ifTue of money to England, which has, re^ 
duced this country to extreme poverty. 
This limitation does not flatter us with 
the hopes of riches by an uncertain pro- 
}Q(k i does not require fo much as the con- 
dition 
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dition of our own induftry ; but, by faving 
great fums to the country, wilf every year 
fumifh a flock fufficient to carry on a 
confiderable trade, or to eftablifh fome 
ufeful maniifaSurc at home, with the 
higheft probability of fuccefs : becaufe our 
minifters, by this rule of government, 
would be freed from the influence of Eng- 
lifli councils j and our trade be entirely in 
our own hands, and not under the power 
of the court, as it was in the affair of Da- 
rien. If we do not obtain this limitation, 
our attendance at London will continue 
to drain this nation of all thofe fums 
which fliould be a flock for trade. Be- 
fides, by frequenting that court, we not 
only fpend our money, but learn the ex- 
penlive modes and ways of living, of a 
rich and luxurious nation : we lay out 
yearly great fums in furniture and equi- 
page. 
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page, to the unfpeakable prejudice of the 
trade and manufadkures of our ot^rn coun- 
try. Not that I think it amifs to travel 
into England, in order to fee and learn 
their induftry in trade and hufbandry. But 
at court what can we learn, except a 
horrid corruption of manners, and an ex- 
penfive way of living, that we may foF 
ever after be both poor and profligate ? 

This limitation will fecure to us our 
freedom and independence. It has been 
often faid in this houfe, that our princes 
are captives in England ; and inded one 
would not wonder if, when our intereft. 
happens to be different from that of 
England, our kings, who muft be fup- 
ported by the riches and power of that 
nation in all their undertakings, Ihould 
prefer an Englilh ihtereft before that of 
this country. It is yet lefs ftrange, that 

Englifh 
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Englifli minifters flionld advife and pro- 
cure the advancement of fuch perfons to 
the miniftry of Scotland^ as will cdmply 
with their meafures and thfe king's orders; 
and to furmount the difficulties they may 
meet with from a true Scots interefi, 
that places and penfions fhould be be- 
ftowcd upon parliament-men and others : 
I fa]^, thefe things are fo far from wonder, 
tliat tHe^ are inevitable in the prefent 
ftate of our affairs. But I hope they 
llkewife fhew us, that we ought not to 
continue any longer in this condition. 
Now^ this limitation is advantageous to 
all. The prince will no more be put 
lipon the hardfhip of deciding between 
an Englifh and a Scots iutereft j or, the 
difficulty of reconciling what he owes 
to ^^ch nation, in confequence of his 
coronation oath. Even Ehglifli minifters 

will 
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tVin ilo longer lie under the temptation 
of meddling in Scots affairs: nor the 
ftii^ifters of this kingdom, together with 
all thofe who havie places and penfions, 
be any more fubjeft to the worft of all 
flavery. But if the influences I men- 
tioned before fhall ftill continue, what 
will anj other limitation avail us ? What 
fhall we be the better fot out aft concern- 
ing the power of war and J)eace ? fince^ 
by the force of an Englifh intereft and 
influence, we cannot fail of being engaged 
in every war, and neglefted in every 

peace. 

By this limitation, our parliament tvill 
become the mod; uncorrupted feilate of ill 

Europe. No man will be tempted to vote 
againft the intereft of his country, when 
his country ihall have all the biibes in het' 
own hands ; offices^, places, penfions. It 

will 
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win be no longer necefTaiy to lofe one 
half, of the public cuftoms, that parlia- 
ment-men may be made coUeGors. We 
will not defire to exclude the officers of 
ftate from fitting in this houfe, when the 
country fhall have the nomination of them; 
and our parliaments, free from corruption, 
cannot fail to redrefs all our grievances* 
We fhall then have no caufe to fear a re- 
fiifal of the rayal aflent to our afts ; for 
we fhall have no evil counfellor, nor 
enemy of his country, to advife it* When 
this condition of government fhall take 
place, the royal aiTent will be the orna- 
ment of the prince, and never be refufed 
to the defires of the people. A general 
unanimity will be found in this houfe, 
in every part of the government, and 
among all ranks and conditions of men. 
'the diftin^ons of court and country 

2 party 
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p&rty iliall no more be heard in this na« 
tionj nor fhall the prince and people 

I 

any longer have a different intereft. Re- 
wards and punifhments will be in the 

ft 

hands of thofe who live among Us, and 
confequently beft know the merit of men ; 
by which meAns, virtue will be rccom-' 
jienfed, and vice difcouraged, and the 
rfeign afad government of the jirinee will ' 
fldUrifll ill peace and juftice. 

I Ihould never make an end, if I fliduld 
profeciite all the great advantages of this 
limitation ; which, like a divine influence, 
turns all to good, as tl^e want of it has . 
hitherto poifoned every thing, and brought, 
all to ruiii. I ihall therefore only add 
One particular more, in which it will be 
6{ the higheft advantage to this nation. . 
We all kilow, that the only way of en-* 
flaving a people is by keeping up a ftand'- 

P |ng 
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ing 2^tmy i that by (lAQ4iQg forcf s a^I 
limited monarchies have been deftroycd ; 
without them ncHie ; that {6 long ^B any 
Handing forces are aUowed in a nation^ 
pretexts wUI never be wanting to increaflb 
them J that princes have never fuffcred 
miGtias to be put upon any good foot, 
left ftanding foaxes fhould appear unne- 
eefiary* We alfo know that a good and 

« 

well-regulated militia is of (q grgsit im^ 
portance to » nation, as to be the principal 
part of th/e conftitution of any free govern- 
mentt Now, by this Umitatipn, the na^* 
tion will have a fuflSlcient power .to render 
their militia good and e£fedual, by the^ 
nomination of officers^ and if we would 
fend a certain proportion of our militia 
abroad yearly, and relieve them from time 
to time, we may make them as good as 
thofe of Switzerland are ; and much more 

able 
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able to defend the countrjr, than any 
unaftive ftanding forces can be. We 
may fave every year great fums of money, 
which are now expended to muiltain a 
ftanding army, and, which is yet more, 
run no hazard of loling our liberty by 
them. We may employ a greater number 
of officers in thofe detachments, than we 
do at prefent in all our forces both at 
home and abroad ; and make better con- 
ditions for them in thofe countries that 
need their ^fiance. For being freed 
from the influences of Englifh councils, 
we ihall certainly look better than we 
have hitherto done to the terms on which 
we may fend them into the armies either 
of England or Holland ; and not permit 
them to be abufed fo many different ways, 
as, to the great reproach of the nation, 
they have been, in theij* rank, pay, cloth- 

P 2 ing, 
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ing, arrears, levy-money, quarters, trailf' 
port-fliips, and gratuities- 

Having thus fliewn fome of the great 
advantages this limitation will bring to 
the nation (to which every one of you 
will be able to add many more) ; that it 
h not only confident with monarchy, 
but even with an abfolute monarchy: 
having demonftrated the neceffity of fuch 
a condition in all empires, which contain 
feveral kingdoms ; and that without it 
we muft. for ever continue in a depend- 
ence upon the court of England ; in the 
name of God, what hinders us from em- 
bracing fo great a bleffing ? Is it becaufe 
her majefty will refufc the royal aflenfr 
to this a£t ? If fhe do, fure I am, fuch a 
jrefufal muft proceed from the advice of 
Englifh counfellors; and will not that 
be a demonftratipn to us, that after her 

majefty. 
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majefty, and heirs of her body, we muft 
not, cannot any longer continue under 
the fame prince with England ? Shall we 
be wanting to ourfelves? Can her majefty 
give her affent to this limitation upon a 
fucceflbr before you offer it to her ? Is 
ftie at liberty to give us fatisfadlion in * 
this point, till we have declared to Eng- 
land, by a vote pf this houfe, that unlefs 
we obtain this condition, we will not 
?iame (he fucceflbr with them ? Aqd then 
?will not her majefly, even by Englifh 
,ftdvice, be perfuaded to give her aflent ; 
unlefs her counfellqrs fhall think fit to 
incur the heavy imputation, an<J run the 
dangerous rifk, ^f dividing thefe nations , 
for ever ? If therefore cither reafon, ho^ 
nour, or confcience, have any influence 
jjpon us ; if we have any regard either 
%o ourfelves or poflerity ; if there be any 

P 3 fucH 
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fuch thing as virtue, happinefa, or repu«» 
tation in this world, or felicity in a future 
date, let me adjure you by all thefe not 
to draw upon your heads ererlafling in«^ 
famy, attended with the eternal reproaches 
and anguifh of an evil confcience, by 
making yourfelves and yoiu- pofterity 
mifcrablen 
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JAMES THOMSON 
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latcndcd as a Bafis for writing properly the Life ot 

that truly excellent Man. 


JBr DAVID STUART, EARL of BUCHAN^ 


To the Shade of Thomfon^ 


If Britain, palfied, cannot feel thefe lays 
Warm in the heart, and burfting forth thy praifci 
Me from Boeotia let the fetes convey. 
Or death remove me to a brighter day ; 
To fcenes exalted, where the noble fouls 
Of men like thee no fervile court controuls ; 
Scenes where the good no modeft worth conceals. 
And where no praife the worthlefs coxcomb iteals ! 


E S S A Y, See. 


■n' 


A OETRY, that divine energy (for I 
cannot call it art) which lifts the man d 
clay from the (lirty world he inhabits to 
the regions of fancy, is a gift of Heaven, 
and, like all her gifts, is inimitable, znd dif« 
ficult to be djefcribed^ 

In the philofophical, pr as I would r^- 
fher choofe to call it, original language of 
the Greeks, it is exprefled by a vocable 
defcriptive of its power, wl^ich is crea- 
tion* 

In the Qothic, and all its derivatives in 
all languages approaching to originality, 

tjie name is fynoijympus. In old Englifh 

an4 
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and Scottiih it is called makings and poets 
were denominated makers. 

It is my purpofe in the following Eflay 
to honour and defcribe the chief maker of 
Scodand j to fhew the fuperiority of his 
genius, to do juftice to his charafter as 
a man^ and to illuftrate his merit as 
an author, by exhibiting ejcamples of 
them all. 

I (hall begirt with a quotation from 
Samuel Johnfon's Preface to Thomfdn^s 
Foems, becaufe it is well expreffed, and 

.... i 

will fumilh a go<4d text for ilhiftrating 
the genius of the poet j though it is evi- 
dent from Johnfcwft^s verfes, that he him- 
felf was very far from being a maker. 

In the counterpoint (as I may call it) 
6f poetry he was A matter ; but of the 
grouhdi iuid melodies he was incapabte« 

What 
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What then is tafie^ but die internail poWf ri 
Afiiive, and ftrong, and feelingly alive * 
To each fine impulfe ? a difcerning feufe 
Of decent and fublime, with quick difguft 
From things deforni'd, or difarrangcd, or gfofs' 
In fpecies ? This, not g^ms, nor ftores of golil. 
Nor purple ftate, nt^ culture can beftow; 
But God alone^ wh^n firft his a£tiye hand 
Imprints the fepret bias of the foul. 

Fleafures of the Imag. b. iii, v. 515. 

" Thomfon's mode of thinking a&d cC 
expreffing his thoughts ^writes Johnfon) 
18 original, Hi^ blank verfc is np 
more the blank verfe of Miltori^ or of 
any other poet, than the rhymes of 
Prior are the thymes 6f Cowley. Hik 
numbers, his paufes, his di£tibn, are of 

his own growth, without toranfcription, 
without imitation. He thinks in a pe- 
culiar train, and he thinks always as a 
man of genius ; he looks round on na-^ 
ture and on life with the eye which na^ 
3 ture 
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ture bellows only on a poetj the eye 
chat diftinguifhes, in every thing prefented 
to its view, whatever there is on which 
imagination can delight to be detained, 
and with a mind that at once compre* 
hends the vaft^ and attends to tlie minute. 
" T^he reader of the Seafons wonders 
that he never faw before what Thomfon 
fhews him, and that he never yet has felt 
wh^t Thomfon impreffes/^ 

It was emphatically faid by the greateft 
of men to his audience, when he was 
explaining the vital principles of holinefs, 
" He that hath ears to'jhe^, let him hear!'' 
So it is needlefs to myfter up a legion of 
words to infufe the knowledge of what 
conftltutes a genuine poet. The genius 
of a poet will bear witnels to itfelf. Po- 
etry is the flower of fentimcnt, and mufic 
ivs its odour ; fo that what is faid of thfs 
€^ne is ' proportioaably applicable to thp 
'* ' other: 
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ether ; and Roufleau's defcription of ge- 
nius in mullc will be found equally juft 
in the one as in the other. " Seek not 
to know what is genius ; if thou haft it, 
thy feelings will tell thee what it is j if 
thou haft it not, thou never wilt kiiow 
it."— &c. 

Yet ias the chafte enjoyment of beauty, 
and the juft perception of the fymmetry 
and pi^urefque perfeftion of nature, is 
in the higheft degree conducive to the 
fenfe and pra<Sice of virtue, it is of high 
moment to enquire what kind of culture 
is moft friendly to the attainment of tafte, 
which is the handmaid of genius. 

May it not be rationally fuppofed, that, 
without any predifpofing circumftahce* 
in the bodily frame, a child will receive 
the impreffions that are moft <:onducive 
to that glorious combination of them 
* 6 (which. 
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(wbkb, when matured to permanent 
thought, we call genius) in the country^ 
more readily than in towns or villages, 
where every thing, is too complex for 
^eir underftanding ? 

Will not an education Ufs artificiaL 
and tending more to fpontaneous con- 
templation of namral objeds, be more 
favourable to its attainment than the con- 
trary ? And would it not be proper to 
allow children to feed more upon their 
own thoughts than on the thoughts and 
inftrudions of others ? 

Would it not be better to have left 
myftery and technical inftitution in in- 
fancy and youth, and more natural know- 
ledge and fentiment than we fee exhibited 
in fchools and private tuition? And laftly, 
would It not be better to beftow more 

time in forming philofophen and citi^ns, 

thai\ 
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than ui training up fchooloufters and 
milliners ?— But here I Hop. Thomiba 
pafTed his infancy and early youth in the 
pifturefque and paftoral country oi Ti- 
viotdale in Scotland, which is full of the 
elements of natural beauty, wood, water, 
eminence and rock, with intermixture 
of rich and beautiful meadow. The ho« 
rifon was bounded by the Cheviot, a land 
of fong and of heroic achievement ; the 
^ venerable ruins of Jedburgh, Dryburgh, 
Kelfo, and Melrofe, were at hand, to add 
fuitable impreflSons to the whole. 
. His mother had been well educated, 
was a woman of uncommon (enflbilityi 
and endowed with fublime affe£lions. 

■ 

He was cherifhed by Sir William 
Bennet, at Chefters, near Jedburgh, the 
moft accomplifhed country gentleman in 
that part of Scotlaadu , Every thing un-^ 

doubtedly 


l84 £SSAY ON THE 

doubtedly confpired to attune the genius 
of Thomfon to fentiment and fong. 

** He aik'd om more than fifnple nature gave, 

" He lov'd the mountains, and enjo/d their ftorm»^ 

** No falfe defires, no pride-created wants^ 

** Difturb'd the peaceful current of his time, 

*' And through the reftlefs, ever-tortur*d maz^ 

*« Of pleafure or ambition, bid k rage.'* 

It is believed that, at Dryburgh, with 
Mr. Haliburton, of New-mains, a friend 
of his father's, he firft tuned his Doric 
reed, to which he alludes in his Autumn r 


cc 
cc 


Wafli'd lovely from the Tweed (pure parent ftream\ 
Whofe paftoral banks firft heard my Doric reed* 


Sir Gilbert Elliot of Minto (too), after- 
wards Lord Juftice Clerk, a man of ele- 
gant tafte, was kind to young Thomfon. 

Thomfon fent him a copy of the firil 
edition of his Seafons, which Sir Gilbert 

fhewing 
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fhewing to a relation of the poet*s who 
was gardener at Minto, he took the book, 
which was finely bound, into his hands, 
and having turned it rqund and round, and 
gazed on it for fome time, Sir Gilbert 
faid to him, " Well, David, what do you 
think of James Thomfon now ? There's 
a book that will make him famous all 
over the world, and his name immortal !" 
« Indeed, Sir," faid David, " that is a 
grand book ! I did not think the lad had 
had ingenuity enough to have done fuch 
a neat piece of handicraft." 

Striking example of the efFeds of fitu- 
ation and culture upon t^e and fenti^ 
ment ! 


That Thomfon's youth was refpedl- 

■ 

able appears from the countenance he 

. Q^ received 
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received firom Meflr8. Riccalton and Gull- 
hart J and the continued attentions of the 
latter to the children of Mrs. Thomfon 
reflect honour upon his memory, and 
excite fentiments in the feeling heart 
that deferve to be meditated and revolved : 
and I hope I am not writing for Chinefe 
pedlars, with fteel-yards at their button- 
h^es, but to men and women who have 
ftill fomething in them that preceded the 
corruption of our commonwealth ! 
, Thpilifon, having been encouraged by 
Lady Gritel Baillie to try his fortunes 
in London, embarked at Leith in the 
autumn of the year 1 725, bedewed with 
the tears of his amiable and affedlionate 
mother, the heart-felt recolledion of which 
produced on her death, which happened not 
long after, the following unpremeditated 

but 


» 1 
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but beautiful verfes, which, though not 
prepared for the prefs, I have given from 
a copy in the author's own hand- writing. 


On the Death of his Mother*. 

From an original, in the Poefs own hand-'Writing^ in 
the collediion of the Earl of Buchan. 

Y£ fabled mufes^ I your aid difclaim^ 
Your airy raptures, and your fancied flame : 
True genuine woe my throbbing bread infpires, 
Love prompts my lays, and filial duty fires ; 
The foul fprings inftant at the warm defign. 
And the heart di£lates every flowing line. 
See ! where the kindeft, beft of mothers lies. 
And death has fliut her ever-weeping eyes ; 
Has lodg'd at laft peace in her weary breaft, 
And killed her many piercing cares to rcflu 
No more the orphan train around her ftands^ 
^ While her full heart upbraids her needy hands ! 


* Elizabeth Trotter, of a genteel family in the neigh- 
bourhood of Greenlaw in Bcrwickfhire. 

Qj, No 
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No more the widow's lonely fate flie fcela, 
The fhock feverc that modeft want conceals, 
Th* oppreffor's fcourge, the fcorn of wealthy pride. 
And poverty's unntimbcr'd ills befide. 
For fee ! attended by th' angelic throng. 
Through yonder worlds of light (he glides along. 
And claims the well eam'd raptures of the flcy. — 
Yet fond concern recalls the mother's eye y 
She feeks the helplefs orphans left behind ; 
So hardly left ! fo bitterly refign'd I 
Still, ftill ! is (he my foul's divineft theme. 
The waking vifion, and the wailing dream : 
Amid the ruddy fun's cnliv'ning blaze 
O'er my dark eyes her dewy image plays. 
And in the dread dominion of the night 
Shines out again the fadly pleafing fight. 
Triumphant virtue all around her darts. 
And more than volumes cv'ry look imparts*-^ 
Looks, foft, yet awful, melting, yet ferene. 
Where both the mother and the faint are fecn.. 
But ah ! that night — that torturing qii^ht remains j 
>■ May darknefs dye it with its deepeil ftains, 
May joy on it forfake her rofy bow'rs. 
And fcreaming forrow blaft its baleful hours, 
• When 
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When on the margin of the briny flood * 
ChilFd with a fad prefaging damp I ftood^ 
Took the laft look, ne'er to behold her more, 
And mix'd our murmurs with the wavy roar^ 

Heard the laft words fall from her pious tongue^ 
Then, wild into the bulging veflcl flung, 

Which foon, too foon conveyed me from her fight 

Dearer than life, and liberty and light ! 

Why was I then, ye powers, referv'd for this ? 

Nor funk that moment in the vaft abyfs ? ' 

Devoured at once by the relentlefs wave, 

And whelm'd for ever m a wat'ry grave ?— 

Down, ye wild wiflics of unruly woe !— 

I fee her with immortal beauty glow^ 

The early wrinkle care-contra£ted gone. 

Her tears all wiped, and all her forrowa flown ; 

Th' exalting voice of Heav'n I hear her breathe^ 

To footh her foul in agonies of death* 

I fee her through the manfions bkft above. 

And now (he meets her dear expe£Ung love. 

Heart*cheering fight ! but yet, alas ! o'erfpread 

By the damp gloom of Grief's uncheerful (hade, 

■ - ■ ' ■ " '- ■ — ^— ^-^— — - .. . . — 

* On the fliorc of Leith, when he embarked for 

Londgn. 

0^3 Cbme 
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Come then of reafon the refle£ting hour. 
And let me trufl the kind o'er-ruling Power, 
Who from the right commands the (hining dzj. 
The poor man's portion, and the orphan's day I 


Thomson's Elegy on the Death of Aikman, the 

Painter *. 

From a MS. of the Authot^s own hani-wAting in the 
colleifkn of the Earl of Buchan. 

OH could I draw, my friend, thy genuine mind, 
Juft, as the living forms by thee defign'd. 
Of Raphael's figures none fhould fairer fhine. 
Nor Titian's colours longer laft than mine. 

A mind 

■-~— — ---■-■-■■■--■-- - - ■ ■ - ■ 

* Mr. Aikmandicd at London, on the 7th of June, 
O. S. 171 1, firom whence his remains were fent to Scotland, 
and interred in the Gray*Friars church-yard, clofe by 
thofc of his only fon, who had been buried only a few 
months before. 

Mr, Aikman was the fon of William Aikman of Cairny, 
£fq. ((heriff depute of ForfarKhire, a lawyer of eminence, 

and 
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A mind in wifdom old, in lenience young. 
From fervent truth tirhere eyery. virtue fprung; 
Where all vras realj modeft, plain, Oncert i 
Worth above ihow, and goodtiefs unfevere : 
View'd round and round, as lucid diamondsr thi^vir 
Still as you turn them a revohring glow ^ 
So did his mind re3e£t with fecret ray, 
In various virtues, hcavVs internal day, 
Whether in high difcourfe it foar'd. fublime. 
And fprung impatient o'er the boundB of Tioie^ 


^T" 


Ai^ 


and in nomination for a judge's gown at the time of his 
death) by Margaret, fifler of Sir John Clerk of Pcnnycuik, 
Baronet. 

He was bom on the a4th of Odober 1682, and was 
educated by his parents with great care, and deftined for 
the profeflion of the law. Nature thought fit to deiline 
and fit him for another more elegant, not lefs liberal, and 
certainly much more delightfuL He went to Italy in the 
year 1705, and returned to Britain in 17 10, not only a 
good painter, but an accomplifhcd and agreeable man. 

In the Gothic reigns of George I. and II. he could look 
for nothhig but money for (larch heads and periwigs, 
afid ftarch heads and periwigs was he forced to delineate 
and paint till his dying day. O che fciagura I 

Qjl Or 


^/ 
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Or wand'ring nature through with raptured eye, 
Ador'd the hand that turnM yon azure fky : 
Whether to focial life he bent his thought. 
And the right poife of mingling paiEons fought, 

. Gay converfe blefs'd } or in the thoughtful grove 
Bid the heart open every fource of love. 
New varying lights ftill fet before your eyes 
The jufti the good^ the focial, or the wife. 
For fuch a death who can, who would, refufe 
The friend a tear, a verfe the mournful mu(e ? 
Yet pay we juft acknowledgment to Heaven, 
Though fnatch'd fo foon, that Aikman e'er was 

given. 
Afriendy when deady is tut retn$v*djhmjtgit^ 
Hid in the lujlre of eternal light : 
Oft fvith the mind be wonted conver/e keeps 
In the lone walk, or when the hodyfleeps 
Lets in a wandering raj^ and all elate 
Wings and attracts her to another Jlate * ; 
And when the parting fiorms of life are der^ 

,May yet rejoin him on a happier Jbore* 

* This and the three preceding liofs are not in the 

MS. of Mrs. Forbes Aikmap. 

As 
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As thofe W6 love decay, we die in part. 
String after ftring is fever'd from the heart 5 
Till ioofen'd life at laft-— but breathing clay. 
Without one pang, is glad to fall away. 
Unhappy he who lateft feels the bjow, 
Whofe eyes have wept o*er ev'ry friend laid low, 
Dragg'd lingering on from partial death to death. 
And dying, all he can refign is breath. 


«p 


Song weitten in his eabjlt Tears, and after- 
wards SHAPED for his AmANDA. 

From a MS. in the MeBion of the Earl of Buchan. 

TOR ever. Fortune, wilt thou prove 
An unrelenting foe to love ; 
And when we meet a mutual heart. 
Come in between and bid us part ; 
Bid us figh on from day to day. 
And wi{h and wifh the foul away^ 
Till youth and genial years are flown, 
And all the life of life is gone ? 
But bufy bufy ftill art thou. 
To bind the lovelefs joylcfs vow, 

The 
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The heart from pleafiire to ddude^ 
And join the gentle to the rude * 9 
For pomp) and noife^ and lenfelefs lhoir,i 
To nukfi us nature's joys fbregp» 

' Beneatji a gay dominion groan> 
And put the golden fetter on i 


■naMM 


To Dr. De la Couk, in Ireland. 
On his ProJ^eSf of Poetry. 

HAIL gendy-warbling De la Cour, whofe famcj^ 
Spurning Hibernians folltary coaft^ 
Where fmall rewards attend the tuneful throngs 
Pervades Britannia's well^^iifcerning iile : 
In fpite of all the gloomy-minded tribe 
That would eclipfe thy famej, (till fhall the mufe. 
High foaring.o^er the tall Pamaffian mount . 
— — •— — 

* For once, O Fortune I hear my prayeri. 
And I abfolve thy future care ; 
AU otiier bleffings I refign. 
Make hot the dear Amanda mine ! 

Tlie original of this alfo, as prepared for his miftrefs, 

\% ia Lord Buchag's pofieffion. 

With 
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With fpreading pinions— fing thy wondrous praife, 
In ftriuna attun'd to the feraphic lyre. 
Sing unappairdy though mighty be the theme ! 
O ! ^ould fhc in thy own harmonious ftrain, ' - 
Where fofteft numbers fmoothly flowing glide 
In trickling cadence ; where the inilky maze 
Devolves in filence j by the harflier found 
Of hoarfer pe^riods ftill unruflled^ could 
Her lines but like thine own Euphrates fllbw-^ 
Then might ihe fing in numbers worthy thee. 
But what can language da, when Fancy find* 
Herfelf unequal to the lovely talk ? 
Can feeble words thy vivid colours paint, 
Or fhew the fweets which inexhauftive flow ? 
Hearken ye woods, and long-refounding groves i 
Lii^en ye ftreams, foft purling thro* the meads. 
And hymning horrid, all ye tempefts roar. 
Awake, ye woodlands ! fing, ye warbling larks. 
In wildly lufcious notes ! But moft of all. 
Attend, ye grateful fair, attend the youth 
Who fweetly fings of nature and of you : 
From you alone his confcious breaft expe£l$ 
Its foft rewards, by fordid love of gain 
y nbiafs'd, undcbas'd ; to meaner minds 

Belong 


I 
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Belong fttch narrow views ; his nobler fool, 
Tranfported with a genVous thirft of faunCt 
Sublimely rifes with expanded wings. 
And through the lucid empyrean foars. 
So the young eagle wings its rapid way 
Thro*heaTen*sbroad azures fometimesfprings aloft. 
Now drops, now cleaves with even-waving wkigft 
The yielding air, nor feas nor mountains ftop 
Its. ffight impetuous, gazing at die fun 
With irretorted eye, whilft he pervades 
A tracUefs void, and unexplor'd before. 
Long had the curious traveller drove to find 
The ruins of afpiring Babylon— 

In vain — ^for nought the niceft eye could trace 

« 

Save one wide, wat'ry, undiftinguifli'd wafte : 
But you with more than magic art have rais'd 
Scmiramis's city from its grave 5 
You have reversed the fcripture curfe, which faid^ 
Dragons fhall here inhabit \ in your page 
We view the rifing fpires ; the hurried eye 
Diftrafted wanders through the verdant maze \ 
\n middle air the pendent gardens hang. 
Tremendous ceiling ! — whilft no folar beam 
I aHs on the lengthened gloom beneath ; the woods 

Projea 
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Froje£l above a fteepalluring ihade ; 
The finifh'd garden opens to the view 
Wide-ftretcliing viftas, while the whifp*ring wind 
Dimples along the breezy-ruffled lake« 
Now every tree irregular, and buds 
Are prodigal of harmony : the birds 
Frequent th' aerial wood, and nature bluihet , 
Aiham^d to find herfclf outdone by art : 
Thefe and a thoufand beauties could I fing, 
ColIe£ting like the ever-toiling bee 
From yonder mingled wildernefs of floVti 
The aromatic fweets ; while you, great youth ! 
O'er thy decaying country chief prefide 9 
Be thou her genius call'd, infpire her youth 
With noble emulation to arrive 
At Helicon^s fair font, which few, alas ! 
Save you, have tailed of Hibernian youth. 
Thy country, tho' corrupted, brought thee forth^ 
And deem'd her greatefl ornament ; and now 
Regards thee as her brighteft northern ftar. 
Long may you reign as fuch; and fliould grimTime, 
With iron teeth, deprive us of our Pope, 
Then we'll tranfplant thy blooming laurels frcfli 
From your bleak Iborc to Albioa's* happier coaft. 
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Tbomfons Letter to Mr. George Rofs *. 

London^ November dth^ 173^* 

Dear Ross, 
I OWN I have a good deal of affurancc, 
after afking one favour of you, never to 
anfwer your letter till I a£k another. But 
not to mince the matter, and all apologies 
apart, hearken to my requeft — My fifters 
have been advifed by their friends to fet 
up at Edinburgh a little milliner^s fhop ; 
and if you can conveniendy advance to 
them twelve pounds, on my account, it 
will be a particular favour. That will 
fet them a-going, and I deiign from time 
to time to fend them goods from hence. 
My whole account I will pay you when 
you come up here, not in poetical paper 

• From an original in Lord Buchan's coUeftion. 

credit, 
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credit, but ia the fond money of this dirty- 
world. I will not draw upon you, in 
cafe you be not prepared to defend your- 
fclf ; but if your purfe be valiant, pleafe 
to enquire for Jean or Elizabeth Thcmfon, 
at the Reverend Mr. Gufthart's ; and if 
this letter be not a fu£Bcient teftimony 
of the debt, I will fend you whatever 
you defire. 

It is late, and I would not lofe this 
poft. Like a laconic man of bufinefs, 
therefore, I muft here flop Ihort ; though 
I have feveral things to impart to you, 
and, through your canal, to the deareft, 

trueft, heartieft youth that treads on 
Scottifh ground. The next letter I write 
you fliall be wafhed clean from bufinefs 
in the Caftalian fountain. 

I am whipping and fpurring to finifh 
a tragedy for you this winter, but am 

7 ftiU 
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ftill at feme diftance from the goal, whlcb 
makes me fear being diftanced Re- 
member me to all friends, and above 
them all to Mr* Forbes, Though my 
afiedlion to him is not fanned by letters, 
yet is it as high as when I was his brother 
in the virtu, and played at chefs with him 
in a pofl-chaife. 

I am, dear Rofs, 
Moft fmcerely and afFedlionately yours, 

JAMES THOMSON. 


Tbomfon to Mr. George Rofs. 

London, Jan. 12, 1737* 

Dear Sir, 
HAVING been entirely in the country 
of late, finifhing my play, I did not re- 
ceive yours till fome days ago. It was 
kind in you not to^draw rafhly upon me, 
which at prefent had put me into danger: 

but 
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fcut very foon (that is to fay, about two 
tnonths hence) I fhall have a golden 
buckler, and you may draw boldly.— 
My play* is received in Drury-lane 
play-houfe, and will be put into my lord 
chamberlain's or his deputy's hands to* 
morrow. — ^May we hope to fee you this 
winter, and to have theaffiftance of your 
hands, in cafe it is a£ted ? What will be* 
<:ome of you ? I am afraid the creepy f 
and you will be acquainted.— Forbes^ I 
hope, is cheerful, and in good health. 
Shall we never fee him ? or (hall I go to 
him before he comes to us ? I long to fee 
him, in order to play out that game of 
chefs which .we left unfinifhed. Re* 
member me kindly to him, with all the 

■ 

* Agamemnon. 

f Stool, ufed in the Scotch churches for d<fing 
pen9inc6« 

R zealous 
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zealous truth of old friendfliip. Pettic * 
came here two or three days ago : I have 
not yet feen the round man of God to 
be. He is to be parfonified a few days 
hence. — How a gown and caflbck will 
become him ! and with what a holy leer 
he will edify the devout females ! There 
is no doubt of his having a call j for he 
is immediately to enter upon a tolerable 
Jiving. God grant him more, and as 
fat as himfelf. It rejoices me to fee one 
worthy, honeft, excellent man raifed, at 
leaft to an independency. Pray make, 

♦ Rey. Mr. Patrick Murdoch, the oily man of 
God of die Caftle of Indolence. 

♦* -A little, round, fat, oily man of God, 
<« Was one I chiefly niark'd among the fryj 
*^ He had a roguiih twinkle in his eye, 
** And (hone all glittering with unholy dew^ 
^* If a tight damfcl chaunc'd to trippen by/* 
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my compliments to my Lord Prefident * 
and all friends. I fhall be glad to hear 
more at large from you. Juft: now I 
am with the alderman, who wilhes you 
all happlnefs, and defires his fervice to 
Jock. Believe me to be 

Ever moft afFe^ionately yours, 
JAMES THOMSON. 


'•a-p^ivaMiaifairtla 


Thomson to Mr. Lyttelton^ afterwards 

Lord Lyttelton. 

London, July 14th, 1743. 

DfeAR Sir, 
* 1 HAD the pleafure of yours fomc 
pc)fts ago, and have delayed anfwering it 
hitherto, that I. might be able to deter- 
mine when I could have the happinefs of 
wilting upon you. 

Hagley is the place in England I moft 
defir^ to fee j I imagine it to be greatly 

* Prefident Forbes. 

R 2 deUghtful 
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delightful in itfclf, and I know it to &*' 
fo to the higheft degree by the zompanf 
U is aniviated with^ 

Some reafons prevent my waiting upo» 
you immediately j but if you will be fo 
good as let me know how long you d^ 
figu to ftay in the country, nothing fhall 
kinder ra« from paffing three weeks of 
a month with you before yoti leave it* 
As this will fall ir> autumn, I fliall like 
it the better, for I think that f^afon of 
the year the moft pleafmg, and the moft 
poeticaL The fpirifs are not thea diflir' 
pated with the gaiety of fprin^, aad th^ 
glaring light of fummer, but eompitfcd 
into a ferious and tetnpered joy.* — The 
year is. peifeift. In the mean time I will 
go on with correcting the Seafotts^ aod 
l^ope to carry down more than <mic of 
Ihem wUb me. The mtifeay whoni yoa 
obligingly fay I fliall bring; along with 


nie, I fliall find with you — ^the mufcs 
of the great fimple country, not the Jit tic 
fine-lady mufes of Richmond-hill. 

. I have Uv^d So long in th^ noife, or 
4t Icaft the diftant din of the town, that 
I begin to forget what rtetirement is; 
with you I fhall enjoy it ia ita higheft 
^legjance, and pur^eft fimplieity. Th^ 
mind will not only be foothcd into peace, 
but enlivened into harmony. My complir 
eients attend all at, Hagley, and p^icu^ 
larlyher*wbo giyea it charms to yoi» 
it never had before. 

T 

Believe me to be ever. 

With the grcatcfl: r^pe£t, 
Moft aflfedionately your^ 

JAMES THOMSON, 

* Lucy Fortefcue, daughter of Hugh Fortcfcuc^ 

Efq* of Fillcigh, in the county of Devotii married 

R3 to 
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Thomfons Letter to his Sifter ^ Mrs. yean 
Thomforiy at Lanark. 

Higley, in Worccfterfliirc, 
• Oaobcr4th, 1747. 

My DEAR SlSTJS^R, 

I THOUGHT you had known me 

better than to interpret my filence into a 

decay 

to Mr. Lyttelton in the year 1 742, whofe amiable 
qualities, exemplary conduct, and uniform practice 
cf religion and virtue, rendered her the delight and 
regret of all her acquaintance. She died in the 
beginning of the year 1746, in the 29th year of her 
age, leaving her hufband one fon, Thomas, the 
late Lord Lyttelton, and a daughter, Lucy, married 
in th« year 1 765 to Lord Valentia, Who has not 
feen and wept over the beautiful . monody confe-. 
crated to her memory by the good Lord Lyttelton ? 
If there is a living foul that has read it without 
^motion, I envy not their condition upon a throne. 
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decay of afFe£lion, efpecially as your be^ 
haviour has always been fuch as rather to 
increafe than to diminifh it. Don't ima- 
gine, becaufe I am a bad correfpondent, 
that I can ever prove an unkind friend and 
brother. I muft do myfelf the juftice to. 

It is full of every thing that gives dignity to man. 
Her epitaph at Hagley is lefs known. — 


** Made te engage all hearts, and charm all eyes, 
*' The* meek, magnanimous ; tho* witty, wife : 
** Polite, as all her life in courts had been ; 
** Yet good, as fhe the world had never fcen : 
** The noble fire of an exalted mind 
" With gentleft female tcnderaefs combiaM. 

Her fpeech was the melodious voice of love ; 

Her fong, the warbling of the vernal grore ; 
** Her eloquence was fweeter than her fong, 
** Soft as her heart, and as her reafoa ftrong. 
*' Her form each beauty of hermind expre&^d { 
'• Her mind was virtue, by the Grace* drcfs'd. 

R4 
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tell you^ that my afiedions are liaturally 
very fixed and conftant; and if I had 
ever reafon of complaint agsnnft you (of 
which, by the bye, I have not the leaft 
ihadow), I am confcious of fo many de« 
fe£ks in myfelf, as difpofe me to be not a 
little charitable and forgiving. 

It gives me the trueft heartfelt fatit* 
fadion to hear you have a good kind 
hufband, and are in eafy contented cir- 
cumftances : but were they otherwife, that 
would only awaken and heighten my tcn- 
demefs towards you. . As our good and 
tender-hearted parents did not live to 
receive any material teftimonies of that 
higheft human gratitude I owed them 
(than which nothing could have given 
jne more pleafure), the only return I can 
malce them now, is by kindnefs to thofe 

thej 
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they left behind them. Would to God 
poor Lizzy* had lived longer, to be a far- 
ther witncfs of the truth of what I fay, 
aiid that I might have had the pleafure of 

feeing 

• Elizabeth, married to Mr. Bell, mother of the 
prefent Dr. Bell, reftor of the parifli of Coldftream^ 
in Berwickihire, a gentleman who pofTefTes much 
pf the worth and genius of his uncle, and who Is 
now employed in preparing a new and cdlated 
edition of Thomfon's Works, with a more correal 
account of his life than has hitherto appeared ; ia 
lirhich pious work I have done myfelf the honour 
to afford fome little afliftance in the colle£tion of 
materials. To this edition it is propofed to prefix 
an Engraving from the poet's buft in Weftminfter 
Abbey, and another from the fketch of a jnonument 
drawn by Mr. Hicky, which was tranfmitted to th« 
Earl of Buchan by Sir Jofhua Reynolds. 

The text of this new edition for the SeaTons is 
intended to be that in 4to. of the year 1730, in 
which Autumn made its firft appearance : the addi* 

tioiif 
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feeing once more a fifter who fo trulj^ 
deferved my efteem and love. But Ihe is 
happy, while we muft toil a little longer 
here below : let us however do it cheer- 
fully and gratefully, fupported by the 
pleafing hope of meeting yet again on a 
fafer ffiore, where to recoiled the ftbrms 
and difficulties of life will not perhaps be 
inconfiftent with that blifsful ftate. You 
did right to call your daughter by her 
name, for you muft needs have had a 

tions and alterations to be printed in italics. The 
following is a ftatement of the additional lines made 
to the Seafons after that edition : 

lines 


To Spring 

- 85 

Summer 

- 599 

Autumn 

. 96 

Winter - 

188 


968 

particular 
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particular tender fricndflxip for one an- 
other, endeared as you were by nature, by 
having paffcd the affectionate years of your 
youth together, and by that great foftener 
and engager of hearts, mutual hardfhip. 
That it was in my power to eafe it 
a little, I account one of the moft ex- 
quifite pleafures of my life. — But enough 
of this melancholy, though not unpleaf- 
ing ftrain. 

I efteem you for your fenfible and 
difintererted advice to Mr. Bell, as you 
will fee by my letter to him : as I approve 
entirely of his marrying again, you may 
jeadily afk me, why I don*t marry at all ? 
My circumftances have hitherto been fo 
variable and uncertain in this fluduating 
world, as induce to keep me from engag- 
ing in fuch a. ftatej and now, though 
they are more fettled, and of late (which 

you 
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you will be glad to hear) confiderably im«* 
proved, I begin to think myfelf too far 
advanced in life for fuch youthful under- 
takings, not to mention fome other petty 
reafons that are apt to flartle the delicacy 
of difficult* old bachelors. I am, however, 
not a little fufpicious, that was I to pay a 

vilit to Scotland {which I have fome 
thoughts of doing foon), I might poffibly 
be tempted to think of a thing not eafily 
repaired if done amifs. / have always 
been of opinion y that none make better ivives 
than the ladies of Scotland ; and yet who 
more forfaken than they, while the gen- 
tlemen are continually running abroad all 
the world over ? Some of them, it is true, 

are wife enough to return for a wife. — • 

♦ 

You fee I am beginning to make intereft 

already with the Scots ladies. But no 

more of this infedious fubjed. — Pray let 

? me 


\ LiF£ Of Thomson. 213^ 

me hear from you now and then ; and 
though I am not a regular correfpondcnt, 
yet perhaps I may mend in that relpcft. 
Remember me kindly to your huflband \ 
and believe me to be 

Your moft afFedionate brother, 

JAMES THOMSON, 

(AddrcflcJd) To Mrs. Thomfow, in Lanark. 

BUT 

* Mr. Thomfctt was rtStor of the grammar 

fchool it Lanark, and from him, or Mrs. Thomfon, 

Mr. Bofwell obtained a copy of the original of thf» 

ktter, which original is now in the poiTeilion of 

Mr. James Craig, architeflr, Thomfon*s youngeft 

fitter's fon, who is likewife poffeffed of copies of 

Thomfon's juveiiile poems, of his fnuff-box, and 

• » 

jfeal of arms, which hung at his watch, and of his 

%riginad portrait painted by Hudfon, for Mr. Millar, 

the bookfeller, which was prefented to him by Lady 

Grant, fifrft married to that worthy friend of the 

poet's. 


\ 
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BUT the higheft encomium of Thoift- 
(on is to be given him on account of his at-* 
tachment to the caufe of political and civil 
liberty. A free conftitution of govern- 
ment, or what I would beg leave to call 
the autocracy of the people, is the panacea 
of moral difeafes, and after having been 
fought for in vain for ages, has been dis- 
covered in the bofom of truth, on the 
right hand of common fenfe, and at the 
feet of philofophy j the printing prefs has 
been the difpenfary, and half the world 

poef s, and was a daughter of Johnfon, thq engraver 
to the Bank of Scotland. 

Lord Buchan prefented to Mr. Craig the plafter 
of Parts caft of the buft of Thomlbn) which was 

ft 

intended to have been crowned on Ednam-Hill, and 
he gave a (ketch for a monument to the memory of 
iii8 uncle for that confpicuou3 fituatioh. 

bave 
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have become voluntary patients of this 
healing remedy. 

It is glorious for Thomfon's memory 
that he fhould have defcribed the platfomv 
of a perfed government, as Milton de- 
fcribed the platform of a perfed garden— 
the one in the midft of Gothic inftitutions 
of feudal origin, and the other in the 
jnidft of clipped yews and fpouting liops^ 
Eighteen years after Thomfon's death 
the late Lord Chatham agreed with me in 
making this remark; and when I faid, 
" But, Sir, what will become of poor Eng- . 
land, that doats on the imperfedions of 
her pretended conftitution ?" he replied, 
" My dear Lord, the gout will difpofe of 

me foon enough to prevent me from feel- 

< 

, ing the confequences of this infatuation.: 
but before the end of this century either 
the parliament will refonn itfelf from 

within, 
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within^ or be reformed with a vcngeaftc* 
from without" Pythonick fpeech^fpeedil/ 
to be verified I 

** Should then the times arrive (iirhich Heav^ a^ert f ) 

•* That Britons bend unnerv'd, not by the force 

•* Of arms, more generous, and more manly, quelFd, 

«* But by corrttptiorfs foul^dejefling arts, 

** Arts impudent, and grofs ! by their own gold, 

" In part beftow'd to bribe them to give all : 

« With party raging, or immers'd mjloth^ 

•* ^:ydvX&Jhafnelefs pens for fly corruption plead ^ 

« The hired affaflins of the commonweal ! 

•« That nation ihall another Carthage be-** 


Britons ! be firm !— nor let corruption fly 
Twine round your hearts indiflbluble chains \ 
The fteel of Brutus burft the grofler bonda 
By Caefar caft o'er Rome ; but ilill remained 
The foft enchanting fetters of the mind. 
And other Cafars rofe. Determined hold 
Tour iMDSPENDAlYCt | for, that once deflroy^d. 

Unfounded^ 
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Unfounded^ Freedom is a morning dream^ 
That flits aerijtl from the fpreading eye. 

No wonder that, when the brutal John- 
fon tried to read liberty when it firft ap- 
peared, he foon defifted, when Johnfon's 
countrymen try to read France's liberty, 
anddefift! 

^ Pudet hs&c opptohria nobi«, et dici potuiflei 
•* Et non petuifle refelli \ 

Though I have not the tranfceiidcnt 
honour of being a member of' the Britifh 
parliament, let not the powerful defpife 
my fayings — I am the voice of one cry- 
ing in the wildernefs of. politics^ — Mah 

firaight your ways^ for tbt empire of de* 

lufion is at an endi 


Tbom/on 
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Tbom/on to Mr. Paterfon^ i>f the Leeward 

IJlands *. 

Dear Paterson, 
IN the firft place, and previoufly to vaj 
letter, I muft recommend to your favour 
and protedion, Mr. James Smith, fearcher 

* Mi^. Faterfofiy a companion of Thontfon^ after- 
wards his deputy as furveyor general of the Lee* 
ward Iflands, and his fucceflbr in the office, ufed 
%o write out fair copies of his works, feveral of 
which are in my colleAion. This gentleman, as 
Murdoch informs us, courted the Tragic Mufe, and 
wrote a piece in that line, with Arminius for its 
hero. 

When he prefented it to the manager of Drury- 
!ane play-houfe, the iiand-writing of Edward and 

Eleonora being immediately recogniled, it was 
fcouted, and he was glad to fell it for a trifle t« 
a good-natured bookfeller. 

Murdoch's Life of Thomfon, 

' is 
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in St. Chriftopher's, and I beg of you^ as 
occaiion flxall ferve, and as you find he 
merits it, to advance him in the bufinefs 
of the cuiloms* He is warmly tecom^ 
mended to me by Sargent, \irho in verity 
turns out one of the beft men of our 
youthful acquaintance, honeft, honour- 
able, friendly, and generous^ — If we ate 
not to oblige rnie another, life tiecomest 
a paltry felfifh affair, a piti^l morfel in 

a comer ! Sargent is fo happily married, 
that I could almofl fay, the fame caie 
happen to us all* 

That I have not anfwered feveral letters 
of youts^ is hot bwing to the want of 
friendfhip, and the fincereft regard for 
you ; but you know me Well enough to 
account for my filence, without iny fay- 
ing any more upon that head ; befides, t 
have veiT" little to fay, that b worthy to 

.Sa b6 
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be tranfmitted over the great ocean. The 
world either futilifes* fo much, or we 
grow fo dead to it, that its tranfadipiis 
make but a feeble impreffion on us. f Re- 
tirement and nature are more 'and more 
my paflion every day ; and now, eveft 
now, the charming time comes on: 
heaven is juft upon the point, or rather 
in the very a£t, of giving earth a green 
gown. The voice of the nightingale is 

heard in our lane J. 

You 

* A verb coined by Thomfon from the adjeflrivc 
futile. 

t On this account it has been fugjcfted, that Ac 
moft proper monument for Thomfon .would be a 
modeft Doric portico, adjoining to a cottage ftored 
with the beft books on natural hiftory, to be kept 
by fome of th^ poet's poor relations, with a falary. 

X The bird-catchers about London generally 
•bfervc the fong of the nightingale in th^ firft or 

fecond 
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You mitft know that I have enlarged 
my rural domain much to the fame di- 
mentions you have done yours — the two 

fields next to me ; from the firft of which 

/ 

I have walled— no, no,^ — ^paled in about 
«s much as my garden confifted of before j 
fo that the walk ruiis round the hedge, 
whefe you may figure me walking, any 
time c€ the day, and fometimes under 
night. For you, I imagine you reclining 
under cedars and palmettos, and there 
«.joying more magmficen. dumber, than 
are known to the pale climates of the 

f4Bcofld week of April. ThJs letter of Thomfon's 
having no date, it is impoffible to determine exaftly 
from circumftances when it was written; but as 
the firing began at Maeftricht in the firft week, it 
may Tie gveffed that the letter was written about 
the middle of tie month, fince he fpeaks in the clofc 
of the letl;er of the news of the fiege being frefh. 

S 3 north} 
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north ; ilumbers rendered awful an4 
divine, by the folemn ftillnels and deep 
fervors of the torrid noon« At other 
times I imagine you drinking punch in 
groves of lime or orange trees, gathering 
pine apples from hedges as commonly 
as we may blackberries, poedilng under 
Ibfty laurels, or making love under full- 
fpread myrtles. — But to lower my ftyjc 
^ Uttl<; — as I am fuch a genuine iQver of 
gardening, why don't you rem^piber nie 
in that inftance, and fend me fome feeds 
of things tl^at might fvicceed here during 
the fummer, though they cannot perfect 
their feeds fuflSciently in this, to them, 
ungenial climate, to propagate ? — in the 
which cafe is th? callilpo j that, from the 
fef d it boje l^ere, produced plants puny, 
ricketty, and good fo^? nothing. There 
are other things certainly with you, not 
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jet brought over hither, that might fiou« 
rilh here in the fummer-time^ and live 
tolerably well, provided they were fliel- 
tered during the winter in a green-houfe* 
You will give me no fmall pleafure, 
by fending me, from^ time to time, fome 

of thefe feeds, if it were no more than to 
amufe me in making the trial *. 

* The amufements of Thomfon were chiefly the 
contemplation of nature, the ftudy of natural hif- 
tory as a fcience^ voyages and travels, and the phi- 
^fophy of civil hiftory ; pf which laft he has given 
an excellent fpecimen in his Liberty, as he has of 
the firft in his Seafons and Caftle of Indolence. 
Gardening, except in the ftiff ornamental ftyle of 
Holland, had made but little progrefs id England 
in the days of Thomfon. There were no Curtifesj 
Aytouns, or Forfythes, ftiU left any Wheatlys or 
Walpoles. Philip Miller, thei author of the Gar^ 
^dener's Di£lionary, was almoft the only man who 
4puld be of ufe to Thomfon in his refearches. 

S ^ With 
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With regard to the brother gardetiers^ 
you ought to know, that, as they are half 

▼egetables, the animal part of them will 
n^yer have fpirit enough to confent to the 
tranfplanting of the vegetable into diftant 
dangerous climates : they, happily for 
themfelves, have no other idea but to dig 
on here, eat, drink, fleep, and kifs their 
wives. 

As to more important bufmefs, I have 
nothing to write to you. You know beft 
the courfe of it. Be (as you always muft 
be) juft and horieft ; but if you are un- 
happily romantic, you fhall come home 
without money, and write a tyagedy on 
yourfelf. Mr. Lyttelton told me that the 
Grenvilles and ,he had ftrongly recom- 
mended the pcrfon the governor and you 
propofed for that confiderable ofBce, lately 
fallen vacant in your department, and that 

there 
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thert were good hopes of fucceedlng. Ha 
told me alfo that Mr#. P. had faid it was not 
to be expeded that offices fuch a$ that i^ 
for which the grcateft iHtereft is made here 
at home, could be accorded to your recom- 
mendation : but that, as to the middling 
' or inferior offices^ If there was not fome 
pajjticular reafon to the contrary, regard 
would be had thereto. This is all that 
can be reafonably defired ; and if you are 
not infected with a certain Creolean dit- 
temper (whei;pof I am perfuaded your 
foul will utterly refift the contagion^ as I 
hope your body will that of their natural 
ones), there are few men fo capable of that 
unperifhable happinefs, that peace and fa- 
tisfaftion of mind that proceed from being 

« 

•reafonable and moderate in our defires, as 
you are, Thefe are the treafures, dug from 
an inexhauftible mine in our own breaft^ ; 

which 


« » 
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which, like thofe in the kingdom of hea- 
ven, the ruft of time cannot corrapt, nor 
thieves break through and ileal. I muft 
learn to work at this mine a little more, 
being ftruck off from a certain hundred 
pounds a year which you know I had. 
Weft, Mallet, and I were all routed in one 
day. If you would know why — out of 
jrcfentment to our friend* in Argyll-ftreet. 

Yet . 

* George, afterwards Lord Lyttclton, — ^Whether 
we contemplate the charafler of tWs worthy man in 
public or private life, wc are jiiftified in affirming that 
he abou^ded in virtues not only fufficient to create 
reverence and efteem, but to excite the aflFe£kionat;<? 
remembrance of all vho l^ad the honour and plea- 
furc of his acquaintance. " His wit was nature by 
<« the Graces dreft" 

<* HU was the large ambitious wi(h, 

" To make men bleft ; the figh for fufFcring wortk 

»* Lpft in obfcurity 5 the Roble fcor« 

HOf 
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Yet I have hopes given me of having it 
reftored with intereft, fome time or other. 
Ah ! that fome time cr other is a great de* 
ceiver. Coriolanus has not yet appeared 
upon the ftage» from the little dirty jea* 
Joufy of Tullus *-— I mean of him who 
was deiired to a& Tullus — towards himf 

<* Of tyraQt pride ; the fearlefs great refolve^ 
*' Th'.awaken'd throb for virtue and for £amef 
^^* ^The fympathies of love aad friendfhip dear ; 
'^ With all the focial ofispriiig of the )ieprt/' 

* Garrickt 

f Quin.-«»Thofe who wifli to amufe themfel^eswith 
the JbroUs of the theatre may confult Davies's Dra^ 
matic Mifcellanies, and hi$ Life of Garrick, for tlie 
• campaigns ^as the thes^tricald are pleafed to c^ them) 
of the winters 47 and 48. — ^For my own part, I admire 
the great Frederick of Prui&a, who coming to his con* 
cert, and finding the muficians quarrelling, exclaime4 
with a good-nacured fmile—- ^< Arrangez vous, co^ 
quins/* 

whp 
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n^ho can idone a<^ Cc»iolatiu3» Iikdeed, 
die firft has entirely, jockejed the laft off 
the ftage for this feafon ; but I believe he 
will return on .him next feafon, like a 
giant in his wrath. Let us hare a. iittJe 
more patimce, Paterfon; flay, let us be 
cheerfuk At laft all will be well : at le^ 
all will be over — here I mean : God for* 
bid it fhould be hereafter. But as fure 
as there is a God, that will not be fo *. 
Now that I am prating of myfelf, know 
that after fourteen or fifteen years, the 
Caftle of Indolence comes abroad in a 

* it is plcafing to fee the laft cxpreflions of the 

poet's confidence, that the form of the foul is eter-? 

nal ; that great fpirits perifh not with the body. 

There may be worthlefs vefTels, and there may be. 

vcflels fitted for deftruftion \ but of all that Heaven 

has endowed with feelings to enjoy it, nothing fhall 

be loft, and the King of Heaven fhall raife it up 

again at the laft day ! 

2 fort- 
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ibrtnight *. It will certairtly travel m far 
as Barbadoes. You have an apa^ment ia 
it, as a night penfiooer, which you may 
remember I filled up for you during our 
delightful party at North Ham. Will 
ever thefe days return again ? Don't you 
remember your eating the raw fi{h that • 
was never caught? All our friends arc t 

* The Caftle of Indolence is the fineft poem of 
the kind in any language — ^worthy of the ripened . 
tafte of Thomfon, and of a poliihed age. 

O thou, whofe genius, powerful yet refiiL'd, 
Whofe bard-like virtues, and confummate ikill 
To touch the finer fprings that move the hearty 
Join'd to whatever the Graces oould beftow. 
And all Apollo's animating fire. 
Gave thee with pleafing dignity to fiiine 
At once the friend, the ornament, and joy 
Of Phoebus* fons — permit a rural mufe. 
Thus in thy words to hail thy honoured ftiadc ! 
Thus to proclaim thee to a downward age 
The friend of virtue, liberty, and love. 

pretty 
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ptetljr much in flatu quo, except it bd 
poor Mr. Lyttelton. He has had the 
ievereft trial an humane tender heart can 
have*: but the old phyfician Time will 
at laft clofe up his wounds, though there 
muft always remain an inward fmartingi 
• Mitchel t is in the houfe for Aberdeen- 
ihire, and has ipoken modeftly well: I 
hope he will be in fomething elfe foon. 
None deferves better : true friendihip and 
humanity d^irell in his heart. Gray is 
vTorking hard at paffing his accounts. I 

ipoke to him about that affair. If he 

♦ The death of his Lucy. 

t Sir Andrew Mitchel of Thainftoun. Not a 
word of exaggeration. He was an excellent man. 
It is needlefs for me to attempt faying any thing 
about a man who was efteemed by Frederick the 
Great, and beloved by his acquaintance and rela-* 
tions. 

■ 

give$ 


Life of Thomsok. ajt 

g^ves you any trouble about it, even that 
of dunning) I fhall think of it flxangely ; 
but I dare fay he b too friendly to do iL 
He values himfelf juftly upon being friend- 
ly to his old friends, and you are among 
the oldefL Symmer is at laft tired of 
quality^ and is going to take a femi- 
country houfe at Hammerfmitlu I am 
forry that honeft fenfible Warrender (who 
is in town) feems to be ftunted in church 
preferment He ought to be a tall cedar 
in the houfe of the Lord. If he is not fo 
at laft, it will add more friel to my indig- 
nation, that bums already too intenfely, 
and throbs towards an eruption. Peter 
Murdoch is in town, tutor to Admiral 
Vernon's fon, and is in good hopes of 
another living in Suffolk, that country of 
tranquillity, where he will then burrow 

himfelf 


63^ ESSAYOKTHE ^ 

himiblf in a wife and be ht^ppy. Good- 
fiatured obliging Millar is as ufual. 

Though the Do&or * increafes in his 

bufineis^ 

* Doflor Armftrong. — Armftrong was a worthy 

» 
man, a good phyfician, and perhaps one of the beft 

fcientific dida£lic poets in the world, as appears 

from his poem on the Art of preferving Health. 

Thomfon has defcribed his abfent moods in the 

Caftle of Indolence, in the tenth ftanza: 


€6 


With him was fomedmes join'd in fllent wallc^ 
(Profoupdlyfllenl, for they never fpoke) 
<* One fhyer ftill, who quite detefted talk ; 

•* Oft (lung by fplecn, at once away he broke, 
^* To groves of pine, and broad o'erfhadowing oat : 
♦♦ There, inly thrillM, he wander'd all alone, 
' ** And on himfelf his penfivc fury woke ; 
** He never utter'd word, fave when firft /hone 
" The glittering ftar of eve — Thank Heaven ! the day 
is done," 

When the good Doftor was with the BritiOi army 

in 
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bufinefs, he does not decreafe in fpleen ; 
but there is a certain kind of fpleen, that 
is both humane and agreeable, like Jacques 
in the play. I fometimes have a. touch of 
it. — ^But I muft break off this chat with 
you about our friends, which, were I to 
indulge it, would be endlefs — As for poli- 
tics^ — ^we are I believe upon the brink of 
a peace. The French at prefent are va- 
pouring in the liege of Maeftricht, at the 
fame time they, are mortally lick in their 
marine, and through all the vitals of 
France. It is a pity we cannot continue 
the war a little longer, and put their ago- 
nifmg trade quite to death. This liege, 

in Flanders, as furgeon or phyfician, he was taken 
prifoner one day, taking what he called a ftroU be- 
yond the lines. I cannot but remember with high 
pleafure that worthy charafter. He died September 
30, 1779, much regretted by all who had the plea- 
fure of his acquaintance. 

T I take 
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I take it, they mean as their laft flourifh 
in the war. — May your hedth, which 
never failed you yet, ftill continue, till 
you have fcraped together enough to re- 
turn home, and live in fome fnug comer, 

as hiippj as the Corycius Senex, in 
Virgifs fourth Geoi^ic, whom I recom- 
mend both to you and myfelf as a perfed 
model of the trueft happy life. Believe 
me to be ctct moft fincerely, and aflfec- 

tionately. 

Yours, &c. 

JAMES THOMSON. 


ODE 
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ODE ON THE DEATH OF THOMSON. 


! Br MH. COLLINS, 


The Scene on the Thames near Rkhnand* 


IN yonder grave a Druid lies^ 

"Where flowly winds the ftealisg wave; 
The year's beft fweets fliaU duteous riie 

To deck ks poet's fylvan grave. 

In yoB deep bed of ^hifp'ring reeds 
His airy harp*,* fliall now be laid. 

That he, whofe heart in forrow bleeds. 
May love thro' life the foothiftg fliade. 

III. 

Then maids and youths fliall linger here. 
And while its founds at diflance fwell, 

Shall fadly feem in pity's ear 

To hear the woodland pilgrim's knell. 


'**.«^i»^^^"»^l ■ !■ ' II ■— i^^— ~^"i— — i— — — ti— — — ■^W>— i<P 


* The ^olian harp. 

Ta IV. Re- 
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IV. 

Remembrance oft fhall haunt the (hore 
When Thames in fummcr wreaths is dreft. 

And oft fufpend the dafhing oar. 
To bid his gentle fpirit reft ! 

V. 

And oft, as eafe and health retire 

To breezy lawn, or foreft deep. 
The friend (hall view yon whitening * fpire. 

And *mid the varied landfcape weep. 

VI. 

But thou, who own'ft that earthy bed. 
Ah ! what will every dirge avail ; 

Or tears, which love and pity fhed. 

That mourn beneath the gliding fail \ ^ 

VII. 

Yet lives there one, whofe hcedlefs eye 
Shall fcorn thy pale fhrine glimm'ring near ? 

m ' 111 I ■ ■ ■ ■ II ■ ■ I 1 1 M I ai 

♦ Richmond church, where Thomfon lies buried in the 
north-weft corner of it^ below the chriftening pew, without 
a tablet or memorial to fay— Here Thomfon liea. 

With 
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With him, fwcet bard, may fancy die. 
And joy dcfert the blooming year. 

VIII. 

But thou, lorn ftream, whofe fuUen tide 
No fedge-crown'd fillers now attend. 

Now waft me from the green hill's fide, 
Whofe cold turf hides the buried friend ! 

IX. 

And fee, the fairy valleys fade> 
Dun night has veil'd the folemn view : 

Yet once again, dear parted fhade. 
Meek nature's child, again adieu ! 

X. 

The genial meads affign'd to blefs 
Thy life, (hall mourn thy early doom j 

Their hinds and fhepherd-girls fliall drefg 
With fimple hands thy rural tomb. 

XI. 

Long, long, thy ftone and pointed clay 

Shall melt the mufing Briton's eyes : 

O ! vales, and wild woods, (hall he fajr, 

In yonder grave your Druid lies. 

T3 . The 
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The R£V{;e£kd Mr- William Thomson's 

{Sometime of ^ueen*s College, Oxford J 
Address to the Shade of Thomson*. 


HAIL, nature's poet ! whom {he taught alone 
To fing her works in numbers like her own : 
Sweet as the thrulh that warbles in the dale^ 
And foft as Philomela's tender tale. 
She lent her pencil too, of wondrous pow'r. 
To catch the rainbow, and to paint the flow'r 
Of many mingling hues ; then fmil^ng faid 

(But firft with laurel crown'd her fav'ritc's head), 
** Thefe beauteous children, tho* fo fair they fhine, 

** Fade in my feafons — let them live in thine :" 
And live they fliall, the charm of ev'ry eye. 
Till nature fickens, and the feafons die. 


* Thefe beautiful and applicable lines were pronounced 
Iry Lord Buchan, on Ednam Hill, on the 2 2d of Septem- 
ber 1 79 1, when he crowned the firft edition of the Seafons 
with a wreath of bays. 


Annivcrfary 
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Anntv€rfary of Thomfons Birtb-dayy 1 790. 

THE Earl of Buchan, defirous of pro- 
moting a fubfcription for ere(^ing a mo- 
nument to the memory of Thomfon on 
Ednam Hill, circulated letters to a confi- 
derable number of gentlemen of Berwick 
and Roxburghfhires, in the beginning of 
September, inviting them to celebrate the 
2 2d of September at a Mrs. Spinks'a, iii 
Ednam village, where Sir James Pringle, 
Sir Alexander Don,Dr. Bell, of Coldftream, 
the poet's lifter^s fon, and a dozen more 
gentlemen accordingly met, and pafled the 
evening with attick feftivity and good hu- 
mour, the Earl of Buchan fitting as praefes 
in the chair whereon the poet fat when he 
compofed his Caftle of Indolence. This 
chair became the property of Dr. Arm- 

T 4 ftrong. 
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ftrong, who had it from Sir Andtew 
Mitchel, who left it to Mn Elliot, and by 
him it was qbligingly fent to accommo- 
date the prefident member of this fociety, 
upon this occafion. 

The gentlemen who aflfembled on this 
day refolvcd to meet annually on its anni- 
verfary*, and to open a fubfcription for 

ereding 

♦ It is remarkable that Mrs. Mary Thomfon, fiftcr 
of the poet^ and mother of Mr. Craig, architefb, was 
buried on this day ; and that while Lord Buchan was 
on Ednam Hill to celebrate the anniverfary, the fon 
was dropping the laft cord into the grave of Thom- 
fon*s fifter. 

The fame day likewife, though \rithout previous 

concert, the fociety, at Ednam, called the Knights of 
the Cape, met in their hall at Ednam, to celebrate 
the birth-day of the bard. Mr. Woods, the come- 
dian, recited a handfome occafional poem of his own 
compofition in honour of the day. Qn the toaft 

being 
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ere£ting a monument on Ednam Hill, 
requefting the Earl of Buchan to apply to 
the curators of Mn Cuthbert, of Ednam, 
the proprietor of Ednam, a minor, for a 
grant of the fpot neceflary for the build- 
ing and its appurtenances. 

In returning from this meeting the Earl 
of Buchan's carriage, in which he was 

being given to the memory of Thomfon, Mr. Woods 
recited, from a poem of Dr. Langhorne*s, the conteft 
of the Seafons, who are reprefented as appealing to 
Thomfon to decide on their refpefkive merits. At 
proper intervals he afterwards delivered pafiages 
from the four Seafons of the author, each being fol- 
lowed by fongs applicable to the refpeflive fubje£i:s, 
by other members of the focicty. Mr. Woods thea 
recited a number of paflages, felefted by him from 
Thomfon's Poem of Liberty ; after which Rule 
Britannia was fung by the whole company on their 
legs, with which this attick entertainment con- 
eluded. 

accom- 


24^ Essay on the 

accompanied by Sir Alexander Don, and 
Mr. Thomas Potts, writer at Kelfo, was 
overturned by a reftive horfe on the ap- 
proach to Ednam Bridge, but without any 
worfe confequences than the breaking of 
the machine. In the fucceeding year. 
Lord Buchan obtained a conceffion of pro- 
mife from the curators of Mr. Cuthbert, 
for a grant of the fpot neceflary for ered:- 
ing a monument on the fummit of Ednam 
Hill, and he circulated letters to the gen- 
tlemen who had attended the former an- 
niverfary, and to many other perfons of 
diftindtion and learning in Scotland ; to 
Mcflrs. Hayley, Mafon, Beattie, and Bums. 
But very few gentlemen paid any atten- 
tion to the notification ; a caft from the 
buft of the poet in Weftminfter Abbey, 
which had been generoufly tranfmitted by 
Mr. Courts, banker at London, ta be 

crowned 
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crowned with a wreath of bays, wa» 
broken in a midnight frolick during the 
race week on the i6th of September 5 
and the Earl of Buchan contented himfelf 
with impofing a wreath of laurel, drefied 
by Mr. Robert Craig, archited, the poet's 
fifter's fon,on a copy of theSeafons, printed 
1730, in 4to, being the firft complete edi- 
tion prefentcd by the poet to his father^ 
addreiling the ihade of the poet, in the 
beautiful apaftrophe compofed for a blank 
leaf of the Seafons by the Rev. Mr. 
William Thomfon, of Queen's College, 
Oxon, a copy of which is here pub- 
liihed. I fliall now fubmit to the perulal 
of the reader, Mr. Burns * the Airlhire 

bardV 

* Robert Burns, of Airfliire, a farmer's fon, re- 
markable for a genuine vein of Doric poetry, and foi 
his fuperior abilities and good fenfe, which have ena- 
bled 
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hard^s apology for not attending the 
meeting, and his addrefs to the ihade of 
Thomfon. 


My Lord, 

LANGUAGE finks under the ardour 
of my feelings, when I would thank your 
Lordfhip for the honour, the very great 
honour, you have done me, in inviting me 
to the coronation of the bull of Thomfon* 

bled him to efcapc the fliipwreck of the fons of 
Apollo, by continuing his profeffion of a farmer. 

Mr. Millar, of Dalfwinton, a gentleman well 
known by his great genius in mechanics, and his 
eminence as a banker, gencxoufly gave the young 
poet a comfortable and agreeable farm at £llifland> 
near Dumfries, where he wooes his ruftic mufe in 
cafe with that native dignity which muft ever arife 
from fuperior tafte. " Spernit humum fugientc 


** pcnna.** 


■In 
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— In my firft<enthufiafm, on reading the 
card you did me the honour to write to 
me, I overlooked every obftacle, and de- 
termined to go ; but I fear it will not be 
in my power. — A week or two in the 
very xmiddle of my harveft, is what I 
much doubt I dare not venture on.-^I 
orice already made a pilgrimage up the 
whole courfe of the Tweed, and fondly 
would I. take the fame delightful journey 
down the windings of that charming 

ftream. 

Your Lordfhip hints at an ode for the 
occafion : but who would write after 
Collins ? I read over his verfes to the 
memory of Thomfon, and defpaired. I 
attempted three or four ftanzas in the way 
of addrefs to the fhade of the bard, on 
crowning his buft. — I trouble your Lord- 
fhipwith the inclofed copy of them, which 

I am 
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I am afraid' will be but too convincing a 
proof how unequal I am to the tafk you 
would obligingly aflign me. — However, 
it affords me an opportunity of approach^ 
ing your Lordfhip, and declaring how 

iincerely I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's highly obliged. 
And mod devoted humble fervant, 

ROBERT BURNS. 

Elliiland, near Dumfrteg^ 
2<jdi Auguft, I79I- 


Address 
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Address to the Shade of Thomson, 
On crovoning his Buft with « Wreath of Bay. 

I. 

WHILE virgin . Spring, by Eden's flood. 
Unfolds her tender mantle green \ 

Or pranks the fod in frolic mood. 
Or tunes Eolian (trains between ; 

II. 

While Summer with a matron grace 
Retreats to Dryburgh's cooling {hade, 

Yet, oft delighted flops to trace 
The progrefs of the fpiky blade ; 

m. 

While Autumn, benefaftor kind. 

By Tweed ere£ls her aged head. 
And fees, with felf-approving mind. 

Each creature on her bounty fed ; 

IV. 

While maniac Winter rages o*er 
The hills whence clailic Yarrow flows, 

Roufing 
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Roufing the turbid torrent's roar. 
Or fwceping wild a wafte of fnows ^ 

V. 

So long, fweet poet of the year. 

Shall bloom that wreath thou well haft woi)> 
While Scotia with exulting tear 

Proclaims that Thomfon was her fon. 


The 
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Ths Earl of Buchan's Invitation to Sir John 

Sinclair^ of Ulbster, to be present 

AT THE Festival of Thomson. 1791. 

SINCLAIR ! thou phoenix of the frozen Thule ! 
O fhape thy courfe to Tweda's lovely ftream, 
Whofe lucid, fparkling, gently flowing courfe 
Winds like Iliflus through a land of fong : 
Not as of old, when, like the Theban twins. 

Her rival children tore each other's breads. 
And ftained her filver wave with kindred blood t 
But proudly glittering through a happy land. 
The yellow harvefts bend along her fields ; 
The golden orchards glow with blufhing fruits ; 
Green are her paftoral banks, white are her flocks. 
That fafely ftray where barb'rous Edward raged j 
And where the din of claihing arms was heard 
We hear the carols of the happy fwains. 
Free as their lords, and with the purring looms, 
Hark, hark, the weaver's merry roundelay! 
The charming fong of Scotland's better day : 
TTis liberty, fweet liberty alone 
Can give a luftre to the northern fun* 
** Come vhen the Virgin gives the beauteous days, 

U " And 
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" And Libra weighs in equal fcales the year ;" 
Come, and to Tliomfon's gentle ihade repair. 
And pottif libations to his virtuous mufe. 
Where firft he drew the flame of vital air, 
*' Where firft his feet did prefs the virgin fnow, 
" And where he tuned his charming Doric reed.' 
Perhaps where Thomfon fired the foul of fong. 
Some voice may whifper in ^oHan ftrains 
To him who, wand'ring near his parent fiream. 
Shall o'er the placid blue profound of air 
Receive the genius of his pafCng (hade. 
Come then, my Sinclair, leave empiric Pitt, 
And raging Burke, and all the hodge-podge fry 
Of Tory Whigs, and whiggifh Tory knaves. 
And bathe thy genius in thy country's fame : 
Let Burke write pamphlets, and let Pitt declaim ^ 
Let us feek honour in our country's weaL 


Eulogj 
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Eulogy of Tbmfoiif tbi Ptty ddhered by 
tbi Earl of Bucban^ on Ednam Hill^ 
when be crowned thefirji edition of the 
SeafoHi ivitb a wreath of bays^ on the 
lid of September^ ^79^- 

GlKTLEMEN^ 

IT has been the cuftom of that great and 
truly to be reijpe&ed nation of the French, 
to pronounce, at the meetings of men of 

genius, learning, and tafte, the praifes of 
the illuftrious dead ; and this cuftom has 
been adopted bjr other countries, as, emer- 
ging from barbarity, they became gradu<« 
ally fenfible of the infinite fuperiority of 
men imbued with fcience, learning, and 
tafte, OTer the ignorant creatures of im- 
perial power. 

U 2 They 
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They faw, and deplored, the rude in- 
ftitudons of their favage anceftors on the 
page of hiftorjr^ inftitutions which covered 
men with honours, and beilrung them 
with ribbands, according to the guft and 
prejudice of illiterate princes, and left the 
real benefactors and ornaments of focietjr 
^o languifh or to pafs unnoticed in ob* 

fcurity. Fortunately bom as we have 
been in the age of a Frederick the Great, 
and of a Wafhington, all men poilefled 
of any tafte or feeling (and may I add) 
of common fenfe, have rejoiced, and do 
now rejoice, to behold the dignity of hu- 
man nature beginning to appear amidft 
the ruins of Gothic fuperftition and 
tyranny, and the immortal Pruffia, Hand- 
ing like a herald in the proceffion of age^, 
to mark the beginning of that order of 

men 
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men who are to banifh from the earth 
&e filly dclufions of worthlcfs pricft- 
craft, and the monftrous prerogatives of 
deljpotic authority. 

I think myfelf happy to have this day 
the taik aifigned to me of endeavouring 
to do juftice to the memory of Thomfon, 
which has been prophanely touched by 
the rude hands of the pedantic Samuel 
Johnfon, whofe fame and reputation in« 
dicates the decline of tafte in a country 
that^ after having produced an Alfred, a 
Wallace, a Bacon, a Napier, a Newton, 
a Buchanan, a Milton, a Hampden, 
a Fletcher, and a Thomfon, can fubmit 
to be bullied under the rod of a fchool* 
matter, or to be led by the firings of 
the fatchel of a petulant fchool-boy ! 

Scotland, Gentlemen, though now full 

Uj of 
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of men who afc above fervile compli^nc^ 
with the power of the 4^y, w?is, in the 
days of Thomfop, ^ nation of proud afid 
poor nobles and difpirite4 Vftflala. Ex<5<q3l 
Belh^vea and Fletcher, whom he h^^ly 
&w, an4 Argyll, Sti^ir^ MsurchmoQt, and 
other free fpirits^ whom 4elicacy forluds 
Hie to mention, theye wff ^ ftw in th» 
kingdom who could encour^e th^ poet; 
to rife above the mediocrity of a fettered 
iludent of divinity, or to imbye bis min4 
Yrith that noble fentiment «f P(d^ndei^^ 
by which his life and his writings aT? 
cKar^erifed an4 diftlng\iifhe4 I^ th§ 
family of JeyvifwpQ^^ to which he wa,s. 
in^troduced fey tfee Ijin^^. ^ }^h mothqr^ 
h(Q received tji© *arii?ft at^Hpn^ j a«>4 
fome v^?fcs of his addfefied to onje of 
|t>at family, f<>f tlae \ife ^ (qv^ fec^s, 

ar?, 
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are, I believe; ftill prefervcd as a fpecimen 

of his infantine genius. 

That the lady indifcreetlj alluded to 
in the Life of Thomfon, fhould have 
encouraged him to try his fortune in 
London, is highly probable ; but that flie 
ihould have deferted him afterwards 
agrees not with the nature of a fpon- 
taneous patronage ; for nothing is more 
natural to patrons than the defire of 
feeing due attention paid to their recom- 
mendations, and following out the objects 
of their prote6:ion to the attainment of 
honour, that fliall reflect upon themfelves. 

The trifling ftory about his lofing his 
bundle on his way from Wapping to 
Mallet's houfe in London, and the want 
of his flioes, is in the odour of that vulgar 
malevolencef, which gives a race to the 
works of the Javage biographer. 

U4 The 
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The only occafion, when I had the 
mifchance to meet Johnfon, was at old 
Strahan's (the tranflator of the fix firft 
books of the iEneid), in Suffolk Street, 
where I found him and Mallet cobling 
thefe books for publication; and there 
I remember to have heard them repeating 
this ftory with glee, after haying cut 
down Dryden, Gawin, Douglas, Trapp, 
and the other predeceffors of poor Strahanj 
in the tranllation of the iEneid. 

Such are the annals of critics, and po- 
etafters, and with this blacking let them 
be handed down to pofterity, with the 
ihoes of the bard of Ednam. 

We are much indebted to Aaron Hill 
for his kindnefs to Thomfon, and his 
handfome lines in compliment to Scot- 
land, now in every mouth: no more 

if 

poetry and prophecy, but matter of faft ! 

How 
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How different an Aaron Hill, a Thomas 
Pennant, and a Thomaa Newtc, from a 
Samuel Johnfon ! 

Why, fays Johnfon, are the dedications 
to Winter, and the other Seafons, con- 
trary to cuftom, left out in Thomfon^s 
colleded works? I Will tell you, ihade 
of Johnfon. Becaufc little men difappear 
when great men take their proper fla» 
tion. 

The Countefs of Hertford, fays John* 
&., ..fej to invite <y«y funmxr Ibme 
poet to hear her verfes ; and Thomfon, 

r 

who was called for that piupofe, took more 
delight in caroufing with Lord Hertford 
and his friends, than in aflifting her 
Ladyfhip^s poetical operations, who tiiere- 
fore never gave the poet another fum- 
mens. 
7hat no earl or countefs ever gave 

Johnfon 
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Johnfon aa invitation to the country 
can excite no wonder, nor that Thomfon^a 
genius and independant fpirit flieuld lead 
him to prefer wit and the fecial board 
of an accomplifhed family, to the manu* 

faAure of courtly verfes, for a verfe-4ick 
countefs, 

Lerd Chatham, Lord Temple, Lord 
Lyttelton, Sir Andrew Mitchel, Dn 
Armftrong, Mn Gray, of Richmond- 
Hill, and the oily man of God, I 
hare often had the pleafure to hear on 
the fubjeft of Thomfon. AH of them 
agreed in the teftimony of his being a 
gentleman at all points, and a gentleman 
by God, as well as a po«t by nature, far 
aboTe the degree of our modern poets, 
thaft are infufed into the boii^e of bards, 
in imitation of our modern fyftem of 
peerage. 

Of 
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Of Johnfon's criticifm on the Poem of 
Thomfon, entitled Liberty, I fhall fay 
nothing ; but I will take the liberty to fay 
that Britain knows nothing of the liberty 

that Thomfon celebrates ! 


Thomfon 
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ITbofnfon to the Sifter of bis Amanda^ at 

Batb. 

Kcw Lane> Nov. 27, 1742. 

Madam^ 

GIVE mc leave to fay that, among all 
your friends, nobody longs more ardently 
after the fiill eflablifhment of your health 
than I do : firft, and foremoft, upon your 
own perfonal account ; and fecondly, from 
more felfiih motives, that you may foon 
return to fupply to us the want of the 
fun by your company. You may, per* 
haps, think this compliment a little high* 
ftrained ; whereas, upon the faith of a 
melancholy man, and as I hope to laugh 
again, I would, for three or four hours 

of your company, give three or four 
months of fuch days as thefe. JBut at the 

(amc 
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lame time I muft be fo bold as to add, 
that though it be downright deep Nch 
vember, and you, Mifs Beny, and Mifa 
Young abfent, none of us will pufh the 
compliment fo far as to verify the French 
author's obfervation, who begins his book 
thus — It was in the month of November, 
when Englifhmen hang and drown them- 
felves — ^And yet, I am difmal enough, 
fometimes, nay— would you believe it?— 
as it were, vapoured. Do, dear Mrs* Ro- 
bertfon, make haile to be well. 

Sorely do I grieve not to have been 
one of your Yquires that day you fet out j 
for, beiides the ferious pleafure of attend- 
ing you and your companions, I hear 
very diverting accounts of the journey, 
particularly of David*s navigation on 
horfeback ; how it blew a hard gale of 
riding with him, driving him now a great 

way 


ifi 
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way on one ilde^ then^ helm-^a^lee, oil 
the other ; how he had almoft commlfied 
piracy on the highway ; and how he was 
next morning, while afleep^ deierted by 
the fliip'B crew^ and left among the fa*- 
vages. t am furthermcnre informed that^ 
being thei^unto moTed by the inftigation 
of a galled backftde^ and not having the 
fear of the ladies before his eyes^ he wa» 
guiky of high treafon againft their fove- 
reign beauty, by uttering certain bafe, 
'fcandalous, and traiterous words, for the 
which he muft in due time undergo his 

trial J George Scot *, judge ; James Ro- 
bertfon f $ attorney general } and WiUiam 

* George Lewis Scot, afterwards fiilvpreceptor 
to the king, and one of the commillioners of ex-* 
cifc. 

f Mr. Robertfon, furgcen to the hb^fefcokl a€ 

Paterfoa 
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Paterfon *, foreman of the jury. But, by 
their mutual accufations, I find there is a 
heavy charge againft them all. 

To think of leaving, nay, for fome 
time actually to have left, diftrefied ladies 
^nder their protection, to travel in the 
dark through infamous places, thrbugh 
Maidenhead Thicket, where fo many 
robberies had been committed the very 
day before, is fuch a ihun upon all clu« 
valry, as. their return cannot entirely wipe 
off. They were, indeed, upon Ae brink 
irf perdition ; foar had they not returned^ 
their fworda muft have been broken over 
their heads, their arma reverfed, and the 
t^an of all gallantry published againft 
them* Nobody would have drunk, no* 

* Paterfon, formerly mentioned, who was then 
a clerk in a compting houfe, afterwards Thomfon's 
deputy as furveyor of the Leeward lilands. 

5 body 
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body would have toafted with them, and 
nothing but making two or three cam- 
paigns in the fervice of that heroic lady, 
the Queen of Hungary, could have re- 
ftored them to any degree of honour. 
' I hope the ladies have at laft got their 
clothes. To be at Bath, yet debarred 
from the rooms, muft have been a cruel 
fituation to fuch as knew lefs how tti 
converfe with, and enjoy themfelves— 
the very fituation of Tantalus! up to 
the lip in diverfions, without being able 
ta catch a drop of them. — ^And yet, not- 
withilanding all thefe diverfions, I do, 
from my foul, moft fincerely pity you, 
to be fo long doomedrto a place fo de* 
lightfuUy tirefome. Delightfully, did I 
iay ? No J it is merely a fcene of waking 
dreams, where nothing but the phantoms 
of pleafure fly about, without any fub- 

ftance 
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• ftance or reality. -What a round pf filly 
amufements, wh?it a giddy circle of no^ 
thing do thefe children of a larger fize 
run every day ! Nor does it only give a 
gay vertigo to the head, it has equally a 
bad influence on the heart. When the 
head is jFuU of nothing but drefs, and 
fcandal, and dice, and cards, and rowly 
powly, can the heart be fenfible to thofe 
fine, emotions, thofe tender, humane, ge- 
nerous paflions that form the foul of all 
virtue and happinefs ! Ah ! then, ye lovers, 
ne^er think to make any impreflion on 

t 

the hearts of the diffipated fair. So could 
I proceed in my tedious homily; but I affc 
pardon for railing at a place you are 
obliged to be at, and which I hope will 
reftore you to perfect health. Yes, that, 
reconciles me to it again; and if my letter 
was not already too long, I would make 
its panegyric. 

X May 
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May I flatter myfelf with the hopes of 
hearing from you ? If you fend me but 
your three names, and above them — ^*' We 
are well/' I fhall be glad even of thatv— 
Madam, I am forry to acquaint you, that 
your hufband, once famous for hofpitality, 
has loft It all lince you left this place. 
Pray be fo good as to lay your commands 
upon him, to treat us fbme night or other 
with a bowl of punch, that we may drink 
your healths. My beft compliments, my 
moft hearty refpeds, my — in ihort, all 
the good wifhes my heart can form, at*- 
tend you all I Believe me to be. 
With the utmoft refpedt. 
Madam, 

Your, and Mifs Young's, 

And Mifs Berry's, 

^ -' 

Devoted humble fervant, 

JAMES THOMSON. 


Humorous 
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Humorous Eptftlc to a Friend^ on Ins 

travels. 

' December 7, 1742. 

Trusty and well-bbloved.Pog, 

« 

HEARING you are gone abroad to 
fee the world, as they call it, I cannot 
forbear, upon this occafion, tranfmitting 
you a few thoughts. 

It may feem prefumption in me to pre- 
tend to give you any inftrudion; but 
you mufl know, that I am a^ dog of con- 
iiderable experience. Indeed I have not 
improved fo much as I might havx; doae, 
by my juftly deferved misfortunes : the 
cafe very often of my betters. 

However, a litde I have learned ; and 
fometimes, while I feemed to lie afleep 
before th^ fire, I have overheard the con« 
v«^ation of your, travellers. 

%^ la 
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In the firft place, I will not fuppofc 
that you arc gone abroad an Uliterate cub, 
juft efcaped from the lafli of your keeper, 
and running wild about the world like 
a dog who has loft his matter, utterly un- 
acquainted with the proper knowledge^ 

hiahhers, aiid converfation of dogs. 
■ « ■ • * . 

*The(e are the' pubfic' jefts of every 

country through ' which they run poft, 

and frequently they are' avoided as if 

they' were' Iliad dogs. None nvill *con- 

verle with them but thole who ihear, 

fometimes evenfkin them, and often they 

"return home like a'dog who has loft his 

/tail. * la fiiort, th'efe travelling puppies 


•/. \ • 


• «•• ^ 4. 


do nothing elfe but rim after foreign 

bitphes, learn to dance, cut capers, pFay 

tricks, and admire your fine outlandifh 

howling : though in my opinion, our 

yigorous, ' deep-mouthed Britifh note is 

better mufic. 

If 
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If. a timely flop is not put to this, the 
genuine breed of our ancient fturdy dogs 
will, by degrees, dwindle and degenerate 
into dull Dutch maftifis, effeminate Italian 
lapdogs, or tawdry, impertinent Erench 
harlequins. All our once noble-throated, 
guardians of the houfe and fold will he 
fucceeded by a mean cou^y race, tha(. 
fnarl at honefl men, flatter rogues, proudly 
wear badges of flavery, ribbands, collars, 
&c. and fetch and carry flicks at the lion's 
court. By the bye, my dear Marquis, 
this fetching and carrying of flicks is 9, 
d^verfion you are too much addi^ed to, 
and, though a diverfion, unbecoming a true 
independent country dog. There is an- 
other dog-vice, that greatly prevails among 
the hungry whelps at court ; but your 
gut is too well fluffed to fall into that. 
What I mean is, patting, pawing, folicit- 

X 3 ing. 
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ing, teafing, fnapping the morfel out of 
one another's mouths, being bitterly en-' 
vious, and inlatiably ravenous, nay, fome- 
times filching when they fafely may. Of 
this vice I have an inftance continually 
before my eyes, in that wretched animal 
Scrub, whofe genius is quite mifplaced 
here in the country. He has, befides, fuch 
an admirable talent at fcratching at a door, 
as might well recommend him to the 
office of a court-waiter — A word in your 
ear-^I wifh a certain two-legged fiiend 
ef mine had a little of his affiduity. 
Thefe canine courtiers are alfo extremely 
given to bark at merit and virme, if ill- 
clad and poor : they have likewife a nice 
difcemment, with regard to thofe whom 
their mailer diftinguifhes : to fuch you 
ihall fee them go up immediately, and 

fawning in the moft abje£t maimer — 

baifer 
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haiftr hur cuU For me, it is always a 
maxim with me^ 

\ 

To honour humble worth, and, fcorning (UtCi 
Pifs on the proud inhofpitable gate. 

For which reafon I go fcattering my water 
every where about Richmond. And now 
that I am upon this topic, I muft cite 
you two lines of a letter from Bounce 
(of celebrated memory), to Fop, a dog in 
the country to a dog at court. She 
is giving an account of her generous 
offspring, among which fhe mentions 
two, far above the vice I now cerjfure : 

One ufliers friends to Bathurft's door. 
One fawns at Oxford's on the poor J 

Charming dogs ! I have little more to 
fay ; but only, confidering the great mart 
of {candal you are at, to warn you 4gainft 
flattering thofe you converfe w\th, and, 

^4 the 
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the moment they turn to go away, back- 
biting them — a vice with ^idh the dogs 
of old ladies are much infeded : and you 
muft have been moft fiirioufly afFeded 
with it here at Richmond, had you not 
happened into a good family ; therefore 
I might have ijpared this caution, — One 
thing I had almoft forgot. You have a 
bafe cuftom, when you chance upon a 
certain fragrant exuvium, of perfuming 
your carcafe with it. Fye ! fye ! leave 
that nafty cuftom to your little, foppifh, 
crop-eared dogs, who do it to conceal 
their own ftink. 

My letter, I fear, grows tedious. I will 
detain you from your Cumbers no longer, 
biit conclude by wifhing that the waters 
and exereife may bring down your fat 

fiides, and that you may return d geiired 

• •-. • 

accompTimed "dog. Fray Ikk for ilie, you 

* " happy 
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hkppy dbg you, the hands of the fsdr 
ladies you h&ve the honour to attend. I 
remember to have had- that happinefa 
ottce, wheh» orie, who fhall be namdefs, 
looked with* an envious eye upon^ me. 

Farewell, my dear Marquis. Return, I 
beg it of you, foon to Richmond j when 
I will treat you widb fome choice frag- 
ments, a marrow-bone which I will crack 
for you myfelf, and a deflert of bigh- 
toafted cheefe. 1 am, without farther 

ceremony, yours fmcerely, 

BUFF. 

Mi Dewti too MarldL X Scrub's mark. 


Letter to Mrs. IL the Sifter of Amanda. 

« Chriftmas Day, 1742. 

Madam, 

I BELIEVE I am in love with fome 

one or all of you J forthovgh you will not 

3 favour 
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farour me with the fcrap of a pen^ yet I 
cannot forbear writing to you again. Is 
it not however barbarous; not to fend 
me a few foft chara£kers» one pretty 
name to cheer my eyes withal? How 
eafily fome people might make others 
happy if they would ! But it is no fmall 
comfort to me, fince you will not write, 
that I ihall foon have the pleafure of 
being in your company. And then^ 
though I were downright picqued, I ihall 
forget it all in a moment. 

I cannot help telling you of a very 

pleafmg fcene I lately faw. In the 

middle of a green field there ftands a peace- 
ful lowly habitation j into which having 
entered, I beheld innocence, fweet inno* 
cence, afleep. Your heart would have 
yearned, your eyes perhaps overflowed 
with tears of joy, to fee how charming 

he 
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lie looked ; like a young cherub dropped 
from Heaven, if they be fo happy as to 
have young cherubs there. 

When awaked, it is not to be imagined 
with what complacency and eafe, what 
foft ferenity altogether unmixed with 
the leail cloud, he opened his eyes. 
Dancing with joy in his nurfe's arms, 
his eyes not only fmiled, but laughed— 
which put me in mind of a certain near 
relation of his, whom I need not name. 

What delights thee fo, thou lovely babe ? 
art thou thinking of thy mother's re« 
covery ? does fome kind power imprefe 
upon thee a prefage of thy future happi* 
nefs under her tender care ? — I took the 
liberty to touch him with unhallowed lips, 
which reftored me to the good opinion 
of the tiurfe, who had neither forgot nor 
forgiven my having flighted that favour 

c oncct 
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once. While thus I gazed with fincere 
and virtuous fatisfaftion, I could moft 
pathetically have addrefTed the gay 
wretches of the a^e, the joylefs inmates 
of Bachelor's Hall *, and was ready to 
repeat Milton's divine Hymn on Mar- 
riage : 

Hail^ wedded Love ! myfterious Iaw> true fourcc 

Of human ofTspring, fole propriety 

In Paradife of all things common elfe f 

3y thee adulterous luft was driven from men 

Among the beftial herds to rang?, j hj thee. 

Founded in reafon, loyal, juft and pure, 

Relationfi dear, and all the charities 

Of father, fon, ^nd bsother, iiril were known. 

fzT be it, &c. 

Now that I have been tranfcribing 

* Bachelor's Pall, a houfe oq B^iphipond Hill/j b ^ 
called, from being occupied during the fummer fea-^ 
W by a fociety of gentlemen from London. 

foipe 
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fome lines of pofetry, I think I once en- 
gaged myfelf while' walking in Kew-lane 
to write two or three fongs. The follow- 
ing is one of them, which I' have ftolen 
from the Song bf Solomdn ; from that 
beautiful expreffion of Love, ^ Turn 
away thine eyes from me, for they have 


overcome me/* 


I. 

O THOU, whcrfe tender ferious eyes 
Exprellive fpeak the mind I love ; 
The gentle azure of the ikies, 
*rhe penfive Ihadows' of tlie grove : 

IT. 
O mix their beauteous beam's with mine, 
'And let us interchinge our hearts ; 
"Let all their fweetnefs on me fhine, 
Pour'd thro' my foul be all thcix daita. 

m. 

Ah ! 'tis too much ! I cannot bear 
At once fo foftj fo keen, a ray : 


In 
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In pity, tlien^ my lorelj fair, 

O turn thefe killing eyes away ! . 

IV. 

But what avails it to conceal 

One charm, where nought butcharms wetttf 

Their luftre then again reveal. 

And let me, Myra, die of thee. 

My beft relpeds attend Mifs Young 
and Mifs Bcny, who I hope arc heartily 
tired of BatI), and will leave it without 
the leaft regret, whomfoever they leave 
pining behind them. I wifh you all a 
much happier and merrier Qiriftmas than 
we can have without you. But in amends 
you will bring us along with you a gay 
a^d happy new year. Believe me to be, 
with the greateft refpeft, and the heartieft 
good wifhes that* all health and hai^ine& 

may ever attend you, 

Madam, 

Your moft obedient, 
Humble fervant, 

JAMES THOMSON.. 
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Vbrsbs adpressed to Miss Younc. 

AH urge too late ! from' beauty's bondage frec^ 
Why did I truft my liberty with thee ? 
And thou, why didft thou, with inhuman art. 
If not refoVd to take, feduce my heart ? . , 
Yes, yes, you faid (for lovers eyes fpeak true) ^ 
You muft have feen bow fafl my paffion grew : 
And when your glances chanc'd on me to (bine. 
How my .fond foul ecftatic fprung to thine! ^ 
But mark me, fair-one, what I now declare 
Thy deep attention claims, and ferious care : 
It is no common paflion fires my breaft, 

» * 

I muft be wretched, or I muft be bleft I 

My woes all other remedy deny i 

Or, pitying, give me hope, or bid me i^ftk* 


To 


